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Inclpit Prologus 

Or hem th~t 1ATit~n ous torore 
The bokes dueUe, :md we tberfore 
llcn uwbt or th>t ,..,. write tho : 
fonhi good is tlut we obo 
In oure l)'me among ou.s hitre 
Do wryce of ncwe som matiere., 
Ess.1mpled of these olde wyse 
So that it mybte in such a wyse, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Whnn we ben dcde and ellcswhere, 
Bcleve to the worldes eere 
In tymc comende after this. 
Dot for men sein, and s.olh it is, 
T hat who that al of wisdom "Tit 
It du1leth ofte a mannes wit 
1~o him that schaJ it aldn.i rede, 
For thilke c.1use, if that ye rcde, 
I wo1de go the middcl weic 
And wryte 3 bok betwen the tweie, 
Somwhnt of Ius~ somewh.1t of lore, 
That of the Jnsse or or the more 
Som man m!'ti lyke of that I wryte: 
And for that (ewe men endite 
ln oure englissb, 1 thenkc make 

• A bok for Engelondes sake, 
111e yer sextenthe of kyng Richard 
What schal bcfallc hicmflerwnrd 
God wot, for now upon this tyde 
Men se the world on every syde 
In sondry wysc so di\'crsed, 
Thnt it welnyb stant al reversed, 
As forto spcke or tyme ago. 

• A bok for king Richardes sake, 
To whom belongcth my ligeance 
\Vith a1 myu hcrtes obc:issance 
In nJ dult evcre n liege man 
Unto his king may doon or C.'\n : 
So (erforth I me rcc:ornande 
To hirn which al me m:1y c:omande, 
Preyende unto the hihe regne 
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PROLOG US 

The cause wbi it changeth so 
It needeth nought to specific, 
T he th ing $0 open i$ at )'c 
That every mnn it mai bebolde ; 
And nntheles be daies' olde, 
Whnn that the hokes v.-ercn Ievere, 
Wrytinge was beloved evert 
Of he1n that weren vertUOU$ j 
For bier in enhe nmonges ous. 
If noman write ho~ that it stode, 
The pris of hem t1c11 weren goode 
Sc::holde, as who seith. a gret p.utie 
Be lost: so for to m~nifie 
The wonhi princes that tho were, 
The bokes scbewcn hicre nnd there. 
Wbcror the world enS<lmpled is; 

Which causeth every king to rcgn_e, 
That his rorone Ionge stonde. 
1 thenke and have it understonde, 
As it b ifel upon n tyde, 
As thing which scbolde tho betyde,
Under the toun of newe ' rroye, 
Which tok or Brut his ferste joye, 
In Tcmse wh:1n it w:tS Oowende 
As I be bote c:tm rowend~ 
So a.s fortune hir tymc sctte, 
My liege. lord P." ch>uncc l nlctte; 
And so beret, as I cam nyh, 
Out of my bot, whan he me syh, 
He -b:Jd me come in to bis b.:ugc. 

And wh:tn I was with him at large. 
Amonges othre thinges scid 
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( OUt~ Of' IH£ -··I 
CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And tho that decdn thanne omis 
Thurgh timnnic :and eru:ahc, 
Right ns tbel s toden in dcgre, 
So on$ the 'A't)'tinge of here werk. 
Thu5 11 which am t'l burcl clerk, 
Purpooe forto wryte a bok 
After the world thot whilom tok 
Long tyme in olde d.tit$ p.usec1 : 
Bot for men scin it is now la.ssed, 
In worse plit than ir wn.s tho, 
r thenke forto touche also 
The world .. hich neweth every dai, 
So :15 I rnn, so as 1 mai. 
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Thogh I seknuso hove upon hondo 
And Ionge have 1w1, yit woll I fonde 
To wryte and do my bisinessc, 
That in som part, so as 1 gcs.cte. 

lo'IOphon.rmque cli(tb, 
qu,.hH1U.A sibl lnl'lrm~ 

it.Qp~,:rmbil,au•dio,it· 
,.Jme rompilauit, 

He hath this ch•rge upon me leid, 
And bad me doo my hesyncsse 
That to his hihe wonhlnesse 
Som ncwe thing I scholdc hoke, 
That he himself it mihte Joke 
After the forme of my writyngc. 
And thus upon his comondynge 
M yn herte is wei the more ghd 
To write so as he me b:td; 
And cck my fcro is wei the i•sse 
That non en•'Y< sclul eomposse 
\Vithoute a reson.2ble wite 
To feync nnd blnme thot I write. 
A gentil he.rtc his tunge stilleth, 
That it =lice non db,illcth, 
But preyscth th•t is to he preised; 
But he that hath his word unpcysod 

.s• I. )C' writinc S 

49" busyneuc B s• • booke 0 

49 t.n.:ttie S 
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PROLOG US 

·nu~~ wyse nun mai ben :avi~. 
For this prologe is so nssised 
T hot it to wisdom al bolongeth: 
What wysnlan that it under(ongclh. 
He scbal drawe into remembrtnce 
The fonune of this worldes chance, 70 

'l'hc which noman in his persone 
~lai knowe, bot the god 31 one. 
Wh•n the prologe is so desponded, 
This bok sehal afterword ben ended 
or love, which doth 01011)" • wonder 
And many • W1$ m•n h3th put undet. 
And in thi! wyse 1 thenke trete 
Townrdes hem thnt now be grcne, 
Betwen the vertu and the vice P. I. 6 
Which long<:th unto this office. So 

And handleth (onwrong) every thing, 
I prere un to the he,·e:nc king 
Fro suche tung .. he me sch~de. 
And nathtlcs this world is wilde 
or such jangling, 311d what bef•lle, 
My kinges heste schal nought fille, ;c' 
'J'11at I, in hope to deserve 
Hi.s thonk., ue 5c.hnl hi.s wH ob5.:rvc; 
And elles •·ere 1 nought excu>ed, 
For that thing moy n!>ught be refused 
Which thot n king himsclve bit. 
17orthi the symplcsct of my wit 
I thenke if tlut it myhte 3Vllyle 
In his service to tmvnile: 
Though I seknesse hnve upon honde, 
And Ionge have had, yit wol I fonde, So' 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Bot for my wines ben to lffi41e 
To tellen every man his ule, 
This bok, upon amendment 
To stonde ot his commondement, 
With whom myn berte is 0( accord, 
I sende unto myn oghnc lord, 
\Vhic:h of Ulnca.stre is H enri fU\n\ed: 
The bybe god him lutth proelamed 
Ful of knyhthode and nile gmee. 
So woll I nuw this wcrk cmbrnce 
With hoi trust and with hoi believe ; 
God grnnte 1 mot it wei nchh:vc. 

li. Tempus flrd L.n'Jum flYUII/.IjorhiJUJ ~alum 
li11guit, t't mllif/ll.(l.S vtrli'l in ui'N 'flifU. 

Pr"gmu:il vdum: ronrDt"l illlr.t(t) pqu,, 
Dum facirs ilom:iti1 lflllft:ia 111tnll1 trut.

i.LKibta ontico/t!Y Iuiie f~Ntjlorls QJI,... rtjN/Iif1 

ht.stlde /JIIVle llllllfiU I•"~ ,,.,, 
_,.U.Itt(/MI 14/eiU Al,.,tNI vuii11Mt ikjll'lfl'fl aJtNon's, 
i'MaJII~ #6 fie/a lmt/JIU aJ tJ/"'NJ tqil; 

/Jut.,,. el 'x van'i,s m~tltsbt'/1 C"wwflqlflt$ 
IJK g~ril, ~~ rtrtris Tll"lfl IIUIIil l11n.a lfllllil: ( 10) 

So ,.. I m>dc my behest<, 
To make a bok after his heste, 
And write in such n m:mcr wise, 
\Vhich may be wisdom to the wiM: 
And pley to hem tiL1l lust to plcye. 
llut in proverbe I have herd &eye 
Tha.t who th~t wcl hi.s werk hcg)'IHitlh 

The rather a good ende h..: wynneth; 
And thus the prologe of rny bok 
After the world th;u whilom tok, 90" 
And eek somdel ofter the ne•·e, 
I ... ol bcgynne for to ne .. e. 

L.h,. Yn$n ii. , a.ruana.a ••• """be S 6 tr. tWic qiHl • •• Nunc 
que • 0 • v.-ce que •• • ak que p a subflc:ta s 

81• byhQle B &.• boot B I)' b)'Vn.•u~:, B 
19" f. book ••• took B 9a• byonne 8 for to Mwc 
JMt.H.XCR, n for the 11C.WC 0 Ar. far to acbewc: CLUJ 
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CII'MIIIa VIII fun-ani toliJii.lsiNt.t JlCfJU fNr D,.N,. 
Stdlllllflllr, 11« ~" untro.~ (juklis ltoknJ, 

I r 1 sc:lutl dr>•·e in to m)' Ol)'Dde 
The tyme )>Wed, thanne I frnde 
The world stod thonne in al hi$ wclthe : 
1'bo W<lS tbc I if of man in helthe, 
Tho wns plente, tho wns richeise. 

De statu tq'ftOtwll. 
vt. dxunl. ke&lndum 
temporalla, \idch«t 
lC:IIIpoi"C I'CS'S Ricudi 
t«undi anno rc.g:t~i 
s.ui tc::.tto dec:imo. 

Tho wns the fortune of prouesse, 
Tho was k:nyhthode in pris be n:tme, 
Whcrof the wyde worldes f.•me 
\\'rite in Cronique is yit withholdc ; 
J ustiee or !>we tho was boldc, 
The prh•ilege of regalic 
\\'ns s.1uf, nnd a1 the b~ronie 
\VorM:hiped was in his asuu; 
'!'he citces knewen no debo.t, 
The potl>le stod in obcissonce 
Under the reuJe of go,·enuuce, 
And pes, which ryhtwi.snesse ktne, 
\\fith clu.rite tho stod in reste: 
Qf UI30UCS herte the CO"'SC 

\\':1! sche.,.·ed ttunne in the vis3ge; 
The word '~s lich to tbe conceite 
Withoute semblant of deceite : 
'fho w:u ther unenvied love, 
"fho was the vertu sett above 
And vic~; was put under fo tc . 
Now stant the crop under the rotc, 
Tho world is ch>ngcd overal, 

100 
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And thcrof most in special 120 

That love is f>lle into discord. 
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8 CONfESSIO AMANTIS 

t ruuooltAL Ruu:u.J And that I tnkc to record 
or every lond for his partie 

Apo.ito1us. Rcccm 
honorf6c:.alc. 

S:alon1on. Omni:. 
rAe <urn '"'On!lilio. 

The comun vois, which mai noght lie; 
Noght upon on, bot UJ!On nile 
It is tbnt men now <:lcpe nnd calle, 
And scin tho regne• ben di,;ded, 
In stede of love is lute guided, 
The werre wol no pes purebare, 
And ln·e h"h t2ke hire double bee, 
So that justice out or the weie 
With ryhtwisncsse i.s gon aweie: 
And thus co lokc on c;very balvc, 
Me n sen the sor withoute s:~.1ve, 

Which al the world luth overbke. 
Tber is no tegne of atle outttke, 
For e•·cry climat lulh his dicl 
Alter the tornynge or the whie~ 
Which blinde fortune ovcrthrowcth; 
Wherof the cert.1in noman knoweth: 
The hevene wot whtll is to done. 
Uot we th:u duelle under the monc 
Stondc in this world upon a weer, 
And namely bot the pouer 
Of hem tlut ben the worldes guides 
With good conSln on aile sides 
Be kept upriht in such • wyse, 
That hate breke noght th3ssise 
or I0\1C, which is :tl the chicl 
T o kepe • regnc out of meschicf. 
For alJe resoun woJde this, 
That unto him which tl1e he,·ed is 
The membres buxom scholden howe, 
And be scholde ek her trowlhe allowe, 
With nl his hertc and m.3.ke hem chiere. 
For good conS<Iil is good to biere. 
AJthogh a man lx: wys himseh •e
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PROLOG US 

Yit is the wisdom more of tuch·e ; 
And i€ thei stoden bothe in on, 
To ho~ it were thanne anon 
T hnt god hi• grnce woldc scnde 
To m3kc of thilke werre nn cnde, 
\Vhich every day rtow gro\l'"Cth newe: 
And tlut is gretly fono r.-.·e 
In special for Cristes sake, 
Which woldc his oghne lif forsake 
Among the men to yeve J)C$.. 

But now men tcllen n:uheles 
Thru love is Cro the wortd departed, 
So stnnt the pes une\'CnC p.1rtcd 
With bem that li\-·en now :td.Aies. 
Bot forta Joke at aile ass:>ies, 
To him that wolde rc:soun ~«he 
After the comun ..-orldes speebe 
It is tO 1''0ndre or tbilke \\'trre. 
1n which nnn wot who h:uh the wcrre ~ 
For every lond himself deceyvcth 
And or des<:sc his palt reccyvcth, 
And ret nc take men no ker>e. 
Bot t.hilkc lord which :U may ktpc; 
To whom no cons.>il nuy ben hid. 
Upon the world which is betid, 
Amcndt that whe:rof men ph:ignc 
With trcwe hcrtes nnd with pleinc, 
:\nd rc<:oncilc love ayeyn, 
As he which is king sorcreign 
or a.l the wor1des go,·erntt.unce, 
And of his hyhe pon -eaunce 
Alfem1e pes bctwen tbe londet 
And t·ake her cause into hise hond~, 
So chat the world may stondc oppesed 
t\nd his godhcde olso be plesed. 
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De tutu elcrl.. \ C 

dicuat!k<'Undwn spt.
ritualia, '\'&ddket k .. 
pore Robuti Gibbon 
cnsis,quiruunenCI.an. 
catU. aibt .ortin• nt, 
tunc antipepr. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Sk ftrius tftltllil h'nt1 T'l'riN/e Jlollhl 
N1111t ma.ris i1101llll /Jalltl tJII"UIJNt 'r:la. 

Padjiram Pttrl T•agilwNI mu~rtt rnu.m~m 
llt~rrllll ad Cdstl tJL,.IJa truoris lltr.; 

i VIInr l11nun i1JIIdu4' J:!ddium ,/~ sangui11L lint111m 

Vi61111 aMaritiJ., ''.te ''frlllt laMJ. 
Slt INflll nl Ja.sl~r, /JJirr ltt~stU, JtHDN m,.sffl.l/t'N'. 

PrrdOfNe lurflt~r, jNu d ln brk linu:r. (10) 

To thenke upon the d.:t.ies olde, 
The lif of clorkes to b<holdc, 
Men sein ho"'· t~t lhei wcn:n tho 
Ens3ml>le :md reule of :tile tho 
\\'hichc o( wisdom the \"en-u soughten. 
Unto the god fcnn tbei besougbt<JI 
.\s to the substauncc of b<r Scole, 
Thot thti ne scholden noght btfole 
f fer wit UJ>On none e!Mhly "'etkes, 
Which wore nyein th<SL1t of clerkes, 
And thnt thci myhten ftc the ••ice 
Whkh Simon hath in his offic&:, 
\l'herof he L1kth the gold in honde. 
l'or thilke tyrne I understonde 
The Lumb.ud made non esc.hnngc 
The bimhopriches fono dunge, 
Nc )'~l n leure for to sendc 
For dignhc nc (or l'ro\'Cnde, 
Or cured or withoutc cure. 
The ChL'rc:he k..:ye In :twnture 
or nrmes nnd of brygnntoillc 
Stod nothiuli tltnnne upon bnL1ille ; 
Tu fylue or for to mokc ch,.te 
h lhoghtc hem thanne noght honest<:; 
!lot or simplesee ond [Xleicnne 
Thei modcn thannc no defence: 
The Court of worldly rogalie 

P.i.u 
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PROLOGUS 11 

'J"o hem w:u duanne no b.\lllic; HO rrur Cu u .ccu. ) 

Tile \'cin honour wa.s noght desired, 
Which hnth the proude herte fyred; 
HumHitc wu tho withholde, 
And Pride wns a •·ice holdc. 
Of holy eherche the l:ugeuo 
Yaf thannt ond dc.dc gn:L olmeue 
To J>O•'CI'e men tlut haddon nc.de : 
·rhei we:re ek ch:~.Ste in "'ord :and dede, 
Wherof the potpie eniample tok; 
Her lust was :d upon the bok, 1,\o 

0,. fono preche or forto Jmie, 
To wisse men the ryhte weie 
0( suche .. stode of l!O~the unliered. 
l.o, thus ,. .. Pett<:S bo'lle sticred 
or hem that thilke tyme were, 
And thus om fent to mannes Ere 
The feith of Criot and • lie goode 
'Jltu'!lh hem tlut thanne wercn goode 
;-\nd sobre nnd chnste ttnd brgc a.nd "')'SC. 

Bot nOW men ~tin iS Otherwise. J. .. O 
Simon the cause hath undcrtoke, 
The worldes swerd on ho11dc is take ; 
i\nd thnt is wonder rn~theles, P. I. u 
Wh:m Crist him self hnth bode ll<:S 
And set it in his tcstnmcnt. 
How now thnt ho1y chcrche is went, 
Qf that here lnwc llOSitif 
Hnth sat to m11.kc wcrrc ll.nd su if 
Por worldcs good, whicl1 rnny noght IMtc. 
(iod WOL th!! C4U$(! t O the l:u.te l!O 

Q( C\'CI)' right tLild wrOng nl50; 
But whil \he lowe L1 rcuk'<l 110 

Thot clerkes to t he wcrrc cntcndc. 
I not how tllllt thei acholde .;nendc 
The woful world in othre thingc:s, 
To make pes betwcn the kynges 
t\fier the b we of chArite, 
Whieh is the l>roprc duetc 

23i Prtrus t:LE ••• a,, \V l,elfi.a XC 2-49 wich •· 



12 CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Belongende unto the prestbodc. 
.Bot as it thenktb to the m:anhode, 
The hel-ene is ftrr, the world is nyh, 
And veine gloire is ek 10 •lyh, 
\\"hieh co,·eitise hath now wlthholde, 
That thei non other thing btholde, 
Bot onl)' tlutl tbci myhten winne. 
And thus the werres thei beginne, 
\Vherof the holi ehcrchc is taxed, 
Th:u in the point a~ it is n"ed 
The disnre goth to the b:rtoille, 
As t hogh Crist myhte noght ovnilc 
To don hem riht 00 other weie. 
In to the swerd the c herche kcie 
Is tamed, ond the holy bede 
Into cursinge, and C\'t:ry stede 
Whicb scboldc s tonde upon the feith 
And to this cause on Ere leyth, 
A~ooed is of the qucrcle. 
Thor .ocbolde be the worlcks hele 
Is no""·, men se;n, the pestilence 
Which both exiled p;rcience 
Fro rhe clergie in SIX'Ciol : 
A.od that is schewed O\'tr.tl, 
In eny thing wh.an thci ben grieved. 
Bot if Gregoire be believed, 
As it is in the bokcs write, 
He doth ous somdcl fono wito 
The <'lluse of thilkc prclncie, 
Wher god is noght of con1p;rignie : 
For every werk '" it is rounded 
&hal s<ondc o r elles be C()nfounded ; 
Who that only for Cristes s.1ke 
Desireth cure rorto take, 
And nogbt for pride of thilke .. 14~ 
To here a name or a l~~tbr, 
He scbaJ be resoun do pro~c 

P. i. 13 

26o $0 Jle nwiliod~e) AJ.\1&., 4M, F'W to ,., H1 .•. Be, B to mUr 
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PROLOG US 

In holy cberche upon the plit 
'!'hot he hath set his conscien""; 
Bot in the worldn re,·ertnee 

tJ 

[Tntt CnolllCH.] 

Gr-~rius.. TerKrtis 
lu.cfh inhial'lt. honore 
prc:lad e pYdcnt.. d 

3 oo noa wt ptolllllt, $d "' 
pml•n. c-pbcopanun 
cksidc:rant. 

'fh<r ben or suche m:rnie gbde, 
Wlun tbei to thilke asut ben made, 
Nosht ror the merite of che charge. 
Bot ror thei wolde hemself deschorgc 
Or povene ond become grete ; P. i . 14 
And thus for Pompe and for beyete 
The Soribe and ek the Pharisee 
Or Moises upon the See 
In the chnierc on hyh ben set i 
Wherof the feith is ofte let, 
Which is bet>ken hem to kepe. 
In Cristell cause olday tbei slepe, 
!lor or the world is nogbt foryete ; 
for wel i$ him that now may gett 
Offi"" in Court to ben honoured. 
'fhe strange colfre batb :ol devoured 
Under the key~ of :n.uice 
The tresor of the benefice, 
Wberor the po•·ere .ocbulden dathe 
And ete ond drinkc and house bathe ; 
'111c charite goth 31 unknowe, 
For thci no grcio or Pite sowe: 
And slouthc kepeth the libroire 
Which longeth to the Sa.intuairc; 
To studio upon the worldcs lore 
Sufficcth now withoute n1ore; 
Dclicacie his swete toth 
Hnth f""tred so tb.'t it fordoth 
or ab5tinence 31 rh:tt ther is. 
t\nd (ono token over this, 
If Ethno brenn., in the clergie, 
AI openly to =nnes I'" 

JIO 

i\t ;\\'}'noun thexperience 
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CONFESSIO MlANTJS 

Theror hath yove 1111 evidence, 
or that men sen hem so divided. 
And yit the cause is noght decided · 
Bot it is seid and evere scha~ ' 
lktwen tuo Stcles lyth the fa!, 
\Vhan tbot men wen en best to sitte: 
In holy eherche or such a slitte 
Is (or to rewe un tO ous nlle · 

' God graote it mote wei befnlle 

P . 1. ,5 

Towardes him which hath tlte trowthe. 
Dot one is sen th>t mochel sJo.,the, 
Whan ~D ben drunken or the cuppe. 
Dot.h mochel hnrm, whan fyr is uppe 
Bot ir somwho the Ram me stanche · ' 
And so to speke upon this branch~, 
Which proud Envie hnth m•d to springe 
Of Scisme, causeth forto bringe ' 
This new Secte of Lollardie, 
And also many nn heresie 
Among the clerkes in hemselve. 
It were betre dike nnd delve 
And ltOnde upon the ryhto fe itb 
Than knowe al that the bible seith 
And erre as somme clerkes do. 
Upon the bond to wtre o Schoo 
And sette upon the fot a Glove 
Acordeth noght to the behove 
Of rcsonable mannes us: 
I f men behielden the vertus 
That Crist in Erthe taghte here, 
Thei scholden nosht jn such manere, 
Among hem that ben holden wise, 
The Pllpncie so desguise 
Upon di\'erSC eleccioun, 
\Vhich stant ancr thntTeecioun 
Of sondry londes • I aboute: 
Bot wban god wole, it ach:tl were oute, 

P. l 16 
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PROLOG US 

For trowthe mot stonde 3te la~ne. 

Dot yet thei argumcntcn Caste 370 

Upon the Pope and his astat, 
\Vberof thei r.,ue in gret deb<lt ; 
This clerk seith yee, that a<het nay, 
And thus thei dryve forth the day, 
And cch of hem himself amendeth 
or worldes good, bot non entendeth 
T o tb:lt which comun profit were. 
Thei sein that god is myhti there, 
And sduJ ordeine what be wile, 
Tber make thei non othet sidle 
Whe~e is the peril of the feith, 
Dot c•'try clerk his herte Ieith 
To kepe his world In $pedal, 
And of the cnuse general, 
Which unto holy eherehe longeth, 
Is non of hem thAt underfoogetb 
To oc:hapen eny resistence: 
And thus the riht hath no defence, 
llot ther 1 love, ther 1 holde. 
Lo, thus tobroke is Cris tes folde, ,go 
Wherof the flock withoute guide 
~voUJed is on every side, 
In lacke or hem th31 ben unware P . l 17 
Schepherdes, whiehe her wit beware 
Upon the world in other halve. 
The scltarpe pricke in stede of salve 
Thei usen no•·, whcrof the hele 
Thei bUJte of thAt thei scboldcn hele; 
And whAt Schep th31 is full of wuUe 
Upon his hAclr, thei toose and pulle, -
Whil ther is eny thing to pile: 
And thogh ther be non other skile 
Bot only for thei wolden W)nne, 
Tbei 1eve noght, whnn Lhci bcg)'nne, 
Upon bet acte to procede, 
Which is no good schepherdes dede. 

370 .,...,..,.., f' 373 Thu . .. Joot AJlol, SA, F &c. n;. .. . 
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Qui VO<Atur • deo 
tanqc1a1n AAron. 

CONFESSLO AMANTIS 

And upon this also men sein, 
lbat fro the Ieese which is pl<in 
Into the bruos thei fon::acche 
Her Orf, for that thci wold<n ucche ••o 
With such dur=, and so berc•·• 
That schal upon the thorncs ,.,, 
or "'Ulle, which the brere hot h tore ; 
\l'llc.rof the Schep ben •I totore 
or th•t the hicrdcs m•ke hem lcsc. 
Lo, how thei feignon chalk for these, 
For though thei spcke and teche wei, 
Thei don hemsclf thcrof no del : 
For if the wolf c:orne in the wcic, 
Her gostly Staf is th.annc u.weie, .po 
Wherof thei scholde her flock defcnde ; 
Uot if the povere Schep oflende 
In eny thing. lhogb it be lyt<, P. I. t8 
They ben al redy forto smyte ; 
And thus. how e\'t.re th.:at thei tale, 
The strokes falle upon the sm>l<, 
And upon ochr< th>t ben grcte 
Hem laekcth bette forto bet<. 
So that und<r the clerltcs uwe 
Men sen the Mcr<l al mysdmwe, 430 

I wol noght seie in gentrGI, 
For ther ben somme in special 
In whom th3t aile vcrtu duelleth, 
And tho ben, ns th3poStcl telleth, 
That god of his ekccioun 
Hath cleped to perfeccioun 
ln the manerc as ARron wns: 
Thei ben nothing in thilke cas 
Of Simon, which the fold.., gate 
H:ub lete, and goth in otherpte, +tO 

Bot tbci goo in the rihte wei<. 
Ther ben also somme, as men seie. 
nut folwen Simon t~tt hie1es, 

•09 fotatthe All&, SAM. f"\VRKt (o,) e.cche Ht ... B•, 8 
for caec.he (t) J 410 Her Orf) Hero( ( Here o() RCSn, A 
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PROLOG US 

WhO$ carte goth upon the whieles 
Of cove:itise and worldes Pride, 
And holy cherche gOth beside, 
Which schew<th outw"J.rd a visoge 
or •h•t is nogbt in the carage. 
For if men toke in holy ch<rche, 
lletwen the word and that tbei wercbe •!o 
Ther is n full gret diflerence: 
Thei prechen ous in audience 
Thnt nomnn schal his soute empeire, P. I. tg 
F'or nl is bot 1\ chirie feire 
Th~.s worldes good, so as thei u:Hc; 
Also thel sein ther is !ln belle, 
Which unto m.!\nnes sinne is due., 
And bidden ous therfore eschue 
Th>t wikkid is, and do the goode. 
Who thi.lt here wordes understodt, 4M 
It thenktb th<i wolden do the same: 
Uot yet betw<n <rnest ond game 
Fut ofte it tOmeth Other wise. 
With holy lllles thei devise 
How meritoire is tbilke dede 
Of eh.,rite, to cloche and fede 
The po,·cre folk and fono P.'rte 
't1tc worldes good, bot lhei depute 
Ne thenken noght fro that thei bavc. 
Also thei scin., good is to .save 470 

With penance and with abstinence 
or c.hnslitc the continence ;: 
!lot plcinly forto spekc of that, 
I not how thilke body fat, 
Which thei with dcyntc metes kepe 
t\nd leyn it softe forto slepe, 
Wh•n it both <lies al his witt<, 
With clu!tite schol stonde stiUe: 
And nalheles I con nogbt sti<, 
In aunter if thill I misseye. <4So 

Touchende of this, bow cvere it stonde, 

450 lhdJ men 8 453 apeyre. AM 
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De Matu ph:bla. vt 
dic:unt, tecundum ac• 
eidenc:iunt mutabllhl. 

CONFESSIO M1ANTJS 

here and wol noght uoderstonde, 
For thcrof have I noght to dono : P . I. •t 
Bot he that made ferst tho Mone, 
The hybe god, of biJ gaodn.esse, 
If thor be c:ause, he it redrosce. 
Bot whl.t as eny man accw.~ 

This maj reson or trowthe excuse; 
The viee of hem tbot ben ungoode 
II no reproof unto the goode: •90 
For every man bise oghne werkes 
Sclul bere, and thus as of the clerkes 
The goode men ben to eomende, 
And aile these othre god amende: 
For thei ben to the worldes j'e 
The Mirour of enAmplerie, 
To reulen and to lllkeo hiede 
tktwen the men and the godhiede. 

iv. V~t/gDn$ /Nt~J'Uiti.t rtpH lqt s~t6ae/11.1 
Dum i'tutl, vi mills "K"" suli~it Olfll.t. 

Si caJul t.rlltllcll tl /u Jua /rt1fa nlaxct, 
Vt ,~lli t,•tllc ,.,t~ht, Tlrnilil i'lulal" .ta&t. 

/tiffs, U9UtJ tfoMflfOifS duo SUI# /Jt'tlall €QTt'lfiU, 

ln1 lru~rm /Jit~ls tlf violtnla map'1. 

No1v forto speke or the comune, 
It is to drede or that fort\lne 500 

Which ha th bcfnllc in sondri Iondo• : 
Dot ofien for defnlte of bondes 
A1 so<leinliche, er it be wi!U, 
A Tonne, whnnnc: his lye nrist, 
Tobrekth nnd renneth at aboute, 
Which clle. scholde noght gon oute ; 
And ek fuloftc a lite! Skor 
Upon a Banke, er men be Wilt, 

Let in the Strem, which with gret peine, P . L 21 

Jf evere m:tn it schal reltrt:ignc. 310 
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PROLOG US 

\Vber lawe lacketh, errour groweth, 
He is noght wyt who th3t ne trowcth, 
For it hath proeved ofte or this; 
And thus the comun clamour is 
In every lond wher poeple dwelleth, 
And eohe in his con>pleignte telleth 
How that the "orld is at mi.,..ent, 
And ther upon his jugement 
Yirtb every man in sondry wise:. 
Bot wlut man wolde himself ••ise. 
HiJ conscien4:e and noght misuse, 
He may wei ate fente excuse 
His god, which evere sunc in on: 
In him ther is dt(Aite non, 
So moste it stonde upon ousselve 
Nought only upon ten ne twclve, 
Bot plenerlichc upon ous aile, 
For man Is c:ause of th2t schal foUr. 

And n2theles yet som men wryte 
.~\nd sein th:u (ortun'e is to wytt', 
And som men holde opplnlon 
That it is consttllacion, 
Whieh eouseth nl th3l a mon doth: 
God wot of bothe which is soth . 
The world u of his propre kynde 
Was cvcre untrewe, and at the blynde 
lmproprelieh he demeth fame, 
He blameth th•t is noght lo blnrne 
And prci~eth thnt is noght to preise: 
Thus whnn he schnl the thlnges peise, 
Thor is decelpte in his balonce, 
And ol is thnt the \'Aritlnce 
or ous, that scholde ous betre :tvisc i 
For afttr 1hot we fn11e nnd rise, 
The world >rist •nd f•lth withAl, 
So thM the man is over:al 
liis oghne cause of wei and wo. 
ThAt we fonune elope so 

St8 &.rJUIDt:tll u .. , O<hold s. •. 
C2 
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fM..ur THr CAUU or 
Evu..) 

.\JO Not& contra hoc, 
• quodaUquisortem (or· 

luae, aliqu.i influen
ciam pl.-.netarum po· 
nunt, pt'.r" quod, vt 
dicltur,rerum c:ucntus 
necc.aurio contingit. 
Stt poelu• dkcndum 
c-at... quod u que nos 
pro!lptra et ;~duc:~a 

m hoc mundo voca· 
mus, stCundum mcrita 
tt demerit& homil&um 
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du.lc:edo ht.un•nc vite 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Out of the mon himself it gro ... etb; 
And "'ho t~1t other wise uo•·ethj HO 
Behold the poople of I r.>el : 
For evere whil thei deden •·el, 
Fonune was hem debon.aire, 
And whan thei de:den the contl<lirc, 
Fortune w:LS contr.lriendc. 
So that it proeveth ... 1 ot ende 
Why that the world is wonderful! 
And may no while stonde full, 
Though that it seme wei besein; 
r:or e~o•cry worldes thing Is vein, s6o 
And evere goth the whiel oboute, 
And e\·ere stn:nt a m4n in doute, 
Fortuoe stant no while Stille, 
So hath ther nomnn :t1 hit wi11e. 
Als fer as evere 3 mttn m:1y knowc. 
Thcr bsteth nothing hot a throwe; 
The .-odd S-bnt et.·ere upon de~t, 
So nuy be selcer non uto~ 
Now hie:r now ther, now to now (ro, P . I. 23 
Ko•· up now down, this world goth so, $;o 
And e;·ere bath don nnd evere schal : 
Wberof l finde in speeial 
A U\le: writen in the Bible, 
Which n1oste ncdes be credible; 
And that as in conclusioun 
Seith 1h:1t upon d iviJioun 
Stant, why no worldes thing mai lnste, 
T il it be drive 10 the hu te. 
And fro the ferstc rogne of olle 
l.nto this day, hou so befnlle, ;So 
or that the regnes be muoble 
The nun himself hath be COUI)).ble, 
IVbich of his propre governance 
Fortuneth a! the worldes chance. 

"· 

PROLOG US 

p,.ctsj>tr Ll nduL'YSlls tJ6lifUll lriJmiiL 'l•trnts 
/MmuJNI:u m11.ntlus d«ijJlt amnt gmus. 

:'lt~lldll.s ,;. ntLiflu ':ln"'alllr vi aiLo ft:UN, 
{l11a1tt ulu t'n lt11lit iadal a11-0Ta MaiUU 

Sitltlf ymag11 ·n'ri ~'#rianlur f.nt/Jf1ra Mlllflil~ 
Stal(jtJr niclfil finnum pniLr umure tkiiM. 

'Inc h)·bc alntybti poun·cancc, 
In whos eterne remembrance 
Fro fcrst was every thing present, 
l-It hath his prophede sent, 
In such a wi.se :ts thou sch:1lt hiere, 
·ro l)tmiel of this matiere. !-!fO 

21 

l NuUC11ADNu:ua'• 
D11ua.] 

J lou thl\l this world schnl t.orne nnd wcnde, Hie in prologo 
Lratto.t de Statu• i!Ja1 'J'i\1 it be r.1Ue tO his ende i qua.m Rex Nabu;odo-

Wherof the ta.le telle I sch;~l1 ne»,ar \iderat jn aomp
nlt, <uiua ~put au· 

In which it is betokned al. ~um, pectua argc.n• 
As Nabugodonosor slepte, P. i. 24 tcum,vc.n,~cnru, li-

bh: fc-:rru, ped~o~CD \'f'TO 
A SWCH!'OC him tok, the 1\·bich he k~ptt qwedam pan (tcf'td.t 

Til on the motwe he wu :arise, quedam flrtiJq vid•· 
tur1 tub qua me.mbror· 

for he therof wns sore ~~. um diu~n.ltatc SCC'UD• 

To lhnitl his drem be tolde, dual o .. ldis UI'C'i· 
Oontm huiut. mYlHf.i 

And preide him f:tire that be wotdt 6oc vaNdo Gpr~bltur. 
J\rede wh:a.t it tokne m.:ay j 
And scide: 'Abedde "·her I lA)", 
~l c thoghtc I syb upon a Stoge 
Wher stod n wooder strnnge ymo..gc. 
Hi• hed with a l the neckc nlso 
Thei were of fin gold bothe tuo; 
H l!t brtst1 his sthu1dres and his nrme~ 
Were al or sch·er, bot the th:mne$, 
'T'hc wombc and a1 dour'l to the kne, 
or IJr.u thei were upon to sc; (i ao 
'Inc legges were al mod of Stiel, 
So wc.rc his f~t :tlso somdic1t 
And somdicl part to hem wu uke 
Of Enhe which men Pones make; 

LAttN Y~r~a v. 3 \'eU-lutt.'t Ht.RB,. 8 \~UJJ'Ct CL «4 tCtat 
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( N' UIICUADIU:UAa'a 
Oau• .) 

Hie narnlt vllcrlus 
de quodam laplde 
rn:ndi, qui, ~'t in 
dtn.o 10mpnio vid~ 
bau1:t1 .a.b Cll't"CIJO 
mo.nte lUper stuuam 
corruc:ns 1ps.a.m quui 
in t1k:hi!um ~n~t·u• 
tontliuic. 

Hte loquau1r de 
tl'l tl."rPft':Orione tom• 
prtfl,ct primo dkit de 
~iJ:ni&teac.icne cap•t~ 
-'\I rd. 

De pectore: 

Uc ventre enc:o. 

ne tibc:b (err-cis. 

Oe signilicadonc 
pcdum. qui u duabua 
m;tcrna diKordantl· 
bus udinuicem 11lul1i 
ex:titc:ranL 

De lap'dl1 5t.tuam 
«ln&laccntis sJcnifl· 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

The tieblc meynd was with the stronge, 
So myhte it wei noght stonde Ionge. 
And tho me thoghte that I sib 
II grct •ton from an hull on byh 
Fel doun of sodein :l\'tnture 
Upon the feet of this figure, 
With which Ston ol tob~ltc was 
Gold, Sch·er, Enhe, Sue! and Bros, 
That al was in to pouldre broght, 
And ao forth torned into noghL' 

This ,.,.. the swc•·e.ne which he badde, 
1'h31 D•niel anon amdde, 
And scide him tlut figure so ... nge 
lktoknetb how the world scbal change 
And wue Lust worth and l.tsse, 
Til it to noght al o•·erp;we. 
The necke and bed, that weren golde, 
He seide bow that betokne scholde 
A worthi world, :l noble, a richc, 
To which non oner sch:U be liche. 
or Selver th~t "'"" overfortb 
Schol ben n world of IAS$C worth ; 
And nflcr that the wornbe of Bras 
Tokne of • werse world it was. 
Tho Stlel which he oyh afterward 
A world bctokncth more hord : 
Bot yet the werste or evcryde l 
l:; IRst, whnn thl\t or Erthe and Sticl 
He syh the feet dcp:ltted so, 
For that bctokncth rnochel wo. 
Whan th•t the world divided is, 
It mo.stc nlg:ue (A..rc ami!S, 
For Erthe which is oneynd with Stiel 
l'ogcdre "'"Y noght lastc wiel, 
Uot i( dut on dut other waste; 
So mot it ned .. failc in hoste. 
The Ston, which fro the hully St.tge 

6•o 
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PROLOCUS 

He syh doun folie on that ymngc, 
And hath it into j>Ouldre broke, 
Th•t swevene hoth Daniel unlokc, 

( N UUCHADirfUZAil'S 
D•owo.J 

And seide how that is goddes myht, P . I. 1l6 
Which whan men wene most upryht 
To stonde, schal hem o•·ercaste. 
And th:at is or this world the bste, 

1\ nd tlulnne :t newe adlal braiunc, 
Fro which a man schal nevere twinne ; 
Or :al to pe:ine or at to pes 
That world schal bsten endtles. 

Lo thus expondeth D•nitl 
The kynges swevcne r.ire and wei 
In Dabiloyne the Cite, 
\Yher that the wiscste or Coldec 
Ne cow-then wite wh:lt it mente ; 
Bot he tolde ol the hoi entcnt<, 
As in pc~rtie it is befolle. 
or gold lh< rente regne or aile 
Wll.S in th:u kinges time tlto, 
And l•s•• monye d:ties so, 
Tbcrwhiles th•• the Mon:ttchie 
or ol tile world in thnt pclrtie 
To Babiloyne was soubgit ; 
And hield him still• in such • !)\It, 
Til tlint the world began divenc : 
And tht'll W3S whan the king or Pcrse. 
Which Cirus hyhte, oyein the pes 
t1orth with his Sonc Ct\nthises 
or Bnbiloine nl thot Empire, 
R yht ns thci wolde hemself dcsiro, 
Put under in subjeccioun 
And tok: it in pos.sessioun, 
And slayn was U•lt:umr the kit~g , . 
Which IO$tC his rcgne ond ol h11 thmg. 
And thus whnn thei it hndde wonne. 

[ THE Urta.cs o,. 
11lt Wo•LD-] 

H'te: co~tcf" 

.cribit qll.ll:iler baius 
accuJi ~ <tariis IDO· 
t.ae:toaibus. prou.tindic
ta s.tatua llcunbt.t"C.t. 
s.ccvndum tcmporam 
dbwacc:ion~ 5Cn<:ibd· 
iter butcnu dimina· 
uftllir. 

6jo De ~o ureo. 
quod i.n eaphe statue 
delia:na.Wm ut, a 
tempore ipsius Nabu· 
godono)Or Regis C:d· 
dec wqu.e in rqnqm 
Cirl Regia Per"Soaruro. 

68o 
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De tc«~lo .l.tClPteo. 
The world or Seh•er w~s begonne qvod il'l pectore tdiK· 
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[ Til& E N J'I MU ()) 
Tue Woau.u.) 

n~tum csl, a 1cmpcrr~ 
ips.lus Rq:l• Cirl 
\~c.dnrepumAiu
udri RqU> )ht:c
doni~ 

De )C(UIO cnc-o. 
quod it1 vcnlre des1s• 
nuum at. a tempore 
l~iU.'I AlcXIIIIdrl ~· 
que in l't'.,num Julli 
UtJmanorum lmpara
loris. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And thot of gold wos p.1ssed oute : 
And in this wise il goth nl>oute Go;o 
In to the Rrgne: o( D:uius; 
And tb::anne it fell to Pe11C thus, 
Ttut Alis;aundre put hem under, 
\Vhicb wroghte o( MmC!$ mnny :t wonder, 
So that the Monnrcbie lerte 
With Crees, ond here nstnt uplefte, 
And Pe:rsie.ns gon under (ott, 

So sofire thei 1h.at nedes mote. 
And tho the world began of Br.u, 
And th:~.t or seh'er ended wns ; iOO 
not for the time thus it lastc, 
Til it befell that :tte IJ.ste 
This king, wb::an tb::at his d•y r.I.S come, 
With strengtbe or deth was O\'trcome. 
And natheles yet er he dyde, 
lie schop his Regoes to divide 
To knybtes whiche bim h>dde served, 
And ofter thot thei b::a•·e deserved 
Yllf the eonqutstts t.h:tt he: W3n ; 

Wherof gret werre tho beg:an :10 

Among hem thnt the l!.egnes hndde, 
'l'hurg_h proud E1wie which hem htddt, 
Til it befell oyein hem thus : 
The noble Ccsor Julius, 
Which tho w•s king of Rome lone!, P. 1. 28 
With gret b:ualllc and with mong bond 
AI Crecc, J'crse nnd ek C1ldee 
\ \'o.n and put under, so that he 
1\oght :U only or thorient 
Bot :U the ~lorche of thoccident ; •• 
Govemeth under his empire, 
As he thnt wns l1ol lord ~nd Sire, 
And bield thurgh his chh••lerie 
Of al this world the Monarchit, 
:\nd wu the ferste or that honour 
ll'hich tok the ru~me of Emperour. 

698 nedes) aotrr·e (sutrre) b.tJo: , B ;os orB ;tO puu e A 
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PROLOG US 

Whcr Rome thnnne woldc Runillel 
Ther mybte nothing c:ontrcvnitle, 
Bot every contrc moste obeie : 
Tho goth the Regne of Dr.u oweie, 
And oomen is the world of Stiel, 
And stod obo,·e upon the whiel. 
As Sticl is lmrd<'St in his kyndo 
Above allc othre that men flnde 
Of Meb.ls, such was Rome tho 
The myhtieste, •nd Lute so 
Long time amonges the Ro1neins 
Til thci become ~o \'ilcins, 
That the fals Emperour L<.'O 
Whh Con.slAntin his Sone Also 
"!'he l""trimoine ood the richesse, 
\Vhicb to Sih·esue in pure a1messe 
T he (erstc Constontinus lcfte, 
Fro holy cherche thei berene. 
Dot Adrion, which Pope was, 
And syb the meschief of this C3!, 

Goth in to Fmnce for pleigne, 
And prcith the ~'fete Ch>r!cmcine, 
For Cristn sake and Soule hele 
That be wol toke the querclc 
or holy cherche in his defence. 
And Cb::arles for the re•eronce 
or god the a~use b::ath undertake, 
:\nd ,,·ith his host the wcie tnkc. 
Q..,er the Montt of LomOOrdie; 
Of Rome •nd • I the tirandie 
With blocli swetd he overcom, 
And the Cite wlth strengthc nom ; 
1 n such a wise and there he wroghte, 
Th>t holy cherchc nyein he b roghte 
l nto fnncbise, and doth restore 
The Pope> I0$1. and y:U him mor< : 

{Tm; [MI'I.ut• OF 
Tit& W oMt.U.} 

De actulo fc:n'CO, 
quod in li~i• daic· 

.. JO natvm rU, a t~mporc 
~ 1ulii \"!!qUC In rt1t'O.Uftl 

Karoli m.agnl R~P, 
Francorum. 

P. I. 29 
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(THe [ JIPlaQ Of' 
Til. \VC)ItL.D,l 

De Sttulo noulul· 
nti-5 iam tempori~s 
ad aimilitudinaa pc. 
du.a. in cfi.K.onl .. m 
l•pao ct diulto, quod 
post det«SUm iptius 
Karol~ t'um imptrium 
Rom:.norurn in mllnu~ 
Lot~gob.a.rdonun per• 
uer1erat, tempore AI· 
be.nJ cl Brffnpl'il 
IDetpil: nam obcorum 
tUtm:ionna CO~tl;,it, 
vt AJmusni irDpcn. 
toli.'lm adepti a:unt 
mAintatun. fn CUIU'\ 
tol.utn quendant prln. 
C'ljlem theotonicum 
OlltOIItm nomine aub~ 
lilnarl r rfmilus CUll• 
lhtu~runL Et ab Ulo 
f'f'JOO iGcipiutc di· 
uhlo per \"Aiucnu .. 
orbu:tl in poskros 
con.c:rt""uit, vnd.ct aO!I 
ad alt~1trum dlul•l 
h~1 rus a.ecu.li con.surn· 
macionem iAm vltiml 
c apocla.ttH,t,1. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And thus wban he his god hath served, 
He to k, rus he wei hoth d~served, 
The Di:'ldeme nnd was coroncd. 
Of Rome and thus was ohondoned 
'rbe.mpire, which cam nt\·t.re 2ytin 
Into the bond of no Romein; 
Bot a long time it stod so stille 
~~der the Frens.;he kynges wille, 
fal thot fortune hir whiel so ladde, 
That a fler""'rd Lombardt it l"dde, 
Noght be the swerd, bot be sofTrance 
Of him thot tho was kyng of Fronce, 
Which K3rle Colvus cleped was; 
And he resigneth in this ens 
Themr>ire: of Rome umo l.owis 

P. I. 30 

His Cousin, which n Lomb~rd is. 
And so hit hme into the ycer 
o r Alben and or Bercnger; 
Bot t~nne upon dissencioun 
Thei felle, and in dh•fsioun 
Among hemsetr thnt were grcte, 
So thnt thci loste the be)'Ctc 
0( worschipe and o ( worldcs pe$. 

Bot in pro\'erbe n:uheles 
Men scin, rut selden ;., that welthe 
Can sofTre his oghne 35131 in bel the; 
.t\nd th:u wns on the Lomlxlrdz sene 
Suc;;h comun !itrit wn$ hem betwene ' 
Thurgh covcitfse and thurgh Envie, 
That every man drowh hi• partie, 
Which mybte IWe.n eny route, 
IYithinne llurgh ond ek withoute : 
The comun ryht h3th no febwe, 
So that the govemn.nce or Ja.we 
Was lost, nnd for neccssite, 
or that thei stode in such degre 
Al only thurgh di\•isiouo, 

;lo 

76.t as b~ ha~ wei ERBr, S84o'\ wei u he bath lh "" the 
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PROLOG US 27 

Hem ntdelh in conclusioun 
or wonge londes heir> beside. 

Soo rr··~ E• l'utQ o .. 
Tlllt \Vt)ltLD,) 

And thus (or thei hemsel( divide 
And stonden out of rtule uneve.ne, 
or Alemaine Prineea SC\'CRC 

Thei chose in this eondieioun, 
That upon h ere etcccioun 
Thempire or .Rome scbolde stonde. 
And thus thei lefte It out of bondc 
For Iacko of gr:>ce, ond it forsol:e, 
That Alemans upon hem toke : 
And to confermen here ast:lt, 
or that thci (ounden in dchot 
Thci token tbe poMessioun 
After tbe composicioun 
Among hemself, ond therupon 
Tbci m:1de ;m I!mpcrour anon, 
Whos name as the Croniquc tellcth 
Wu Othes; •nd so forth it duelleth, 
Fro thilke doy yit unto this 
' 11tcmpire of Rome h31b ben 3nd is 
To thnlemans. 1-\nd in this wise, 
.t\1 ye tofore h:l\'C herd dhrisc 
How Daniel the swevene expondeth 
or th•t ymoge, on whom he (oundeth 
The world which ofter seholde falle, 
Come is the l•ste tokne or aile; 
Upon the feet of Erthe and Stiel 
So suun this world now cvcrydiel 
Dep:utc'<l ; which begon riht tho, 
Whon Rome was d i• idcd so: 
And that is forto n:wc soce. 
For :Uv.-ay siththe more ::and more 
The world empeireth every doy. 
Whc::rof the sothe schcwe may, 
At Rome (erst If we be~inne: 

P. I. 31 

S>o 
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( o.\,.SlOif Tult C.w-a.: 
or [vu •• J 

CONF'ESSIO AMANT!$ 

The woll nnd nl the Cit withinne 
St:nnl in ruine and' in dcc.u, 
The feld is whcr the t>nJt-is was, 
The; 10un it "ast; :tnd O\'erth:u, 
If •·e beholdc tbilke osbt ''" 
\\'hicll whilom \\'3$ of the Romc:ins. 
Or kn)•hthode and or Citeuin.s, 
To peise now with thot beforn, 
The ch•f i' take for the com, 
As fono spcke of Rornes mybt : 
Unctbes SIOnt tiler ogbt upr)'ht 
or "011Chtpc or or worldeo good, 
As it before tyme stod. 
And why the w<lt$Chipe is aweit; 
H th.1t a nun the sothe s.eie, J>.:o 
"f"he C\USC lutlt ben diviJiOUn, 
Which modtr or oonfusioun 
Is \\'her 5Che cometh ovc:ml, 
Noght only of the temporol 
Uot o( the 4pirit>l also. 
The dcde proeveth it is so, 
And h3th do tn>ny dny er this, 
'J'hurgh venym which thnt nH.:dlcd is 
1 n holy chcrchc of Crthly thing : 
1:or Crist himself makth knuwleching ~f.lo 
'fh3t nomn.u nmy togedrc serve 
(jod nnd the world, bot if he swerve 
F'rownrd chnt on nnd stonde unstable ; 
1\nd Cristes word mny uoght w f.1ble. 
1'hc thing so OJl<!n is at yc, P. i. 33 
It ncdcth noght to speceJie 
Or apeke oght more in this matiere; 
Bot in this wise a man rnai lere 
1-lou thnt the world is gon oboute, 
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PROLOG US 

'the which wclnyh is wercd oute, 
After the form or th>l figure 
Which nanicl in his scripture 

NjG l 01\'lllO" 11-lt: CAllS~ 
or £\'IS..] 

Expondeth, os tofore ;, tuld. 
Of Bras, of Solver ond of Cold 
Tiu~: world i.s p.used 4rtd agon, 
And nOY~' upon his olde ton 
It stmt of brute! Erthc ond Sue!, 
The whiche :acorden ncw:rc a diel ; 
So mot it nedes swen·e ufde 
As thing the whi-ch men sen di,•ide-. 

Thapostel writ unto ous •lie 
And scith th•t upon ous ~ f.1lle 
Thende o( the world ; so rn•y we kno.-e. 
This )'lll:J.g:e is n)'h ovenhro~, 
Be which thi• -·orld """" signified, 
That 'K'hilom WM so magncficd, 
And now is old •nd fieble ond 'i~ 
Full of m...:hicf nnd of peril, 
And n:mt divided ek a.bo 
Licb to the feet th>t were so, ~ 

t\s I tolde or the Stntue obove. 
,\nd this men sen, tluorgh lacke of love 
Where os the lond divided is, 
h mol alg:ue r.,re :unis: 
1\nd now to lokc on every s ide, P. I. 34 
A rnn•l nmy sc. the world divide, 
The werres ben so gcncrnl 
.\moni£ the c."Tilacnc ovcrnl, 
Thnt C\'Cty mnn now secheth wrechc, 
t\nd ret these clerkes aldny 1>rechc 900 
And s.cin, good cledc m;ty non be 
Which SI!\IU noght upon chMile : 
I not hou ch::~rll!! mny stondc, 
Wher dcdly wcrre ;., IJ>ke on hondc. 
Hot :tl this \\0 is C:tU\-1! or m:ln, 
The whic-h th.:u wit ond reson cut. 
r\nd Lh:tt in IOL:ne :md in witnCSSC 

8}3 t:zJJOnrk~ S, f'K 89:a this) )'us AMH, X, H• 900 lhCIC!:] 
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1--ticdi.o~t S«Un.dum 
J~.po$1Gisuo. ql:Od nos 
$Willi~ in quos fine!' 
wt"Uli dct..-ct..etv.nL 
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{ Dl\'t.SIO~ Ttlll CAll!'; I: 

o' Evu .. ] 

H ie scl'iblt ·~~~od et 
d iul"ionil paulo1u1 
ainguln (1'1t:ll" dttrl· 
rnentum ~otroll l l\tllc 
paclutlltlr, 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

That ilke ymage bar lilmesse 
or man and of non other beste. 
For [et$t unto the nunnes heste 9 10 

Was every crea1ure ordtined, 
Bot a.fterw3rd it was rcslreigned: 
Whan that be fell, tbci fellen eke, 
Whan be wax sck, tbei woxen scke ; 
For ;t.S the man bath passioun 
or seknesse, in comparisoun 
So soffren othre cre:ttures. 
Lo, ferst the he\ttnly figures, 
The Sonne and Monc eclipscn bothe. 
And ben with rnannes senne "'rot he; 920 

The purest Eir for Senne BIOfLe 
flatb ben and is corrupt fulofte, 
Right now the hyhe wyndes blowe, 
And anon after thti ben lowe, 
Now cio~Kdy :tnd now clicr it is: P. i. 35 
So may it proO\'en wei be this, 
A mannes Senne: 1.$ (orto ~te, 
Which maltth the wclkne to debote. 
And forto se the proprote 
or O\'ery tbyng in his dogree, 930 

Benethe fonh omong ou5 hiere 
Al s1.nnt a.lichc: in this t'll3tic:rc : 
The See now ebbeth1 now il ftowtth, 
The Jond now wclketh, now it growclh, 
Now be the Trees with !eves grene, 
Now tbei be bnrc and nolhing sene, 
Now be the lusd somer floures, 
Now be: the stormy wynter shoures, 
Now be the cbies, now the nyhtes, 
So stant ther nothing al upryhtes, 9<o 

Now it is l)'ht, now it is dtrk ; 
And thus st:tnt al tbe " 'Otldes werk 
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PROLOG US 

Arter the d isposicioun 
or m~n and his eondicioun. 
Fonhi Crogoire in his Moral 
Seith thot a man in special 
The los50 world is properly : 
And thot he prOO'<·eth redely ; 
For mon of Soule resonable 
ls to an Angel resembuble, 
And lich to beste he bath fielinge, 
And lich to Trees he hath growinge ; 
The Stones ben :tnd so is he: 
Thus or his propre qualitc 

lDIYlt.I(Uf'Tlt.t: CA.UtC. 

O P' Evn: .. J 

The mnn, ns tellcth the clergic, 
.Is ns :\ world in his partie, 

P. l. 36 

,1\nd whan tbis lit<:l world mistorneth. 
The grete world aJ overtometh. 
The Lond, the See, the firmament, 
Thei axen a.Ue jugcment 
Aytin the nun and nuke him wme : 
Therwhi.le himself sunt out of herre, 
The remen:ant wol noght :ltorde: 
And in this wise, as I recorde, 
"J"'he m:m is cause of aile wo. 
\ Vhy this world is di"ided so. 

Oi\rision, the gospeH seith, 
On hous upon :mother Ieith, 
•ri1 Lhnt che Regne al o"·erthrowe: 
And thus mny every man wcl knowe. 
Division n.ho\'cn a.Ue 
Is thing which makth the world to f;allc, 
And evert hath do s ith it beg3n. 
1t mly rer.st proe"-e upon a man ; 
The which, for his complexioun 
ls m~d upon divisioun 
or cold, or hot, or moist, of drye, 
He mot be verny kynde d)·e : 
For the contnlre of his :ubt 

91• 

H~ dicit aecundum 
~uanrdium, quod om· 
ne regnum in :se dioi· 
!intn dc::;Qiabitur. 

Quod u sue com• 
pl~x.ionb nut~ria di· 
u~u:s homo u:~ortalis 
u:lwlt . 
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( 0m.s.t0Y TUIC CAUJC 
or Evu .. ) 

Quod boa!lo n cw
poris et ~nn..e c:ondi· 
dooe diutrus,. ticut 
WW~cionls hA c t 
dt:mpruac:ioni5 aptil\1• 
d lntn1 ingrcditur. 

QuaUtc:r Adam a 
•uta innottnde diul· 
~ a pa.rad:iw volu~ 
lAlit in tcrnm labons 
pc-C'<>Uor proi«tus .... 

QuaJiter popoll pc.r 
vniuenum orbem a 
C'ultura d~i diubi, Noc 
t:unt eu~ a.equc:l11 dl.l lll
t• .ut exeeptis, d!hut£o 
i•uc:-ricrunt.. 

CON FESSIO AMANTIS 

Stant C\'Crmorc in such debat, 
T il thnt o p.ut be overcome, 
Ther may no final pes be nome. 
Bot other wise, if "' m:1n were 
)!od ol togedre of o m>tiere 
Wichoutcn intcrrupcioun, 
Ther scholdc no corrupcioun 
f;ngendre upon that unite : 
Bot ror ther is di\•crsiw 
Withinnc hiruselr, he mny nogbt laste, 
Thot he ne deictb ole Lute. · 
Bot in a rmn yi1 o,-er thi.s 
full grc!t divisioun ther is. 
Thurgh which that he i• evere in strif, 
Whll thnt him bsteth cny I if: 
The bodl llod the Soule nbo 
Among hem ben dhidOO .so, 
Thot whot thing thot the body hoteth 
TI1e soule loveth ond deboteth; 
Bot natheles fulone is sene 
or werre which is hem bctwcne 
T he ricblc hmh wonnc: the vic:toirc. 
And who so drawtl1 into memoire 
Whot both befrule o ( old ond ne•·e, 
Re may dut werre sore rcwc, 
Which fent beg:tn in l'n1:1dis: 
For ther was proeved wh:u rt is, 
:\nd whnt tleM:se there it wroghte j 
For thilke wcrre tho forth broghte 
The ' 'ite of aile dedly Slnno, 
Thurah which dilision am inne 
..\mong the men in tnhe hitre, 
And wu the ('.3use and the matiere 
1\"hy god tho grcte Rodes scnde, 
Or at I he world :\nd 111:\<.IC nn Cndc 
Bot NOC: with his feL1schi)'>c, 
Which only wercn soulf be Sehipc. 
And Ol'<r thot thurgb Senne it com 

98~ be nome] beaomc FKih 

P. I. 37 

1000 

1010 

P.l. 38 

PRO LOCUS 

That Nembrot such cmprisc nom, 
Whan he the Tour Bnbel on bcihte 
r. et make, as he that wolde feihte 
Aycin the hihe goddes myht, 
Wheror divided anon ryht 
Was the b.ng;age in such entente, 
Thcr wist non wh:at ocher mente

1 

So thot thei n1yhtcn noght procede. 
And th11s it stant of every dede, 
\\'her Senne t~kth t he Q.use on hondc, 
It "'"Y upribt noght Ionge SLOnde; 
!o"'or Senne o f his condicioun 
h moder oi divisioun 
And tolcne whan the world schnl f•ile. 
For so Seith Crist wltboute filile, 
T h>t nyh upon tho worldes onde 
Pes and acord awey schol wende 
And aUe chorite schol eesse, 
Among the men and hate encresce; 
And whon these toknes ben bef>lle, 
AI sodeinly the Ston schal folie, 
As J);miel it h3th bcknowe

1 

Which a1 this world schal on~:rtbrowe, 
And e'•ery man schol thanne arise 
·ro j oie or eUes ro Juise, 
1111er t.h.u he schnl for t\'tte dwclle, 
Or strnght to hevene or stmght to he lle. 
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( DIVIItO:( Tl.ll C.. us~ 
or Evaa..) 

1010 • Qualhcr la cdUlea· 
a one turrls lhbc:J, 
quaru in del contt.mp
tu:cn Xc:tabrot C:t'U.it, 
lillp pri1u hcbraica 
in v;triu linpas ~ 
l in. vindic'ta dtuic;le. 
~tur. 

JOJO 

I O.JO 

Qu.alher mundw., 
qui In ttJ~HI dlui11ioob 
quul cotldlnnis )) f'l: · 
SCJIIJ tcmpor.t \'cxatur 
fla.gt: II is,ata pide.su ret' 
u~niemc, ld est • eli 
ui:na pcn~ncfA,-squc:ad 
t'e!O(ucioftc• Otnn:i:s 
earnis ~ublco conter· 
ctur. 

In hcvcne is pes and al acord, P . i. 39 
Bot helle i• full of such dcscord 
Thot tbcr may be no lo•·eday : 
Forthi good is, 'flo·hil :1 man Ol;l)', 

Echon to seu e pc:s with other 
And lo1'en as hiJ oghne brothec; 
So may he winne worldes welthe 
And afterward his soule hehhe. 

n ot wo1de god thal now were on 
An other such as Arion, 

ao.;o 

JotS sadtt prix 1-L..ER.Bt, B 10 19 be 011t. RL~ 8, W 1h.a1 Ht 
lc::d9 condldon F' 1033 margr• vuat Ht.ERB1, 8 1038 Md A 
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lilc na rrat oum· 
plum de C'OneOfdi.a c t 
vnh ato inter bomina 



l D~VISIOJf T'IIC. CAU!IE 
or Evn.) 

ri"'OIIClncb ; tt 4idt 
quahter q"ida• Arion 
11upu CtthaNta a 
M~f caatu• dtlt.&~e 
con•na me1odla tante 
v;rhuls uth~t. '" 
ips~ non tohu'Q ,.,1'\1,.,. 
C'l.lm viro. •tt eciam 
lconcmtumcrrna, I up· 
urn rum agna, canem 
cum le~. ipsum 
audicntel , • .,a.nimiter 
ablo(JUC vll :a di~.~:ordla 
adinulcem padfica1.111. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Which badde :m harpe or such cemprure, 
And therto of so good mesure 
Re song, tb:lt he the besles wilde 
Made of his note ume and milde, 
The H inde in ps with the Leoun, 
The Wolf in pes with the Mohoun. •o6o 

The Hare in pees •tod with the Hound ; 
And every m• n upon this ground 
\Vhich Arion tbnt time he.rde, 
Als wei t11e lord os the schepherde, 
He broghte hem ollc in good ncord ; 
So that the conum with the lord, 
And lord with che comun nlso, 
He selte in lO\'e bothe tuo 
And putte a.wey rna lenco1ie. 
Ttut was a lusti melodict 
\Vhan every man with othet low ; 
And i( tber were such on now, 
Which cowthe horpe os he tho dede, 
He mybte a•-aile in mony a stede 
To make pes "'"her now iJ hate ; 
For whon men thenken to deb:uc, 
I not what other thing is good. 
Bot wher tb:lt wisdom w:axeth woe!, 
And reson tometh into na.gr, 
So that mesure upon oultmge 
Hath set his- world, it is to drcde i 
For tbnt bringth in the comun d rcdc, 
Whicb stant n.l e very mllnncs Oore : 
Bot whan the scharpncsse of the spore 
The horse side smit to aorc, 
It grievetb ofte. And now nomore, 
As forto speke of this ma.dere, 
Which non hot only god moy atiere. 

Explicit Prolol"• 

IOjO 

P. I. 40 

IOSO 

rcnl w&X-ed. FK 1CI87 As) And VERSo, B ,..., Bt 1o88 cod 
oaly may HaER, 8 god may only B• 

LIBER PRIMUS 

Inclplt Libe~ Primus 

i. Natura/us a#tor ntllllre legilnll "&M 
S uiNiit, tl v nanimu amdtol t.llt fcrn.s: 

P. l. 4' 

Jluius t:nfm mundi P(ince(!r tu11tJr eue. vldr.lur1 

Cuius 'G~I tfllus, pauper tl 01!'1Ni.l ojJI. 
S un/ in (1& 0114 jJ<Jru amor ~/ f(tr/mm, 9111 u cnJ 

l'ltM.t atl bw'dias vtrlit vltr9111 rola.J, 
£11 nmor egra salu.r, fltxolo gults, J lus trror, 

Btl/it<~ par, 'llfllnus dukt, suaJu maluflf. 

1 moy noght strecche up to the he•·ene 
Min hand, ne setten a.1 in e'-ene 
This worldt which evere is in b.lbnce:: 
It stint noght in my Stlfliconce 
So grete 'thinges to compasse, 
Bot I mot le:t~ it o,·e.rpasse 
And treten upon othre !hinges. 
l'onhi the S tile o f my writinges 
Fro this cby forth I thenke change Postquam in Pro-

. • loco t,..ctatum ha~· 
And speke or thmg 1S noght so strnnge, IO tenus u Jstil, qualitCT 
Which C\'t ry kinde hath u(JOn honde1 P . I. 4"J •·~~i~rnc c~nd!eioni.s 

dm1a1o ('antal\S d1· 
And wherupon the world mot s tonde, lt«lor1em supt:rauit, 
And hath don sitben it began, lntendh auc tor Ad 

. . pro.ens suutn libel· 
And seMI wh1l tber ts any man ; hun cuiu11nomcnCon· 
And tltM is Jo·ve, of which I mcne rcssio Am:utlis nun· 
• cupalur1compqncredc ro trett:-, as after scbaJ be sene. mo amore, a quo non 
In which ther can nom3.n him reule, aolum humant,Un t.e-. 

. f I n.u, sed edam cunc:u for loves bwe LS out o reu e, anbnan.c:b mturahtu 
That o{ tomocbe or or tolite subiciUDUif. Et qua 
We1nyh is e"ny man to wyte, n noru:naUi•maatq:lJJrra 

t artedl~a Yp to b. EC, b. ~cbc ''P to h. X&. (Yl) 8 &r)li 
(II'O<h') AJIIEoE, M, FlUb II'•' H>YXR ... Bo. 8, W tolhioc il) 
)hares E.H1Y ..• S.. B .ao(bt so] more YX 131H11rp. 
intcndit] intendlt toci..am ERCL intend.it d lLBt 

1> 2 



( l .nn RtU.U TriC 
Wouo. ] 

l}llam upedit d~esJ. 
dcril r:.'l$1onibus ere• 
b••o atimu1li1Uur, ma· 
ter':~ llbri J>CT totum 
HIPf! l hii• sp«ialius 
d•fr~tnd.wr, 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And natheles ther is noman 
In al this world so ~'YS, tb>t mn 
or love temprc the mcsurc, 
Dot as it faith in nventure : 
For wit ne strengthc tMy noght helpe, 
And he .. ·hich elles wolde him yelpe 
Is r.uhest throwen under fotc, 
Ther mn no wiht thcrof do bote. 
For yet n s nc:vere such co,·ine, 
That coutbe ordeinc :L medicine 
To thing which god in lawe of kinde 
Jiath set, for ther mn.y noman Cinde 
T he rihte snlve of such a Sor. 
It hath and schal ben e\·eremor 
That lo\·e is nuister wber be wile. 
Ther c:m no lif 1112ke other sidle; 
For wber as C:\'Cre him lest to seue, 
Ther is no myht which him may Jette. 
Bot wh:~t schal (nllen ntc laste, 
The sothe c:m no wisdom caste, 
l)ot as it falleth upon chnnec; 
For if ther e\'ere wns bal:tnce 
Which o r fonune stant governed, 
1 may wei li<''C • • I am lerned 
That love hath that b:olanee on honde, 
Which wol no reson understonde. 
For love is hlind and m:..y noght se, 
l:-orthi may no ccrtcincte 
Be set upon his jugemcnt, 

•• 
P. I. 43 

Bot l1S the whiel nboute '~"•ent ~o 
lie yifth his gmees u ndesen·ed, 
And fro that man which mtb him served 
Fulorte he 1:1kth ••eye his fees, 
As he that pleieth otc Ocos, 
And therupon whot .schal befalle 
He not, til 1ht\t the ch:mcc fnlle, 
'Vhcr he sch:tl lt-Se or he schal winnc. 

23 mii'J'lrt Cft:bt~ HIE ... a. t6 "'"'K'" c!ifll.tndet1Jr n 3'1 (1\'t:re 
bim letl] bim.clncst (list) HaY£RBr. n llb.t) so abovtc iJ Wtnt t\Cl. 
itabovte Y<tDt 4 51 graec: 1hXCERBt1 B~ S4 And JI,VERBt, B 

LIBER PRIMUS 

And thus fulofit men beginne, 
That if thei wi.sten wb:lt it mente, 
Thei woldc ch>nge ol here entente. 

And forto proven it is so, 
I am miselven on of tho, 
Which to this Soolc am underfonge. 
For it is sitbthe go noght Io nge, 
As forto speke of this m.1ticre, 
1 m•y you telle, if ye woll hitre, 
A wonder hap which me hefel~ 
ThAt WAS to me bothe hnrd nnd fell, 
Touchcndc of love and his fortune, 

3i 

( EaA.N r1.~ or 1 tiE 
A UT110 k.l 

l l!ctli.I.Ui m pt;l"llMa 
l'io aliorum, 11\IO~ a ii'K.Ir 

~aiJigflt , nnt;e i\S!kt liUC· 
tor cue .1-\mantcm, \ >:a • 

Till eorum 1>as.sioncs 
\'ariia huiu• llbri dis· 
tinecloalbus ptr ~ng~ 
ub MTibcre propo.niL 

•• The which me liketh to oomune 
And plcinly fono telle it oute. 
To hem tb.\t hen Jo,'Cr$ aboute 
Fro point to point I wol dedare 

P. l. 44 

And wryten o( my woful are:, 
Mi worull day, my wofuU chonce, 
Thnt men mowc.: take remembrunce 
or that thcl scball biemfier rede: 
For in good feitb this wolde 1 r~-de, 
Thnt e \•cry m:m ensamp1e t~kc 
Of wisdom which him is hel3.ke, 
And th>t he wot of good •prise 
To tcche it fonh, for such emprisc 
Is fono prcisc; and therfore I 
Woll wrytc nnd schewe ol openly 
How IO\'C and 1 togedre rneue, 
Wheroi the world cnsamplc reuc 
Mai after tbi.s, wb.\n I om go, 
Of tbilke unsely jolif ~·o, 
Wbos reule '""" out of the wcie, 
Nou gbd and nou glodnesse owcie, 
And yet it m.ty noght be withstonde 
For oght that men DlllY understonde. 

ii. Non tgt~ SamJuoni..t viru, milt Htrmlis arma 
J/lnto, 111111 std vi !tit' vltlus amnr~ pari. 

VI dfJ~II/ nlliJ do~tl txjtrltnri'a /Mil~ 
Rt6111 t'lf amt lguis IJIU sil Aa6cnlla tJia. 

,6 DOW B. 8o iJ him AC 
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Hie dtellr'at mate
ria.m, d i«ns qu.Aiiur 
Ct~pido quoduo ipilo 
i<Jca lo au t cord3 mcl'll• 
orb.m tr'11111 vi cere per· 
(orauit, quod Venus 
J)Crcipicn• IP"'mn. \'I 
dic-it, qua.ai ttl mort~ 
U1iC1lJo -s-tma:tucn, 
ad (Gftfitendum Sot 

C'oen-io sacft'd,oti .super 
•.tnOn~ ~~~- ate Sotmi
niuum spc('b.lucrtortl• 
~neudau•l . 

CONF"ESSI O AMANTI S 

/Jnliut ()rt/q fiNds t .. mplala ptrlclet 1t91unkm 
INinn'l 11 lug11, Ju st'J,.,MJ il/1 rtJdlll. 

11/1 fMihu a-go VllfM-.1, CaJfl.l, /m;1t11'a11il tumrJti,JN. 
Orti.J In t.¥tmj/um uri/Jn-~ tnu/41 JN1/am. 

Upon the point Lhot is befalle 
Of love, in which th:tt I am fallc, 
I thenke teUe my matiete: P. i. 45 
Now hc:rknt, who that wol it hiert. 
Of my fortune how that ir fcrde. 
This endercl.1y, as I forthferde 
To nlko, as I yow telle may,-
,\nd that "':IS in the Monthe or Mai~ roo 
Whan every brid h01h chose hi• make 
And thcnklh bi.t merohes foroo make 
Of love that he hoth achieved ; 
Bot so was 1 nothing relit\·td, 
for I ""' funber fro my love 
Than Erthc is fro the bevenc above, 
As forti) speke of cny sped : 
So wi.ste 1 me non other red, 
Bot a.s it were a m.:m (orfare 
Unto 1he wade I gon to faro, 110 

Noght forto singe with the briddcs, 
For whanne I was the wode a.middcs, 
I fond a swote grene pleine, 
And ther I gon my wo compleigne 
\\'i.s.shinge nnd wepinge aJ myn one, 
for other merthes mnde I none. 
So hard me wns that ilke throwe, 
Thllt one sithes ovenhrowe 
To grounde 1 was wi1hou1e breth ; 
And evere 1 wisshide nrter deth, 110 

\Vhanne I out of my peine awok, 

L.Jr,. "'"" ii. S Deuius AJMt., 4A, FKHt DeauuJ. (r) H1Y 
~m1ua XGEC. 8 Dd.aqw" L DcuJ &So V~i R 7 Ue] AN~ 
B,v,.,,,£R.B., a 

to:. t11lc~CL, D ro; Snumu~ rogrorsake 0 11oVnto •• • 
( 51111 tofate F' And to •.• forth i» he fare Cl. Ami to ••• gan 1 to 
fare Y To • • . I &an (a~ R To • • , l made me )Ire B.t Vnto • , • 
I'll)' way p.n ~kc 8 t;,., om. SnD 116 o)e.re A no wiuhidf' 
FK wi!ldidc S wtu.bid lU •1. wb.Kbcd 

LIBER PRIMUS 

And eo!le up many a pitous lok 
Unto the bevene, and seide thuJ : 
' 0 thou Cupide, 0 thou Venus, 
Thou god of love ond tbou goddessc, 
IV her is pite? whcr is mekncsse? 
Now doth me pleinly Jh:e or dye, 
For ce.rtes such " nuladie 
ru I no•· have and Ionge have badd, 
It myhte make a wisman madd, 
If 1hnt it scholdo Ionge endure, 
0 Venus, queene or loves cure, 
Thou lif, thou lust, thou rnannes bel~. 
Behold roy cause and my querelt, 
And yir me som part of thi gnce, 
So th•t I may finde in this pt.ce 
If thou be gracious or non.' 
And with that word I sawh anon 
The kyng of love and qweene bathe; 
Bot he 1hnt kyng with yhcn wrothe 
His chiere aweiw11rd fro me cnstc, 
And fonh he passede ate laste. 
Bot nathcles a he forth wenLe 
A firy D:ul me thogh1e he hentc 
And threw it thurgh myn herle role: 
In him fond I non other bole, 
For Ienger list him noght lo duelle. 
Bot sche that is the Source •nd Welle 
Of wei or wo, thot schal betide 
To hem that Ioven, at that tide 
Abod, bot fono teUen hiene 
Schc east on me no goodly chiere: 
Thus n:uheles to me sche seide, 
'What art thou, Sone ?' and 1 nbreide 
Riht os n man d oth out of slep, 
And Lherof tok sche riht good kep 
And bod me nOthing ben adrud : 
Bot for nl that I wns noght gl>d, 
For I nc !h'lwh no cause why. 
And ell seheo :tSketh, what ~·ll.!l I : 

t6o acbeo FK .J. ache 

•.10 
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[Vcsut QunN or 
Love.] 
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[Vuua QuDJII' 0 1• 

l.ovL] 

(CCI!IIUS. nu:; PIUUT 
o• I.G"'L) 

CONFESSIO AMANT!S 

I seide, • A Caitif that lith hiere : 
Wb:lt wolde ye, my Ltdi diore? 
SeMI 1 ben hoi or ellos dye?' 
Sche seide, • TeO thi m;obdie: 
Wb;,t is thi Sor of which thou plcignest 1 
Ne hyd it noght, for if thou fcignest, 
I can do the no medicine.' 
• Mn cbme:, I nm a mnn of thync, 
That in thi Court hnvc lange served, 
And :uke that l have deserved, 
Som wele nfter my long<: ,,.o,' 
And scbc beg:'" to loure tho, 
And seide, 'Ther is rmmye of yow 
Faitours, and so may be thnt thow 
Art riht such on, and be (cinli~ 
Se:ist that thou bast me do servise.' 
And n:ltbeles sche ~·iste wei, 
Mi world stod on an other whiel 
\\'itbouten eny faituie: 
Bot algate of my mobdie 
Sche bad me telle •nd seie hir trOWlhe. 
• Ma dame, if ye wolde h~w~ rowlhc,' 
Quod I, • than wolde 1 tolle yow.' 

r8o 

• Scy fonh/ quod sche, • nnd tell me how ; 
Sche"· me tbi seknesse everydlel.' P . l. 48 
' Ma dame, that cnn 1 do wei, 
IJe so my lif thcrto wol lnste.' 
With that hir Jok on me schc auuc, 
And seide : 'In auntc:r if lhou live, 
M i will is (erst that thou be liChrive; 
And rutbcles bow thot it is 
1 wot miself, bot for ol this 
Unto my prest, "hich comth anon, 
I ,.·oU thou telle it on and on, 
Bothe oil thi thoght ond oJ thi werk. 

' !10 

t6t N~damel ~ydoe lobnGowue£, D And I auwcnlcwi~drvY 
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LIBER PRIMUS 

0 Genius myo oghne Clerk, [Conus. nnt P1utn 

Com forth :tnd hior this mannes scbrifie,' 0
' Lo= l 

Quod VenuJ tho; ond 1 vpline 
Min befd with th•t, ond gan b.holde 
The sel•e Prost, which as sehe wolde "" 
Wu redy there and sette him doun 
To lUcre my c:onfessioun. 

iii. Cqnfiuii.J Gcnio .si sit mcditina salttlis 
E*riaY JHoriJis, vuos tulil ijst~ Vmu.s, 

luu gul'il~m ferro JJutflt:tmlur mtm/Jra sa/utl, 
Rm·o l twtm ttwlicum vulmu amiJril IN•h t. 

This wortbj Prest, this holy man 
To me spekende thus began, 
And seide: • .Benedicite, 
M i Sone, or the felicite 
Q( love and ek Of oil the WO 

Thou scMit thee schri\•e of bothe tuo. 
What thou er tbis for loves uke 
Hut ielt, let nothing be forsake, 
Tell pleinliche as .it is bef.Ue.' 
And with that word I g:.n doun falle 
On knees, and with devocioun 
And with full gre< cootricioun 
I seidc thannc: • Oominu.s, 
Min holi fader Genius, 
So ns thou b:tSt experience 
or love, (ot whos reverence 
Thou schalt me scbrivcn nt thia time, 
I prni the let me noght mistime 
M i och rifle, for I am destourbed 
In ol myn herte_, and so contourbed, 
Tlut I ne moy my \\ittes gete, 
So schal I moche thing foryete : 
Bot if thou wolt my scbrifte oppose 
Fro point to point, th:utne 1 suppose, 
Ther seMI nothing b. left behinde. 
Bot now my wittos ben so blinde, 
•I'b.:lt 1 ne can miselren teche.' 

{Title Lo\'ER's 
Su.Jun.] 

HJc d.idt qu.alit~ 
c~to pro ConJcs.sore 

21o acdcnu prouotuws 
P . I. 49 AmaAS od «~<~Sreo· 

d•m ec fk.:ds tellibu 
incuna.atu.r,supplicaas 
lam<'n, vt ad sui kn~ 
__, lnfOf'lnadQncm 
con(Q10r Ule.in dieen· 
db opponc.n:. ailM bc
ntcru\d dlrc•rctur. 
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ScnDO Cuil u«r
doht supe.r C'On(n 
atone ad Am.antcm. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Tho he b<g:ln anon to preche, 
And wilh his wordes debonaire 
He scide tome softe and Caire : 
• Thi schrifte to oppcne and hiere, 
My Sone, I am assigned hiere 
Be Venus the godcsse abo•·•· 
IVhos Prest I am touchcnde or love. 
JJot nathcles for certein ski1e 
I mot al~te and nedt.'.S wile 
Noght only mnkc my spekyngcs 
Of IO\'C, bot or othrc thinges, 
T hat tOucllen to tbe Ct4USt of vice. 
For tbnt belongeth to thoflicc: 
Of P rest, whos ordre that I l>cre, 
So th:tt I wol nothing forbcre, 
lbat I the vices on and on 
Ne $<:hal thee oc:hcwcn e•'<rython ; 
Wherof thou myht take evidence 
T o reule wilh tbi COO$Cicnct. 
Bot of conclusion fin:tl 
Conclude I wol in sp<ci.tl 
For loYe, whos scn'Olnt J am, 
And why lhe cause is !hat I com. 
So thenke I to doo bothc tuo, 
FCT$t tlut myn ordrc longcth to, 
"l1'e vices forto telle nrc'-'t. 
Bot next above nile othrc schewe 
Of IO\'C I wol the proprc tcs, 
How that thei stonde be degrees 
After the disposicioun 
Or Venus_ whos condicioun 
I moste rolwe, as I am holde. 
For I with love am al withhold<, 
So that the lasse I am to wyte, 
Thogb I oe conoe bot • lyte 
or othre thinges that ben wise: 
I am nogbt tawbt in such a wise ; 
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LIBER PRIM US 

for it is noght my comun us 

To speke of vices and ''"'US. 
Bot "' or IO\'C and or his lore, 
1-... or Venus bokes of nomore 
Me t«:hen nowtbcr text ne glose. 
Bot for •Is moche as I suppose 
It sit • prest to be wei thewed, 
J\nd sehnme it is if he be lewed, 
or my l'resthode after the forme 
t wol thi schriftc so enformet 
Thnt ate leste thou schalt bicre 
The vices, nnd to thi matiere 
or love 1 schal htm so rcmenc, 
Th::~.t thou schaJt knowe wh:..t thci mene. ,wo 
for whnt n man sch;~l axe or sein 
Touchende of scbrifte. it mot be ple.in, 
1t n«<eth noght to make it queinte, 
For t rowthe hise wordes " ol noght peinte : 
That I wole axe of the rorthi, 
My Sone, it oc:bal be so pleinly, 
That thou oc:h•lt lrnowe and uoderstonde 
n,e poincz. or scbrirte how that tbei stondc.• 

iv. ViFNI '' n11dliNI fr"gilt'.R s1ml Dlfla mrnlll, 
Q.tt' 11ldt11a INIJifii.J da.11tkn nulla /JOUI/. 

£11 l/Jl /arga via, g radllur qua urn/Is aJ on/rlnlt 
1/oslll, " lngr,ditiiS fossa laknla ra/Jil. 

lite mldu' cqnf~.JIOT" Gmhts pn»tqrdla tmftrl, 
D11m sit ,., t.rlnmts v lta rt!/ttJrsa mulls. 

Nunt lltnlln ttl potn-it stm;:viua 10911ria futtrt', 
V,·h.t fur DJ / itlllifl ro11sti.a flttJtlis aga/11. 

lletwen the lif and deth 1 hcrde 
This Prestes tale er 1 answerde, 
And th•nne 1 preide him forto seie 
His will, and I it wolde obtie 
Arter the forme of his apprise. 
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Sua1n.} 

Tho sp:ek be tome in such a .,.,·ise, 
And md me that I scbolde oc:hrive 
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(Tuc Fn-z S~l'ta.l 
duobus preclpue qufn · 
'lue sensuurn. hoe C"lt 
de \'ISU et n.udhu, C:OII• 
rci$C.Ir pre cettris ~.JI)• 
ponlt. 

[SuJ;o;o.] 

CONFESSIO AMANT I S 

.As touchende of my witlC$ fp-1~:, 

.And schi1pe that thci were amended 
Of thot I hndde hem misdispended. 
For tho be J>roprely the gates, 
Thurgh whichc: ns: to tbe berte n.lgnte.s 3oo 
Comth aile thing unto the feire, 
\Vbieh tn:l)' the: n1:1nnes Soule empeire. 
And now this m•tiere is bcogbt inne, 
Mi Sone, I thenke fern beginne 
To wite bow that thin yhe h:uh stondc, 
The wh ich is, ns I undcrnonde, 
Tbe mostc principal of alle, 
T burgh whom that peril mai bcfnllc. 

And forto speke in lo•·es kinde, 
Ful m:mre suehe a m:m mai Iinde, J•c 
Whiche evere coste 3boute here yhe, 
To Joke if th:lt thei myhte :upie 
Fulofte thing which hem ne toucheth, 
Bot only th31 here herte souchcth 
ln hindringc or an other wiht i 
And thus Cui mnny a worthi knyht 
And mnny n lusti !Jldy botbe 
fuve be fulofte •ytbe wrotbe. 
So that •n )'ht is .. a thief 
To love, ond doth ful gret meschicf; J•• 
>\ nd nlso for his ogbne part 
F ulofte thilke firy D>rt 
or loveJ which lhat cvcre brcnncth, 
'!'burgh him into the bene rcnncth : 
And thus o mnnnes yhe ferst P. i. S3 
Himseh·~ grie,·eth .Uther werst, 
And m:1ny a time that he knoweth 
Unto his oghne h>rm it gro1<eth. 
Mi Sone, hcrkne now forthi 
A tD.Ic, to be war tberby 33• 
T hin yhe fono kepc a nd warde, 
So that it p.•ssc noght his worde. 
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O•·ide tclleth in his bok 
E nsample touchende of misloi , 
And seith hou whilom ther was on. 
A worthi lord, wll4ch 1-\cteon 
\V:u; hotc, a.nd he: w:ts cousin nyh 
T o him thot Thebes ferst on hyh 
Up S<OIIC, which king Cadme hyhte. 
This Actton, u he wei m)•htc. 
~bove •lie othre CIStc his chiere, 
And used it (ro yer to yerc, 
WitT> Houndes and ><ith grete Hornes 
Among the wodes and the thornes 
T o make his h~u,ting and his ch:6ee: 
Where him best thoghtc in every ploce 
To finde gon1tn in his "·cie, 
Tber rod he forto bunte ond pleie. 
So him befell upon • tide 
On hts hunting as he ClOl ride. 
In n (~"ore~n al one he was; 
He syh upon the grene gras 
The (aire (rci.sshe flourcs springe, 
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(TAL&. or Ac:ttotc..) 
H ic N&tnt Con(~ 

$Of' UC'mptum de vlsu 
ab illkitlt preac.ru•n· 
do, dic~nsqualher Ae· 
tcoi\CadnliR('(;I.!!Thc· 
bamm nepot, durn in 
qua dam Fornla \'c.l'la• 
cionia cat.au apadarc-
'ur, attldit '\"t ipse 

3-40 quc:ndam ionttlll nc· 
morosa arbonu:n pul· 
critudinc c:iratmuc:n
tu.m aupcruUli('M, vi· 
dit lbl Dianam cum 
5uis Nimt~hb nuda.m 
in Oulrtlnc balncM· 
tern ; qmun d iligcn· 
c-ius lnuaen~ ocuiO!l 
suos ~t mullcbrl nud!
tate nu.llalaua Olt.le.t· 

tC'rcvoletiO!t. Vnde in· 
d~Mta Diana lpsum 
in cenai ,.,..._,... lrans
fonuult: q~cm una 

3~0 proprU appr<:bc.ndct~• 
... tnmorlilerbtlentibus 

pcnhu'l dllani&l\lnl. 

He herde among the !eves s inge 
T he Throstle with the nyhtingnle: P. i . 54 

Thus er he wiste into :1 D:tle 
He om. wher was a litel ptcin. 
AU round oboute wei bcsein 
With buisshes grene ond C~dres hyhe; 
And ther withinne he coste his yhe. 
Amidd the plein he syh a wcllo, 
So (air ther myhte nom:m tclle, 
In which Diona n>ked stod 
To b:lthe and pleie hire in the ftod 
With many • Nimphe, which hire senoeth. 
Bot he his )'he awey n.e swervedt 
Fro hire, which was nnked al, 
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(T.~tou or Acno!e.) 

Coorcuor. 

[T•u or NoVSA.] 

Hie ponh. aUud ea· 
tmpluro de eod~, 
\'b& dicil quod qutdam 
prln<cpt nomlnc:Phor
ceu• t.ru progf:nuit 
fliiJJ, Corroncs a vul· 
so nllnC11p11.ta1, que 
uno p.a.rtu uorte de· 
formh.attm Mons.tto
rum acrpentinam ob
tlnuc:runt;qulbus.cum 
inet.t:tcm pcnacnc.....,t, 
taJit dudnat.a. (uerat 
natv"' quod cpk:u1311• 
que ia tal upittn:t 
in lap~ t10brto mu
t.a.batur. Et .sic qna:m 
plura lncautc rQpi-

CONF'ESSIO AMANTIS 

And sche ..-:15 wonder wroth withal, 
And him, .. sche which was goclesse, 
forseho·p anOn1 and the liknesse l;o 

Sche tl\l\de him t:lken or nn He:rt, 
Which was tofore hise houndes s tert, 
That ronne bcsilicbe aboutc 
\Vith many nn horn and nuany 11 route, 
·rhat modc:n nlocheJ noise and cry: 
And nte Lute unhappcly 
This Hert his oghne houndes slowhe 
:\nd him for vengance al mdrowbe. 

Lo now, my Sone, what it is 
1\ mm to cute his ybe amU.. 3So 
Wblch Acteon hath dere aboght; 
Be .... r rorthi and do it noghL 
For orte, who thnt h iede toke, 
.Bctre is to winke Lban to loke. 
And forto proven it is so, P. l. 55 
Ovide the Poete also 
A tale whieh ro this matiere 
Acordeth seith, as thou scholt biere. 

In Mtt:amor it celleth thus, 
How that a lord which Pborceus 
w .. hote, hadde dowbtres thre. 
Bot upon here nruivite 
Such w3s the conste:llacion, 
Th11t out or nutnncs n.ttdon 
Fro kynde thet be so miswent, 
Tlt>l to the likne5Se or Scrpcnt 
Thei were bore, nnd so that on 
or bem was cleped Stellibon, 
That other soster Suri>le, 
The thridde, as teUeth in the tole, 
Medusa hihte, and 03theles 
Of eomun n~me Corgones 

... 
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LJBER PRIMUS 

Jo e..-ery contte ther aboute, 
As Mon.s:tres "'·biehe that men doute, 
Men clepeo hem ; and bot on yhe 
Among hem ·thre in pourp3.rtle 
Thei h>dde, or which thei myhte se, 
Now hath il this, now hath it schc; 
Arter th"' cnusc and node it ladde, 
llc throwcs ech of hem It hndde. 
A wonder thing yet rnore nmis 
Ther was, wlteror I telle ol this : 
What man on hem his chiere aste 
And hem behield, he was ols rasze 

~·· 
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(TALL OF lh:Ol!'SA .] 

cic.ntn vhb iUi• l"Ui· 
~nt. Set Peneus 
miles clipeo Palladis 
ctadloquc Mcreurii 
munhu1 cas extra 
montcm Atl1bntis to· 
habit•ntea animo au• 
dad P.btquc aut pc:ri· 
c'•lo lntcr(eelt. 

Out of a m:1n into 3 Ston P. i. s6 
Forscb>pe, and thus rut monyon 
Deoeived were, or thot thei wolde 
M isloke, whcr that thei ne scholde . 
Dot PerseUs thnt wortht knyht, 
Whom P>llas or hir grcte myht ~·• 
H:tlp, and tok him • Schield thcrto, 
And ek the god Mercurio olso 
Lente him a p•erd, be, u it reu, 
Beyende Atblans the hihe hell 
These Monsu:es ooghte, ond there lte rond 
Diverse men or thilke lond 
Thurgh sihle or hem mistomed were. 
Stondcnde as Stones hiere and there. 
Bot he_ which "'isdom and prouesse 
Hodde or the god nnd the godessc, 
The Schield or Pallo$ gon cnbmc:e, 
With which be coveretlt sour his roc:e, 
Mercuries Swerd and out he drowh, 
And so be b:u him that he slowh 
These dredl'ul MoMtres olle thre. 

Lo now, my Sont, :t\ise ~ 
Th>t thou thi •iltte noght misuse: 
Cast voght thin )'he upon M.eduse, 
That thou be tomed into Ston : 
For so wys man was ne\'erc non, 
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( HEA"Uto,] 

[Tu.E. PAuDr.Jttt or 
ntt S&APU'T,] 

Hie nAfl'llt C.on(cs. 
aor e:x(mplurn, vt non 
ab auri.a ~xa\ld lclon~ 
f:thUliWIDIUf dccepiUI 
lnuoluatur. Et dicit 
qualittt i1Jc K~M, 
qW as:pi.s \'O('&tu.r, 
que:ocb:&ft predof.i.ut. 
mum lapi<k:m QOI!Dinc 
Carbuntuium In we 
rrontit mcdio gc-.atara, 
contra \'t.rba lntlln· 
liUit ls aurem vnam 
tern: ~tflig('ndo premit, 
d ali~ aut:~ eaudc 
t timulo firmissime ob
tuu.L 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Dot If he ~·el his yhe kepe 
1\ nd toke of fol dellt no kepe, 
Th•t he with lust nys ofte nome, 
Thurgh strengthe of love· ond o'-ercome. 
Of mislol·ynge how it hoth ferd, P. l 57 
IU I have told, now h0$t thou he<d, 
My goode Sone, nnd tnk good biede. 
And overthis yet I thee rode 
T hnt lhou be 'W:lf or lhin hcriogc, 
Which to the Herte the tidinge 
or nuny 3 \':1nite both brnght, 
To t>rie with a m>nnes thnght. 
And notheles good is to hiere 
Such thing wherof • man may l<re 
Thnt to vcrtu is acordnnt, 
And tow>rd o.J the remenant 
Cood is lO tome his Ere: rro i 
For elles, bot n mon do so, 
Him moy fulofte mysbef.Ue. 
I rede en.sample amongcs aile, 
Wherof to kepe wei an Ere 
l t O(ihte putc n m:tn in ferc. 

A Serpent, which that Aspidis 
Is deped, of his kynde hath this, 
Th>t he the Ston noblest of aile, 
The which thot men Carbuncle aile, 
Berth In his bed nbove on beihtc. 
J"or which whnn that a m3n be sleyhtc, 
'J'he Ston to winne and him to dlunte, 
With his canxte him wolde encmunte, 
Anon os be perceh·eth tha~ 
He Ieith doun his on Ere al plat 
Unto the ground, and h:alt it fil.Ste, 
And ck that other Ere nl• ftutc 
He stoppeth with his toll so sore, 
That he the wordes lnsse or more 

P. I. :,8 

LIBER PRIMUS 

or his encb:tntement ne hierclh; 
And in this wise hilnscJf he skiereth. 
So th•t he hath the wordes WC)'Vcd 

And thurgb his Ere is noght deceived. 

An othrc thing, who thot record<th, 
l .ich unto this ens:tmple acordeth, 
Which in the tole of Troic 1 finde. 
Sirencs of a wonder kyndc 
Ben Monstre<, ns the bokes !ellen, 
And in the grete Se 1hei ducllen : 
or body bathe and of viS3ge 
l.ik unto wommen or yong age 
Up fro the Navele on hih thei be, 
And doon bcncthe, as me1\ mai se, 
Thel ~re of flsshes the figure. 
And overthis of such nature 
The:i ben, lh.:tt with so swete a ste,·ene 
Uk 10 the melodie of be,·ene 
In womolJlnysshe vois thei singe, 
With notes of so gret likinge, 
or such mesure, or such musike, 
Wherof the Sehipes thci beswike 
Th.\t p>ssen be the costes there. 
For whao the Sehipmen leie :m Ere 
Unto the vois, in here 3\")'S 

Thei wcne it be :.. P~undy~, 
Which nrter is to hem nn heUe. 
For rcson may noght with hem d uelle, 
Whiln thci tho grete: lustes hie,re; 
Thei conne noght here Sebipes stiere, 
So besiliche upon the note 
Thei herkne, .1:nd in &uch wise 3SSOte, 
That thei here rihte c:ours and weie 
Foryete, and to here Ere obcie, 
And 11<>ileo til it so ~f•lle 
That thei into the puil f.Ue, 
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[ TALC or TltC 

Su•u .. ) 

Aliud c.umpfum 
Wpc!r codcm1 qual h er 
rex V I111Cd eum a 
bello Troiano \'I!I'Stl.S 

Gtcd~tn na.uiPo rc:· 
meant, ct prope Uta 
Mon.wa ra.ariaa, Si· 
nones nut~CUpa.la, &A· 

~ta vote caaoru. 
ipsurn v~n•orum ad· 

_..Qo uersi•::.te nauigarc o· 
pon.crc:l,o•nnlnm n:.u· 
t.aru•n auo.-utn aurt$ 
obturarlcoe~;h. Etsil! 
salut.ari prouldenei.& 
pl'(:fuhu• a beque peri· 
c:uJo ulvus cum ~u.a 
dasse Vlu.-cs pc:r
transiuit. 
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(TAL& or Till 

Sruw.a.) 

Canfnaor, 
(Tur. Su1.1 OP' TUI 

En AHO TUI: E.Aa.] 

Ama.t~s. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Where as the Schipes be todr:nve, 
And thei ben with the Monstrcs slawe. 
Dot fro this peril nathelcs 
With his wisdom king Uluxcs 
/lscopeth and it overp:ISI'Cth; 
For be tofor the hond compasseth 
Tl~t no~ of his compo.ignle 
Hath pouer unto that folie ;•• 
His Ere for no Just to caste; 
For he hem "oppede :aile Caste, 
T!ut non of hem mai hiere hem singe. 
So wh.•n they comen forth seilinge, 
Thor was suc:b governance on honde, 
That thci the Moosucs have withstonde 
And slain of hem a gret panic. 
Thus was he sauf with his navie, 
This wise king, thurgh governance. 

\Vherof, my Sone, in rtmembraoce BO 
Thou myht cnsample ml<en hiere, 
As I hMe told, ond what thou hiere 
De wei w11.r, and yif no c:redenc:e, 
Bot if thou se more evidence. 
For if thou woldest take kepe P. i. 6o 
And wi•ly cowthest warde and kepe 
Thin yhe nnd Ere, os I hove spoke, 
'rhan hadd""t thou the gates stoke 
Fro such Sotie ns comth to winne 
Thin he:rtc11 wit, whicb is withinnc., ,; o~o 

\Vhcrof thai now thi love excedeth 
M esurt, nnd many n peine bredcth. 
llot if thou cowthest sette in reule 
Tho tuo, the thre were eth to reule: 
Forthi 88 or thi wittes fi\'C 

1 wole as now nomore schryve, 
Jlot only of these ilke tuo. 
Tell me thcrfore if it be so, 
Hllt thou thin yhen oght misthrowe? 

M i Iader, ye, I am beknowe, ;;o 
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have hem east upon Meduse, 
Therol I m•y me noght excuse : 
Min herte is gro•'en into Ston, 
So thai my lady therupon 
lbth such a priente of Jo,·e gnw:, 
That 1 c:an noght miselve save. 

What seist thou, Sone, as of thin Ere? 
Mi fador, I am suhyf there; 

For whonne I rmy m)' lady biere, 
Mi wit with that hath lost his Stiere : ~6o 

I do noght as Uluxes dede, 
llot Calle •non upon the stede, 
\\'her os I se my bdy 5\onde; 
And then•:, J do yow unde,rs\onde:, 
I om topulled in my thogh~ P. L 61 
So that of r<SOn leveth noght, 
Wherof that I me mai defende. 

My goode Sone, god thamende: 
For as me thenketh be thi speche 
Thi wiues ben riht leer to seehe. 57• 
As of thin Ere and of thin yhe 
I woll nomore specefie, 
Bot I woll axcn ovenhis 
or othre thing how that it is. 

v. Ctlriur til A9ulla gue LtOHt ftrociDr lilt, 
Qutm tumor tlali tOI'dil at/ nlltr lllOUtl . 

S un/ sjul'll 9Uln9u1, 9ut'6us "JI Sufl<r!Jia t(utlrix 
CloNial, tl in mulfl.t lfiNitdiU ndlrtrtl d.t. 

Lnruttndil fntilm jitlf1 ftallort st~6ornnt 
Fraudlbw.t YfHJ&riJIJ mtl/t(l tJtr6oJ r tni. 

Sit9111 jJlos nnt'mo1 qunmstfltt rull muli~~r11 
Ex Jtumi/1 vtr~n sui! loliltutl~ dolo, 

Mi Sone, as I thee sehnl enfomle, 
Ther ben yet of •n other forme 
or dedly vices "'veno applied, 
WhCl'of the bene is otic plied 

st 

Opporut Caafe$$0r, 

Rttponckt AmattS. 

C.oniessor. 

rrut: St:VI!"' DtADL\' 
SII'IIS. J>,.,Jot.) 

To thing which alter schal him gtie\'t. 
The rer .. e of hem thou sehalt be~t\·e 

me loquitur quod 
Kp~~m sunt peceata 
rnort<di.a, quorum ca· 
put Supubia vuias 
sp«ie:shabt.t,~tearum 

• 
60 

prima \• poerisi• ~ici
.:~ tur, eulut ptoprida· 

L&IPc Ymnv, 1 AquiJ*JWI F 8 wb Ll.thante ) 1 S , F au.b&.titaotc 
AC, B $8o (ente C, S fcnt A, F Rn.t 8 

K2 



tcm secundum \"IChun 
~rlmplic.ilcr Con(ouor 
Am.nnti declarat. 

[Fan li11!1U'TlA6 o r 
PAIDt. 

i. HTP0(1lt•v.1 

lpOcrb is RcUs-losa. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Is Pride, which is princip3l, 
And hath with him in special 
Mini.stres five Cul diverse, 
or whiche, as I th~ sch•l reherse, 
Th~ rent~ i5 scid Ypocrisie. 
If thou on of his compoignie, 
T ell forth, my Sone, nnd schrif the clene. 

t wot noght, fad c:r, what ye mene: 
!Jot this I wolde you bescche, P. I. 6• 
1'hot y~ me be som weie teche 690 
What is to ben an ypocrite i 
And thonot if 1 be rono wyte, 

I wol beknowen, as it is. 
M L Sone, an ypocrite is this,-

A mnn which Ceigneth conscience, 
As thogh it "'ere al innocence, 
Whhoutt; and is noght so withinnc; 
And doth so ror he wolde winn~ 
Qf his desir the vein 0Sl3L 

And whanne he connh nnon ther.tt, 6oo 

He scheweth thnnnc what he WM, 

The corn is torned into gr11~ 
That Will a Rose is thAnne a thorn, 
And he th>t wos a Lomb berorn 
Is thllnne a Wolf, and thus malice 
Under the colour o( junlce 
I s h id; and os the poeple telleth, 
'J"hesc ordres wilen where he dueUcth, 
A> he thot or here corueil is, 
J-\nd thilke world which thei er this 6ao 

Fonoken, be drawth in >yein: 
He clotheth richc:sse, tU men scin. 
Under the simplesee of povene, 
And doth to scme or grct d ecerte 
Thing which is litel v.·orth withinne: 
He seith in open, fy I to Sinoe, 
And in seere tber is no vice 
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or which that he nls a Norrice: 
And evcre his chlerc is sobre nod sonc, P. 1. 63 
And where he goth he blessetb oftc, 6'o 
Wheror the blinde world he dreccheth. 
Bot )~ ol only he ne streccheth 
HiJ reule upon religioun, 
Bot next to that condicioun 
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l HYI"')(;II.IIiY. ] 

1 n suche as elope hem holy cberehe 
It ..:heweth ek how he can werche 
Among tho wyde furred bodes, 

Jpoc:rlaltc~l~latliea . 

To geten hem the worldes goodes. 
And thei himself ben thilke same 
Th•t senen most the world in blame, 
Dot )"Cl in contrllirc o ( her lore 

Ther is nothing thei Ioven more; 
So th." ..,mende or liht thei werke 
The dedes whicbe nrc inward dcrke. 
And thu> this d ouble Ypocrisie 
\\'ith his de,·olte: appt\Dntie 
A viser set upon his CaQ!, 
Wherof toward this worldes grnce 
H e semeth ·to be riht wcl thewed, 
And yit hi$ heru: is nl beschrewed. 
Bot notheles be sl3nt believed, 
And h>tb his pourpos orte acbie•ed 
or wonchipe ond of worldes ... elthe, 
And takth it, os who seith, be stelthe 
Thurgh coverture of his f:Uia.s. 
A11d riht so in semblable cas 
This vice hath ek his officer. 
Among these othre scculers 
or grtte men, (or o( the mule 
As for 13compte be set no lllle, 
llot thei that p.l>SCn the comune 
\Vith suche him likclh to comune, 
And where he seith he wol sbcourc 
The poeple, there he woU de<oure ; 
For now acby iJ m:tnyon 
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Hie lna(Cat C<ln(~,_ 
.or C'•m Amante to
P't.' ilia prncrtim fpo
cr~b., qtte aub • .,ri5 
fade rraudu.lenter '•· 
titan® mutiern ipsiU!l 
ficticii.s ett!:dul.u sc
pi!eime decipit tan~ 
cent~ 

CONFESSI O AMANTIS 

Which spekth or Peter and or John 
And thenketh J u<b.s in his herte. 
'lfle.r scbal no worldes good asterte 
His hond, and yit be yifth almesse 
And rasteth olle and hieretb Mcsse: 
With mtn tv/.N, which he seith, 
Upon hls lmst runorte he Ieith 
Ris hond, and cast upward his yhe, 
As tbogh he Cristes race syhe; 
So that it a«meth ate syht<; 
As he al one aile othre mybte 
Rescoue with his holy beclt. 
Bot yet his herte in other stedc 
1\mong hise bedes most de••oute 
Goth in the worldes cause aboute, 
How that he myhte his warisoun 
Encresce. 

And in c:omparisoun 
Ther ben lovers or such a sort 
Tha~ reis,nen hem an humbl<: ~rt, 
And al is bot Ypocrisie, 
Which with dtceipte and fut terie 
Hath many • worthi wir besuiled. 
l'o.r whanne he hath his tunge affiled, 
Wrth softe speche and with lesingc, 
Forth with his rals pitous lokynge, 
tie wolde make Q wo1nman wene 
To gon upon the faire grenc, 
1\' hon thno schc fa llcth in the Mir. 
For if he m:a.y h11ve his deslr, 
How so fo.Jie of the rcmcnant, 
He halt no word of coveMnt; 
!lot cr tbe time that he spede, 
Ther is no sleibte at thilke nede, 
Which eny IO\'ts f:a.itour mai, 
Tlutt he ne put it in nssai, 
As him belongeth forto done. 
The colour of the reyni Mono 
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\\'ith medicine upon hit (ace 
He set, :tnd th11nne he axeth grace, 
As he which hath sieknessc fclgned. 
\Vhnn his visage is 10 desteigned, 
With yhe upc:>.5t on hire he si~etb, 
And many • conte~noe he piketh, 
To bringen hire in to believe 
Of thing which that he wolde oohieve, 
Whcrof he bcnb the pale hewe; 
And for he wolde ~me trcwe, 
He mskth him aielt, wlutn be is heiL 
Bot wlutnne he bert!• lowest the Sei~ 
Thanne is he swificst to besuile 
The wommon, which that ilke •bile 
Set upon him feitb or credence~ 

M i Sone, if thou thi conscience 
Enmmed hut in such a wise, P.l. 66 

In schrifle thou thee myht ovi.e 
And telle it me, if it be so. 

Min holy foder, certca no . 
As forto fcigne such sieltnessc 
It nedeth noght, for this witnessc 
I t4ke of god, that my COmtiC 

Hath ben mor slek th>n my viuge. 
And ek this ntlli I wet 11vowc, 
So lowe cowtho l nevere bowe 
To (eigne humi1ite withoute. 
T h:t.t me ne 1esti: betre loute 
With allo the thOShtcs of myn hcrte ; 
For tho.t thing schal me neverc astcrte, 
1 speke .. , to my Indy d iere, 
To make hire eny feigned chiere. 
God wot wei there l lye nosbt, 
Mi ehiere hAth be such os my thoght ; 
For in good feith, this lieveth wei, 
Mi will was bctre o thouscndcl 
Than eny chiere tlutt 1 cowthe. 
Bot, Sire, ir I have in my yowthe 
Don other wise in ot,he_r place, 
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Confcuor. 

(TAt.& OT lfUNOV4 
A~n PAUI.II'IA . ] 

Qul)d I pocriaia t il 
in amore perlculosa, 
narnt excmplv m qua. 
liter tub r~gno TJberii 
lmpt'r'iltorit quHb.m 
miles nomine Mundua, 
qui Romanorum dux 
miltde tunc: prel\1 111 
dcmlnam Paulll'lam 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

I put me therof in your grace: 
For this tx<:use.n I ne sch:alJ 
That I h>I'C elles overol 
To lo,·c and to his compaignie 
Be plein withoute Ypoai$ie; 
Bot thor is on the which 1 serve, 
Ahhosh I moy no thon\ desen·e, 
To whom yet ne\'Cre into this day 
I seide onl)'cbe or ye or nay, 
Bot if it so W'CI'C in my thoghL 
As toU<Mnde othre seie 1 nogbt 
That I rum somdel forto ")'te 
0( that )'e clepe an ypoerite, 

Mi Sont; it sit wet tl'tr)' wibt 
To kepe his " ord in trowthe up<yht 
Towardes love in •lie wise. 
For who that woldc hirn wd avise 
What hath befalle in this matiere 
He schclde noght with feigned cbiere 
o .. eive Love In no degre. 
To love is every herte Cre, 
Rot in deceipte if that thou feignest 
And therupon thi lust ~tttignes~ 
That thow h3Sl wonne with thi wyJe 
Thogh it thee like for a whyle, ' 
Thou scholt it afterward rcpenle. 
And forto prove myn entente, 
I Rnde ensomplc in o Croniqe 
Of hem thM love so beswike. 

It fell be olde doics thus, 
Whit then1perour Tiberius 
·n,e Monnrchie o f Rome ladde, 
Ther wo• n worthi .Romcin hndde 
A wlf, and Khe .P:Iuline hihte 

' . 
\VIuch was to t\·ery m~nnes sihte 
Of nl the Cite the laireste, 
And .. men selden, ek the beste. 
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It ls nnd ha.th ben t\'cte )'it, 
Thru so strong is no mnnne:s wit1 
Which thurgh beoute ne m•i be drnwe 
To 10\·e, nnd atonde under the l3we 
or thilke bore frclc kinde, 
Which mokth the hencs yhen blinde, 
\Vher no rcson mai be comuned : 
And in this wise stod fortuned 
This tole, of •·hich 1 "''Oide mcne ; 
This wif, which in hire lustes grtne 
\Vas f:~.ir ond frei"h and tcndre of age, 
Sehc may noght Jette the eor:>ge 
Of him th3l wole on hire .. sote. 

There was n Duck, •nd he w:u hotc 
Mundus, which h3dde in his b>illie 
To ltde the chiv:~lcric 
Of Ronte, and "'"" • .. ·onhi knyht ; 
llot ret he wos noght of such myht 
·rhe suengthe or love to whhstonde, 
'l'hot he ne w:1.• JO brot;ht to hondc, 
That mnlgre wher he wole or no, 
This yonge wif he loveth so, 
'l'hot he hnth )JUt nl his nssny 
To wynne thing which he ne rnoy 
Gctc or hire gmunt in no m:anere, 
J)e yilte of gold no be preiere. 
And whnnne he syh thot be no medc 
Tow-ard hir love he m)•lne spcdc, 
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pulchcrrimam u.stita· 
tisque I'Am01$bsimam 
mcdiantlbus duobus 
f.tlsls prob!t.c:rb In 
tcmplo Ys.is dcu.m sc. 
aM 6agtna wb fide 
Anditatis ypoc:risi 
noctumo tempore ,,. 
ciagiL Vndcidc:mduz: 
in c:x1'lium. ~te~ 
tn a:tortem ob sui ttl· 
miDIS eOOtmiU.tem 
cbmpa.ali cxtite'2At, 
ymapqu~ dtt Y~• a 

;'Ia lempio cuub1 \"IUUft'· 
80('0nd2-ftW'Itcpopulo 
in OwnV» TlbeNdis 
proi-«ta tnt:f"C'eba.hlr. 

Ue sleyhtc reigned thnnnc he wroghlc i 
And thempon he him bethoghtc 

P. I. 69 How thnt thtr wns in tho Cite 
A temple of suth auctoritc, Soo 

To which with grcl l)c\'ocloun 
The noble wommen of the toun 
Most eomunlichc a pelrin:\gc 
Gon fono preie thilke ymogc 
Which the godcsse of cbildinge iJ, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

lind eloped wn.s be nnme Ysis : 
And In hire temple thonne were, 
To reulc and to ministre there 
Afier the Ltwe which ,..,.. tho 

' Above aile othre Prestes tuo. 
This Duck, whi<:h thoghte his love gete, 
Upon • d•y hem tuo to mete 
Hnth bode, nnd thei come •r his beste · 
Wher th:u thei hadde n richc fe:ste, ' 
And afrcr mete Ln prive pl:tce 
This lord, which ••olde his t.bonk pourchoce, 
To oc:h o( hem y>C thanne a yjf'te, 
And spok so that be weie or schrifie 
He drowh hem unto his covine 

s •• 

To helpe nnd schnpe how he Pauline 
After his lust deceive rnyhto. ••• 
And the~ bere trowt.bes bothe plybte, 
That thet be oybte hire scholden wynne 
Into &ht temple, and he therinne 
Schal have or hire ol his entente: 
And thus oeorded forth the i wente. 

Now lest thurgb which ypocrisic 
Ordeigntd w115 the tric.herie:, 
Wberor this Ltdi ..... doc:eived. 
These Prestos hadden wei conccived 
That sche ..... or gret holinesse; 
And with a contrefet simpteue 
Which hid w115 in n fals corng~J 
Feignende on hevenely message 
"rhci come and seidc unto hir thus: 
• Pauline, the god Anubus 
Hoth sent ous bothe Prestes hiere 
And seith be woll to thee oppiere' 
Be nyhtes time himself nlone, 
For love he bath to thi I)CtSOnc : 
And therupon he hath ous bede 
Tlut we In V.s:is temple a st«<e' 
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Honcstely for thee poun·cic, 
Whcr thou be nyhtc, :ts we thee seic, 
or him scholt take nvisioun. 
For upon thi condic:ioun, 
The ..-bieh is chaste lll1d Cui oC Ceith, 
Such pris, as he ous toldc, he Ieith, 
That he wol stondc or thin acord ; 
i\nd Corto bere hicror record 
1-t e sende ous hider bothe tuo.' 
Clad was hire innocence tho 
or suche wordes ... scl>e bertie, 
With bumble chiere and thus aoswerde. 
And seide thot the goddes wiDe 
Sche "'"' ol redy to fulfillc, 
Th•t be hire houscbondes lcve 
Schc wolde 1n Ysis temple at e"e 
Upon hire goddes groce abide, 
To scrven him the nyhtes tide. 
The Prestos tho gon hom •rein. 
And sche goth to hire ao,·ereign, 
or goddes wille nnd •• it wos 
Sche tolde him nl the pleine cos, 
IVhcror he w:ts deceived eke, 
And bnd th>t schc hire scbolde mekt 
AI hoi unto the goddes heste. 
And thus SoC-he, which wu al hon~tc 
To godward aner hirt e-ntente, 
r\t nyht unto th<: temple wente, 
\\'her that the rnlse Prestos were; 
And t11ei recein:n hire: there 
\\'ith such !1 tok:ne of holinesse, 
As thogh thei syhen 3 godesse, 
1\nd al withinne in prlve place 
A softc bedd or L1rgo spnce 
Thci hndde mad anc.l cncourtined, 
Whcr schc: w:tS nrtcrword engined. 
Bot sche, which ol honour supposeth, 
The false Prestes thanne opposeth, 
And oxeth he what obsen-..oce 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

&he myhte most to the pl<s.nee 
0( godd tb3t n)•btes rruJe kepe: 
And thei hire bidden fono slepe 
Liggende upon the bedd •lofte, 
For so, thei seide, :al stifle :.nd softc 
God Anubus hire wolde •••ke. 
The conseiJ in this wise toke 
The Prestes fro this lody goo'; 
And sche, that wi.stc of guile non, 
J n the man ere ns: it was scid 
To slepe upon the bedd is lcid, 
In hope thot sche seholde achieve 
Thing • ·hicl1 stod thonne upon bilievc, 
l'ulfild of :Uie holinesse. 
Bot sche hoth fuiled, • • 1 gcsse 
":or in n clostt faste by ' 
The Duel: wos hid 50 prively 
Thot sche him myhre noght perceive; 
And be, thor thoghte to deceive, 
Hath such :urai upon him nome, 
That \\"hanne he woldc unto hir eome 
lt scbolde semen at hire yhe ' 
As tbogh sche •·errniliche syhe 
God Anubus, ~nd in such wtsc 
This ypoerite of his queintisc 
A•rnitetb evere til sche slepte. 
And thonne out of hia place he c rcpte 
So Stille thot sche nothing hcrdc, 
And to the bedd su!lkcnde he ferde, 
And sod~inly. er sche it wiJtc, 
Beclipt in nrrncs he hire ki, te : 
Wherof in womm~~nysshe drede 
She wok ond ny5te "'hot to rede • . . 
Bot be w1th softe wordet milde 
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Confortetb hire 3Jld seith, with childe 
lie wolde hire moke in such o kynde 
That aJ the •·orld sclul h••• in mynde 
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For he sch•l with the goddes wone, 
And ben himself • godd also. 

920 (TAU or MU~DC.::S 
AJIID PA&:U,.A.] 

\Vith sudle wordes md with mo, 
The whiche he feigoeth in his speehe, 
Thi• bdy wit was aJ to seche, 
As sche which a!le trowthe wenetb : 
Bot he, that alle untrowtbe meneth, 
With blinde t.~les so hire l•dde, 
That all his wille of hi!C he haddc. 
And wh3Jl him thoghte it wos ynowh, 
Aycin the dny he him withdrowh 9.1• 
So privcly that sche nc wiste 
Whcr he bccom, bot as him listc 
Out of tlte temple be got.h his weie. 
And sche bcgnn to bidde nnd prcie 
Upon the bare ground knelcndc, 
And afier that mode hire offrendc, 
And ro the Prestes yifies greto 
Sehe yof, ond hom ... ord be rho Suetc. 
The Duck hire melle apd seide thus : 
'The myhti godd which Anubus 9•• 
Is bote, he ""'" the, Poulinc, 
for thou an of his discipline 
So holy, thot no mannes myht 
Mai do th., he both do to nyht 
or thing which thou host everc eschuied. 
llot r his grace have 50 poursuit:d, 
Thnt I w:ts mad his lieutenttnL : 
}torthi be weie of covenant 
l'ro this day fonh I am al thin, P. I. 74 
And if thee like to be myn, !i!-O 
That stont upon thin oghne wille.' 

& he herde his tole nnd b>r it s tille, 
And hom sche wente, os it befell, 
Into hir chambn; and thor sche fell 
Upon hire bedd to wepe: and erie, 
And seide : • 0 derke ypocrisic., 
Thurgh whoa dissimibcion 
Of fuh ymaginacion 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

I om thus wickedly deceived ! 
Bot dut 1 ba\·e it apercc:h-ed •J~ 

I thonke unto the goddes aile ; 
For tbogb it ones be befalle, 
h schal never< eft whit that I th·e , 
And thilke avou to godd 1 yh·e.' 
And thus wepende sche compleigneth, 
Hire f01ir~ (ace and al desteigneth 
With wofull tcr« or bire ye, 
So that upon this agonie 
Hire bousebonde is innc come; 
And syh how sche was overcome !.J70 

With SOf\\'e, and nxeth wlmt hire eilcth. 
And sche with th>< hineiC bcwcileth 
We-tmore tb:.n sche dedc afore, 
And seidc, • Helas, wll'hodc is lore 
In me, which ~·b.itom wllS honestc, 
I am non other than :l beste, 
Now- 1 deCouled am of tuo.' 
And as sebe rnybt< speke tho, 
Aschan*d with a p;tous onde P. I. 75 
Sc:he tolde unto hir housebonde '"" 
The sothe or "' the bole ulc, 
And in hire speehe dod and tlOie 
Sdte swounelh welnyh to the J:'sre. 
And he hire in hisc nrme5 (a,ste 
Uphield, and orte swor his oth 
ThM be with hire J.s nothing wroth, 
For wet he wot scbe ml'ly ther noght : 
Dot nalheles withinne his thoght 
His herte stod in sorl plit, 
And seide he wolde or tb>t despit 990 
lle venged, how so evert it Co.Ue, 
And sende unto bise frendes olle. 
.And wban lhei weren come in (ere, 
He tolde hem upon this rn>tiere, 
And axeth hem what wu to done : 
And thei avi~ were sone, 
And scide it tbogbte hem Cor the besle 
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To s.ene rerst his wif in reste, 
And after pleigne to the king 
Upon the m>ticre o( this thing. 
Tho ,.... this wolull .nr oonCorted 
Be aile "eies and desported, 
Til th>t sche ,.... somdiel amended ; 
And thus a day or tuo desponded, 
The thridde day scl>e goth to pleigne 
\Vith many n worthl Citezeine, 
And he with many a. Citeuio. 

Wh:m themperour it herde sein, 
1\nd knew the Calshed of the vice, 
He seide be wolde do justice : 
And Cerst he let tbe Prestes toke, 
And Cor thei scholde it noght fors>ke, 
He put hem into questioun; 
Bot thei or the suggestioun 
Ne couthen noght :L word refuse, 
Bot Cor thei wolde bemself excuse, 
The blame upon the Duck thei leide. 
Bot thenyein che conseil se.ide 
That thei be noght excused so, 
for he is on and thei ben tuo, 
And tuo han more wit then on, 
So thilke cxcusement WAS non. 
And over th>t w>S seid hem eke, 
Thnt whttn men wo1den vertu seke, 
Men scholde it in the Prerttll finde; 
Here ordre is of so byh a kinde, 
Thnt thei be Duistres of the weie: 
Forthi, if cny man fo-rsueie 
Thurgh hem, tbei be noght excUS>ble. 
And thus be !awe resonable 
Among the wise jugges there 
The Prestes botbe dampoed were, 
So that the prive tricberie 
Hid under fats Ipocrisie 
Was thaone al openlicbe scl>..,.ed, 
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That m>ny a m:m hem b."b beschrewed. 
And whan the Prestos wtffn dede, 
The temple of thilke honible dede 
Thei thoshten purge, •nd thilke yauge, P. t n 
\\'boo cause was the pelrinage, 1o-io 
Thei droV~·en out and :als so f.utc 
Fer into Tibre thei it cute, 
Wber the Rivere it h31h defied: 
And thus the temple 11urified 
Thei ba"e of thilke horrible Sinne, 
Which wos Lh•t time do thcrinne. 
or this point such wns the juise, 
Bot of the Duck w•s other wise: 
For he with IO\'C w:u bcscnd 1 

His dom was noght so hlarde l.:~d; aoso 
For L.o,·e put reson aweic 
And em noght se the righte weie. 
And be this c.>use he was respited, 
So th3t the deth him was aequited, 
llo< for al that he was exiled, 
For he his lo,·e hath so beguned, 
That be sch.at ne\'ere come !l)'ein: 
For who that is to tro.,-the unplcin, 
He may noght failen of venganoe. 

And ek to t3ke remembmncc 10(10 

Of that Ypocrisie hath wroght 
On other half, men seholde noght 
T o lihtly lieve nl thnt thei hicre, 
Hot thanne scholde a wisman stiere 
The Schip, whnn suche wyndes blowe : 
For ferst thogh thci beginne lowe, 
At ende tbei be noght men:~blc, 
!lot al tobreken Mast ond Coble, 
So that the Sehip with sodein blast, P. I. 78 
Wb;w men lest wen~ is overcast; aoi'O 
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As now fulofte o. m:r.n mai se : 
And of old time how it hath be 
I finde '\ gret experience, 
Wherof to take on "'"dence 
Good is, ond to be war also 
or the peril, er him be wo. 

or hem that ben so derk withinne, 
At Troie also if we beginne, 
l pocrisic it both betrnied : 
For whon the Greks hadde aJ ossaied, 
And roundc that be no b."aille 
Ne be no Siege it myhtc nvttile 
The toun to winne thurgh prouesse, 
This vice reigned of simplesee 
Thurgh sleyhte of Calcos nnd of Crise 
It w:an be such o rn.t'lnet y.·ise:. 
An H ors of Bras thei let do forge 
Of such entlile, of such • forge, 
That in this woTid W3$ ne\·ere m.:m 
That such an other werk began. 
The cr.:afti werkm;an Epiu.s 
It mode, and forto telle thus, 
The Greks, that thoghten to beguile 
The kyng of Troie, in tbilke while 
With Anthenor and with Enee. 
ThO< were bothe of the Cite • And or the conseil the wiseste, 
The richcste and th¢ myhticste, 
In pr-ive place so tbei trete 
With fttir behestc •nd yiftes gretc 
Of gold, thnt thei hem ho \'C engined ; 
T ogedre and whan thei be covined, 
Thci feignen Cotto m;~kt. a pes, 
And under that yit notheles 
Thei schopen the destrua:ioun 
Bothe of the kyng ond of the toun. 
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And thus the r:We pees ...... take 
or hem or Crece and undtrtake, 
And tberupcm thei roundc • weie, 
Wher strengtbe myhte noght awe.ie, •••o 
That sleibte scholde helpe thanne ; 
And of an ynche • luge sponne 
Be colout or the pees thei m•de, 
And tolden how thei wt"'n glade 
or that thei stoden in aeord; 
And for it sehal ben of record, 
Unto the kyng the Gregois seiden, 
Be weic of love and lhi.s thei rll'ciden, 
As thei that wolde his thonk deserve, 
A Sacrifice unto Minen·e, •• 10 

The pt:s to kepe in good entente, 
Tbei mosten offre er th.'\t thei wente. 
The kyng conseiled in this ca.s 
Be Anthenor and Eneas 
Thmo hath yoven his assent : 
So wu the pleine trowthe blent 
Tbutgh eon....,ret l pocritie 
or that thci scholden socrifie. 

The Creks under the hoUnesse P . !. So 
Anon with aJic besincsse 1130 
Here Hors of Bras let foirt dihte, 
\Vhich was to sen 3 wonder slhte; 
For it Wll$ tropped or himselvc, • 
And hadde of smale whieles twch~o, 
Upon the whiehe men ynowe 
\Vith CTllfi tow:trd the toun h drowe, 
And goth glistrende ayein the Sunne. 
Tho was ther joie yno•·h begunne, 
For Troie in gret devocioun 
Cam also with processiouo 1t4o 
A)"'in this noble Saerifise 
\Vith gret honour, and in this wise 
Unto the gates thei it broghte. 
Bot or here entre wban thei qbte, 

•••S aCoodio aconiB 
tIll$ )i'llt.n A 

m81us Ill • •• R, 8Ad. WHolol..,t. 

LIBER PRiMUS 

The gates we:re.n aJ to sma1e; 
And tberupon was many a tale, 
Bot r.,.. the wollChipe of Minerve, 
To whom tbei comen forto sen·e, 
Tbei of the toun, wbichc unckrscode 
That a! this thing was do for goode, "I• 
For pes, wheror that thei ben gbdc, 
The gates that NcpWnu• made 
A thousend wynter ther tofore, 
Thci have anon tobroke artd tore ; 
T he strange wal.les doun thei bete, 
So that in to the lntge strete 
Thi• Hors with grct solempnite 
Was brogbt witbinne the Cite, 
And off~ with gret reverence, P . l. Sr 
\Vbich was to Troie an evidence u6o 
or lo,·e and pes for everemo. 
Tbe G"'!tois token !eve tho 
With al the hole felasehlpe, 
And forth thei wenteo into Schipe 
And Crossen seil and m.3de hem yare, 
Anon os tbogh thci walden f:ue : 
Bot whan the blake wynter nybt 
Withoute Mone or Stcrte lyht 
Bederked hath the w:~ter Strande, 
AI prively thel gon to lo nde "1• 
l'ul anned out or the navie. 
Synan, which rnad wu here ruspie 
\Vithinne Troie, as was conspired, 
Whan time w::tS a. tokne hath fired j 
And thci with that be.re weie holden, 
And oomen in riht as th~ woJden, 
Ther as the gate was tobroke. 
The pourpos wao full take •nd spoke: 
Er eny man may take kepe. 
Whil that tbe Cite was o.slepe, r rSo 
Thei alowen at thltt wus withinne. 
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And token wb.•t thei n>yhten wynne 
or such good ....... sut!ic:ln~ 
And br<:nden up the remcnonL 
And thus cam out the tricberie, 
Which under fnls Ypocrisie 
\\ras hid, and thci that wende pees 
Tho myht<n finde no relcs 
Of thilke sword which >I de•-oureth. P. i. 82 

Fu1ofte ond thus the swete soureth1 n9!t 

ll'h•n it iJ knowe to tbe U$1: 

He spill~th omny • word in wast 
Tl10t schol with ouch a poc:ple trete; 
For wh>n he w<ncth m«~t beyete, 
Thanne iJ he sclupe most to lese. 
And riht 10 if a womnwl chesc 
Upon the wordcs th•t sche hiereth 
Som man, wlQn he most trewe appiere.th, 
Th:mne is he fonhest fro the trowthe : 
!lot yit fuloJie, and th>t is rowthc, uoo 
'J'hei speden that ben most untrewe 
And Ioven every day a. ne"·e, 
Wherof the lief is nJicr loth 
And love hoth couse to be wroth. 
Dot wh:tt ml\n th3t h is lu5t dc.sireth 
or love, and thcrupon conspircth 
With wordcs feigned to deceive, 
He 11Chnl noght foi le AO receive 
His pcine, ns it is one sene. 

!•'orlhi, my Sonc, a.s 1 thee mene, 
It 1it the •·cl to tnkcn hicdc 
Thot thou cschuic or thi m:lllhicde 
IJ>Oerioie nnd h is setnbl .. nt, 
Thu thou ne be noght deceil'>nt, 
To mnlce A womm:m to btUC:\'C 
Thing which is noght in thi biliel'e: 
F'or in such fe.int l pocri.sie 
Of love is >I the trieheric, 
'l1>urgh "hieh lo,·c Is deccil'cd ofte; 

1191 the wontcs Lh•t) tc v.•Mrh 8 
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For feigned sembl>nt io so soJic, 
Unethes lo\'C mny be war. 
Forthi, my Sone, a~ l wel dnr, 
I ch>rge thee to Oe th•t vice, 
That m:tny a womm:tn hath mad nice 1 

!lot lok thou dele noght with•J. 
lwiss, f•der, nomor I sch•l. 
Now, Sone, kep th:u thou hast swore. 

•·or this th>t thou hast herd before 
Is seid the ferue point of !'ride : 
And next upon th>t other side, 
To schryve 2nd apckcn ovetthiJ 
Touchende of !'ride, yit ther is 
The point seconde, I thee behote, 
Which Inobedicnee is hote. 

vi. FILtlttw guum jra11Ki mtliul rt/JMI.tlur, Ll ol/1 
Fit ll/U ud tt.1tn/J11m jJupa f"llllrl IUfllll. 
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Et rudl~us Jt!Yitllt /JrtJ/al AaMrt rud#N11' 

Sd fJul s-jMntt 1ul' Ju!Jitit u tctrdls ''"'"'' 
Fnmgit in o.dutrsll omnia filta pius. 

Thi.s \•icc of Jnobedicnoc 
Aycin the reule of conscience 
AI that is humble he dcsalloweth, 
Thot he townrd his god ne bowctl> 
After the lnwes of his hCllte. 
Noght as o mnn bot •• a beste, 
Which soth upon his lusteo wild<, 
So goth this proudc vice unrnylde, 
That be desdeigneth nile I> we: 
He not whrn is to be felawe, 
And sen ·e n~ny he noght for pride .. 
So is he b.1dde on e'·ery side, 

'!OJ 
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not if love him myhte plit, 
For elles iono justefie 11!0 

His he.ne, I not what mibt.e anile. 
~-ortb~ my Sooe, of such entaile 

I r that thin bene be disposed, 
Tell out and let it DCJRht be glosed: 
For if t~t thou unbuxom be 
To rove, l not in what degree 
Thou scbalt thi goode world 1och icve. 

Mi fader, ye schul wei believe, 
The yonge whelp which is niTnitcd 
Hath noght his Moister be1rc Awnhed, u 6o 
To eouche, whan he seith • Go lowe:,' 
'That I, anon as I may knowe 
Mi lodi will, ne bowe more. 
Bot other while I gruoche sore 
or some thinges that sc:he dO(b, 
Whcrof that I wall tellc soth: 
For of tuo poinu I am bethcght, 
Tba~ thogh I wolde, r myhtc ncght 
Obejc unto my ladi l1este; 
Bot I ~ t112ke this beheste, •~;o 

S..ve only of that ilke tuo P. I. 85 
I a.m unbu.xom of no mo. 
W~t ben tho tuo ? tell on, quod be. 
Mi fB.der, this is on, tMt sche 

Commandeth me my mowth to dose, 
Ahd that 1 scholde hir noght O[>pose 
In love, of which I one preche, 
Bot plenerliche or such • spechc 
Forbere, and soiTren hire In pes. 
Bot l~t ne myhte I natheles .... 
t"or al tbis wor)d obeic ywiu; 
For w~ne I am ther as scloe is, 
1nougb scbe my tales ncgbt alowe, 
Ayein hir ..;u yit mot 1 bow<, 
'fo secbe if 1~1 I myhte have gr:1ce : 
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Bot th>l o.hiog may 1 noght enbr.1ce { I .• I I'IO .. U1C:tcC:C.1 

For ought that I can spel<e or do ; 
And yit fulofle I spel<e so, 
T~t sche is "'"'th and S<!itb, • Be stiUt.' 

If I t~t beste scbal ful6lle "9" 
And thcno ben obedien~ 
T~Me is my cause fully schent, 
f'or specbeles may noman spede. 
So wot r noght what is to redc ; 
Uot certes L may noght obeie, 
Th:ll I ne mot alg:ue se ie 
SomwhQt of that 1 wolde rnene ; 
l::or eve.rc it is aliehe grene, 
The grcte love which 1 h~Ye, 
Wherof I c:tn noght bathe save I :\00 

My speche and this obedience: P.i.86 

And thus rulofte my silence 
I brek<, and is the feme point 
Wberor that 1 am out of point 
In this, and yit it is no pride. 

Now thanne upoo that other side 
To tclle my desobeiss:lnce, 
Ful sore it s:tant to my grew.nce 
And m;ay noght sioke into my wit i 
For orte time scbe me bit l ~IO 

To Je,•cn hire and e:bese :l newe, 
And sdth, if 1 the sothe knewe 
How (err I stonde from hir grnce, 
I scholde love in other place. 
Bot therof woll I desobeie; 
For also wei se:be mybte seie1 
·Co Ulk the Mone ther it sit..1 

As bringe that into my .,.,it: 
For thcr wu nevere rooted trc, 
Thnt stod so b.ste in his degre, 1.)10 

T~t 1 ne stoode more faste 
Upon hire love, and mai nogbt caste 
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Min bene awey, oltbogh I wolde. 
For god wot, th<>gb I ne,·ere acholde 
Sen hir wilb ybe :Ute< thi• day, 
Vit su nt it so th;u 1 ne may 
Hir )O\'e out or my brest rtmue-. 
This is :1 wonder rtt·cnue, 
That molgre wber sche wole or non 
Min herte is e ,·cremore in on, I ~310 

So that I can non other ch~, P. i . 87 
Dot whether that 1 winnc or lese, 
I moste hire Joven til l d eic i 
And thus I brckc as be thot wcie 
Hire hestcs a..nd bit comn.ndingc:s, 
.Uot uewliche in non othrc thinges. 
Forthi, my fader, wh;at is more 
Touchende to thi• ilke lore 
I you besed>e, after the forme 
That ye pleinly me wolde enforme, 
So that I may myn herte roule 
In lo\"t:S caus.e after the reule 

, .rj, Jf11T11tur l.n aJur:nis i ta COIUiJt/1 11/r: .lll~rl¥1, 
Pma 911«1 Lr 6lna s~trlr: fNnif'Kif rum. 

Ohuia forlNnL t:km sfN_s in aNton rnltlil, 
N cn slNe ntUUali Htllt 7tiii!Y pla1tglt Dllllllf.l, 

Toward this vice o ( which "'e trctc 
Ther ben yit tweie of tllill<e Cotre te, 
He re name is Murmur :tnd Cornpleigntc : 
Ther can noman here chien:: pe inte, 
To sen e a gtnd sembiAnl therinnc, 
For thogh fortune make hem wynne, 
Vit grucchen thei, and i( thei le:!c, 
T her i$ no wcie (orto chesc, •J !O 

Wherof thei myhten stonde oppeg<i. 
So ben thei comunly descsed; 
Ther may no wclthe ne po\"tne 
Attempren hem to the decene 

•33'6 t1·cwd~ in o;.t-c A 13)8 Touchud , ·nto ll1 . • ~ B 
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or bu~omnesse be no wise : 
t•o< ofte time thei despise 
The goode fortune as the haddc, P. I. 88 
As thei no mannes reson h>ddc; 
Tburt:h pride, whe<or thei be blind<. 

And ryht or such a maner kinde r J6o 
Tber be Ioven, that thogh thei b3\·e 
or lo,·e • 1 that thei wolde cravo, 
Yit wol thei grucc.he be som wei~ 
·l' ha t thei wol noght to love obeie 
Upon the trowthe, as tbei do scholde i 
And i( hom lacketh tba t thei woldc, 
Anon th ei (aile in such :1 pcine, 
That C\'tre unbuxomly thei pleigne 
Upon (ortune, and curse and eric-~ 

Thot thci wol nogbt be<e hortes plic •.no 
To solfrc til it betre f>lle. 
Fonhi if thou runonges aile 
I lase. used this condidoun, 
Mi Sone, in thi Confessioun 
Now toll me plcinly wb >t thou an. 

Mi rnder, I beknou·e a pan, 
So •• ye tolden hier a bo,·e 
Of M urmu< nnd Compleignte of lo• e, 
T hat for I se no sped comende, 
Ayein forn me complcigncnde ·~So 
J run, :.s who seith, everemo: 
And ck fulortc tymc nlso, 
\Vhnn so is th;u 1 se and hiere 
Or hcvy word or he,·y chiere 
or my lady, I j,'TUeche anon ; 
Dol wordes da r I speke non, 
ll'htrof ache myhte be desplesed, P. I 89 
llot in myn hcrte I am d~: 
With nuny a ~unnur, god it wot, 
Thus drinke 1 in myn oghne swot, t)f)O 

And tbogh I make no semblant, 
)lin bene is :~1 desobeissant i 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And in this wise I me eonresse 
OC tht ye clepe unbuxomneue. 
Now teUeth what youre conscil is. 

Mi Sone, •nd I thee rcde this, 
What so beC•IIe of other weie, 
That thou to loves btste obcie 
Als ferr •• thou it myht sutlise : 
.for ofte sithe in such a wise 
Obedie:oce in love availech, 
Wbet nl a mannts strengthe ro.iletb; 
Wherof, ir that the Jist to witc 
In n Cronique as it ie; write, 
A gret ens:unvle thou myht Cynde, 
Which now is come to my mynde. 

Tber was whilom be doies olde 
A l\'onhi knyht, and as men tolde 
He was Nc,·oeu lO thtmpc:rour 
And of his Court a Courteour : 
llr.ftes he was, Flortnt he hihtt, 
R e woas a nu.n th:at moche1 myhtet 
or ormes he .... desirous, 
Chil"alerous and amorou_,., 
An<! Cor the rnme of worldes speche, 
Stt:mge aventures forto sechc, 
H e rod the Marches ol nboutc. 
And fell n timel as he wu outt, 
Fortune, which mny every thred 
Tobreke and knette or mnnnes SJX-d, 
Schop1 ns this knyht rod in a. JXlS, 
That he be strengthe take w .. , 
And to a Castell thei him l>dde, 
Wher that be (ewe frendes hodde : 
For so it fell that ilke stoundc 

.... 

J-tJO 
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Tbst he bath with a dedly wounde [T .... or r .... ..... J 
Feihtende his ogbne bondes slain 
Branchus, which to tbe C.pitain 
W01 Sooe and Heir, .. ·beror ben wrothe 
The f•der and the moder bothe. •H• 
Tbst 1tnyht Branebus was of his hon<l 
The worthieste of Bl his lond, 
And fain thei wolden do vengonee 
Upon florent, bot remembr:tnce 
1' hal tbc,l toke o f his worthine&sc 
or knyhthn<l and of gentilesse, 
And how be $tOd or cousinage 
To thempcrour, made hem assunge, 
And dorsten nogbt slen him for Cere: 
1 n gret dcspute-isoun thei were •••.o 
Among bem.sel" wh:ll wu tl1e beste~ 
Tber ..... a lady, the slyheste 
Of olle tht men knewe tho, 
So old sebe mybtt unetbes go, 
And ..... grontdome untO the dede : 
And ocbe with tbot beg.ln to rede, 
And seidt bow sell<: wol bringe him inne, P. L 9• 
That sebe schal him to detbe winne 
Al only or his ogbne gr:ult, 
Thurgh strengthe of ve:rray CO\·enant a,. ,:.o 
Without~ blame of eny wiht. 
Anon schc $endc for this kniht, 
And of hire Sone scbe alleide 
T he deth, and thus to him sche seide: 
' Vlor.:nt, how so thou be to wytc 
0( Bronchus deth, men schal respite 
A$ now to take vcngement, 
He so thou stonde in juggement 
Upon certein condicioun, 
That thou u.nto a que:stioun '•'10 
Which 1 scbal axe scbalt 3.Muere ; 
And O\ 'er this thou sdult ek swere, 
That if tbou of the sothe foilt, 
Ther schal oon Other thing :tv-aile, 
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Th>t thou ne sc:h:Ut thi deth reeeiYe. 
And for men sch:U thee noght decci•e, 
Th>t thou therof myht ben avised, 
Thou sc:halt h>•·e day 'nd tyme :wi>ed 
And 1~-e sau6y fono wend<, 
ne so that at thi daies ende 
Thou come 3)'Cin with thin ll\'fS. 

"This knybt, which worthi wo.s nnd wy~ 
This Indy preith thot be mny wite, 
J\nd h:we it under Sc:tlcs write, 
Wbot questioun it scbolde IJ<> 

Lf(O 

For which he schnl in th>t degree 
Stondc or hls )if in jC\IJXtrlic4 P. i . 92 
With trot sch< feigncth comp.1ignic, 
And seith: 'Florent, on IO\IC it hongeth 
:\1 th>t to myn ru<inge longeth: 
\Vtut aile wommen most desire 
This wolc 1 oxe. and in thempire 
Wher as thou oost moet knowleehinge 
Tak eoostil upon this :uinge.' 

Florent this thing h>th underuke, 
The c.by was set, the time t:lkc, 
Under his sc:U he wrot his Oth, 
In such a wise and forth he goth 
Horn to his Emes court nycin; 
To whom his twcnturc plein 
lie tolde, of that him is bofalle. 
And upon thnt thei wcrcn nile 
The wiscstc of t11e lund nsem, 
Bot natheles or on assent 
Thei myhte noght acorde. pl;u, 
On seide this, on othrc th>t. 
After the disposkioun 
Of o.:tturel ~mplexioun 
·ro som womm:m it is ples.mce, 
That to an other i.J grev:tnce; 
Bot such a thing in sp«:iol, 
Which to hem •lie in general 

qSo 
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Is most pl~nt, 3nd m05t desired lTAu or FLoun.l 

Abort allc othre :and mos.t conspired, 
Such o thing conne thei nogbt finde 
Be Const•lbcion ne kinde: 
And thus Florenl witboute cure P. I. 93 
Mot stonde upon his "'-ennnc, 
t\nd is •I sch3pe unto the len; 
t\S in dt(;tltC Of hi~ :::mswere. 1 ~10 

This knyht hAth Ievere forto dye 
Than breke his trowtbe and fono lye 
In pbtc thcr as he w·as s-wore, 
And schnpth him gon ayein therforc. 
Wh .. •m time cam he tok his IC\'C, 
T hat lcngcre wolde he noght bele,·e, 
:\nd prcith his Em he be noght wrolb, 
For tl\llt is :t point of bis oth1 

He sci,h. that notmn sehal him wrek.e, 
·rhogh afterward men hi ere spcke 1510 

·rh:u he p:ar :n-enture deie. 
And thus he wcnte forth his weie 
Atone as knyht :1v-enturow, 
And in hi$ t.hogbt was curious 
To wite what w3.$ best to do: 
And as he rod al one so, 
And eon• nyh ther he wolde be, 
In a (orest under a tre 

He ayh wher saL u cre:tture, 
A lothl}' wommannrseh figure, r !llo 
T hnt fono speke of neisch a nd bon 
So foul ylt syh he ne\'crc non. 
This knyht bchield hir redely, 
And :l't he wolde h>ve pct.SSed by, 
Sche cleped him and bad .bide; 
And he his horse hew:d oside 
Tho tomcth, •nd to hire he rod, P l 94 
And there he ho,·eth and abod, 
To wlte wmt sche wolde mene. 
And sche beg>n him to bernene, ·~•o 

·~ S'Kh o )1llS l1U, S. FlU Sukbc one )'i.M&: 6 Such • f-inx: 
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And seide : ' F1orent be thi name, 
Thou bast on honde sueh a g:une, 
That bot thou be the betre aviJed, 
Thi doth is schapen and devi><d, 
That aJ the world ne m.ai the s:we, 
Bot if that thou my a>n .. il have.' 

F1oren~ whan he this tole herde, 
Unto this olde wyht answerde 
And of hir oonseil he hir preidc. 
And !che oyein to him thus seidc : 
'Florent, if I for rhe so sch:tpc, 
That thou thurgh me thi dcth nsenpc 
And take worschipe of thi dcdc, 
What sobal I have to my mede I' 
'Wba.t thing,• quod he. ' th:u tbou woh :axe.' 
' I bidde oevere a betre u_xe/ 
Quod scbe, 'bot rent, er thou be sped, 
Thou sehalt me leve sueh a wedd, 
That I wol have thi trowthe in bonde 
That thou sobolt be myn bousebonde.' 
'Nay,' seith l'lorent, 'that may noght be.' 
• Ryd tbanne forth thi wty.' quod sche, 
'And if thou go withoute r«<, 
Thou sohalt be sekerliche ded.' 
F1orent bchihte hire good ynowh 
Of lond, of rente, of pork, or plowh, 
Bot al that compteth .sehe at noght. 
Tho fell this knyht in moehel thoght, 
Now goth he forth, now comth aycin, 
He wot noght what is best to sein, 
And thoghte, M he rod to and fro, 
That chese he mot on of the tuo, 
Or forto toke hire to his wif 
Or elles rorto lese his lif. 
And tlw!ne be caste his avantage, 
That sohe was or so gr<t an age, 
That sebe mai live bot a while, 
And thoghte put hire in an Ue, 

1MS Tht AK 
pvtte AC 

P.l.gs 

LJBER PRIMUS 79 

Whtr that noman hire schoJde ltnowe, LT.ua o,. f'&.oa:PT·) 

·r11 5the with deth were overthrowe. 15So 
And thus this yonge lusti kn)•bt 
Unto this olde lothly wiht 
Tho seide : t lf dut non other ch:t..nce 
~h.i make m)• deliverauce, 
Dot onl)' thilke so.me specbe 
Which, as thou seist, thou schah me teehc, 
Hnve hier myn bond, I schal thee wedde.' 
And thus his trowthe he Ieith to wcdde. 
With that schc frounceth up the browe : 
; This coven:mt I wol allowc/ '!90 
Scbc: scith : rir cny other thing 
!lot that thou host of my techyng 
Fro deth thi body mai respite, 
I won thee of thi trowthe acquite, 
And elles be non other weie. 
Now htrlc.ne me what 1 seluJ seie. 
Whan thou art come into the pbce, P. L 96 
Wher now thei nu.ken gret nunaoe 
And upon thi eomynge abyde, 
Thci wolc anon the s:ame tide • Goo 
Oppose thee of thin onswere. 
I wot thou wolt nothing forbore 
or that thou wenest be thi beste, 
And i ( thou m)•ht so finde reste1 
Wcl is. for tho.nne is ther nomore. 
And cllc$ this schal be my lore, 
'l'h:n thou scha.lt seie, upon this Moldc 
That 3lle wommen lie\•est wolde 
Be soverein of mannes love: 
For whnt womman is so a.bove.. t6to 
Sche b.lth, a.s who scitb, a1 hire wille ; 
And elles may sohe noght fui6Ue 
What thing hir .-ere lie,·est ha\·t. 
Wtth this answere thou scbah save 
Thiself, and other wise noghL 
And whan thou bast thin ende wroght, 
Com bier ayein, thou schalt me finde, 
And let nothing out o( thi minde.' 
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[TALC or •·L.Oacn. t He goth him forth with he''Y chiere, 
As he tktt not in wh..·u nunere t61o 

Re m;U this worldes joie :utcigne: 
For if be deic, be b.ttb o peino, 
And if he lh·e, he mOt hin1 bindc 
To such on which of olle kinde 
Of wommen is thun.semlieatc: 
Thus wot he noght who< is the beste: 
Bot be him lief or be him loth, P. i . 97 
U nto the Costell forth he goth 
His full answere forto yive, 
Or forto dcie or forto live. , t;30 
Forth with h is conseil ..... the lord, 
The thinges stoden of record, 
He sende up for the lady sonc, 
And forth sebe .. m, tb.tt olde Mone. 
In presence of the remcn:mt 
The strengthe or al the co,-.,nont 
Tho .,.,. rehere<d openly, 
Aod to "Florent sdto b.td fonhi 
Th;~t be sch.:ll ttllen his avis. 
As he thot woot what is the pris. t64o 
Ftorent seith al dut e,·ere he couthe, 
Bot such word C."lm ther non to mowthe, 
Th3l he for yifte or for beheste 
lllihte eny wise his deth nrcste. 
And thus he t.1rieth Ionge ond lnte, 
T il thot this lady bod nJgnte 
That he scbal for the dom Annl 
Vive his answere in s-pecial 
o r thot sche hod de him fenlt opposed : 
And thnnne he hath trowly supposed t6;o 
Tb.tt he him may of nothing yelpc, 
Bot if so be tho wordes helpe, 
\Vbiclle as tbc womm:tn b:&th him Ulwht ; 
ll"herof he b.ttb an hope eawht 
Tb.tt he scb.tl ben excused so, 
Aod told< out ptein his wille tho. 
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And whan th3t this Mottone berde 
The mQnere: hovr this knyht ansuerde, 
Seh< soide: ' H• treson, wo tbee be. 
That hast thus told the privite, 
Which 11lle wotnmen most desire 1 

P. l. g8 [TAL.t: or F'&.ou~.) 

1 wotde that thou were afire.' 
Bot nathe1es in such a plit 
Ftorent of his answcre is quit : 
And tho began his sonrc newe, 
for he mot go~t, or ben untrewe, 
·ro hire which his trowtbe hadde. 
Bot he, which nlh: schame dradde, 
Goth rorth in stedc or his penance, 
And tnkth the (ortul\e of his chance, 
As he that w;t5 with trowthe afTa.ited. 

This olde wybt him bath awllited 
1 n pbce whor as he hire lefte: 
FICifent his wofull he•·<d upleftc 
And syh this vocke wher sebe sat, 

Which "~' the lothli<ste what 
Ttut c~e m;m e\Ste on his yhe : 
Hire Nose b>ss, hire bro"-es bylte, 
Hire yhen •male and dope set, 
Hire chekes ben with teres wet. 
And rlvclen :~.s an emty skyn 
Hongcnde doun unto the chin, 
Hire Lippes schrunkcn ben fur age, 
Ther wns no grace i1\ the ,.;sage, 

t66o 

t6$o 

Hir (ront was nargh, hir lockcs hort , 
Schc lokoth ronh as doth a More, 
Hire Nccke is schort, bir schuldrcs courbc, P. I. 99 
That myhte a m;mnes lust destourbc. 
Hire body grct •nd nothing smal, 
And schortly to descrh•e: hire :al, 
Sche luth no lith withoute a lak ; 
Bot lith unto the ..-ollesak 
Sehe proferth hire unto this knyht, 
And b.1d him, os he h:uh bebyht, 
So as sche h01th ben his wmnt, 
1'93 profer~ H1, Ad, F profurt \V N$1 profret, pro(c.rc; 

•• c 
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Th>t he hire bolde covenan~ 
And be the bride! scbe him ~th. 
Dot godd WOt bow that JChe him pl<seth 
or Sllche word<$ as scbe spekth: 
Him tbenkth ,..elnyh his herte brekth 
For sonre that he may noghl Re, 
Rot if he wolde untrewe be. 

Loke, how a sek moo for his helc 
Takth baldemoine with Canele, 
And with the Mirre t>kth the Sucre, 
Ryht upon such a mancr lucre 
Stant Florent, as in this dietc: 
H e drinkth the bitre with the swece, 
He medletb sorwe with likyngc, 
And liveth, as who seith, deyingt ; 
His youthe sehal be ""' aweic 
Upon such on which as the weie 
Is old and lotbly overo.I. 
Bot oedc he mot that oedc JChol : 
He "olde alg:ue his tr.,..1be holdc, 
As e--ery knyht tberto is holde, 
Wbot happ so evere him iJ befallc: 
Thogh scbe be the foulest< of olle. 
Yet to lhonour of wommanhicde 
Him chogbt< be scholde !Jlkcn hicdc; 
So that fnr pure gentilesse, 
As he hire c::outhe best adrcsce, 
Jn ragges, ns schc. Wt\S totore1 

He set hire on his hors tofore 
And forth he L'lkth his weie sofic; 
No wonder tbogb he sikcth ofie. 
Bot "' an oule fietb be nyhte 
Out of aile othre briddes syhte, 
Riht so this knybt on daies brode 
In clos him hield, and scbop his rode 
On nyhtes time, h1 the tyde 
That be cam there be woldc abide; 
And prively withoute noise 
He bringtb this foule grete Cobe 
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To his Castell in such a wise 
That nonun myhte hire schappe avise, 
Til sche into the chambrc cam : 
Wher he hb prive eonseil nam 
0( a:uche men 3.S he most UOSie, 

And to1de hem that he nedes moste r ;4o 
This bnte wtdde to his wif, 
For cllcs hndde he lost his lif. 

111e prive 'fl'ommen were asent, 
Thnt scholdcn ben of his assent : 
Hire r:agges thei anon of drawe, 
A nd

1 
ns it wns lhnt time l11we, 

She h•dde bath, sche hadde reste, P . I. tOt 
And was cumied to the beste. 
Bot with no cnft or comb'"' brode 
Thci myhce hire bore lockes schode, • ;~o 
And schc ne wolde noght be ..:bore 
For no con.seil, and thei tberfon:, 
With such otyr os tho was used, 
Ordeinen that it was =used, 
.~nd bid so cnlfteliche aboute, 
That nomtn myhte sen bern oute. 
Bot ••hen sche was fulliche arraied 
And hire atyr was al nssaied, 
Tho w:~.s sche fou1ere on to se: 
Dot yit it n1:ty non other be. • ;~ 
Thei were wedded in the nyht j 
So wo begon w.lS ne\'ere knyht 
As he w:~.s thannc of mariage. 
And ..:he began to pleie and mge, 
As who seich, I om wei ynowb ; 
Dot he therof nothing ne lowb, 
For Khe tok th:a.nne cbiere on honde 
And clepeth him hire bousebonde, 
And seith, 'My lord, go we to bedde, 
For 1 to th:~.t entente w«ide, t;;o 
That thou schalt be my worldes bli...,:' 
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And profretb him with that to kissc, 
.\s sche • lusti Lady were. 
l-lis body mybte wei be there, 
Bot ns of tboght nnd of memoirc 
His hercc was in purgrnoire. 
Bot }'it for strengthc of matrimoinc 
He myhtc m:ake non cssoine, 

P . l ro• 

Tlmt he nc mot nlg4les plie 
To gon to bedde of compoignie: 
~d whon thei were obedde naked, 
Wothoutc slep he wns owoked ; 
He tornech 0 11 that oUter side, 
for thot he wolde hise yhen hyde 
Fro lokynge on thai foule wyh1. 
The chombre w>s a l full of l)·h~ 
*rhe courtins were or cendnJ t-hinnc., 
This newc bryd which loy withinne, 
Tbogb i1 be nogh1 wilh his acord, 
In armes &<:he beclipte hire lord, 
And preidc, as he was torncd fro, 
Ue wolde him tome Byein\\'3fd tho ; 
'For now,' sche seith, • we be:n bothe on.' 
And be lay SliUe as eny ston, 
llol evcre in on sche apnk and prcidc, 
And bod him thenke on that he scide, 
Whon <hal be tok hire be rhe bond-

He herde and undcralod the bond 
How he w:ts set to his penance. ' 
And as it were a mnn in trance 
He tome1h him al sodtinly, 
1\nd syh • lody L1y him by 
Of eybtetieue wynter ngc, 
\Vhich was the fairesu: of vis:tge 

•Soo 

That evert in :ll this world he syh : 
1\od as he . wolde ho\·e Llllce hire nyb, 
Schc put ho10 hand nnd be his lcve P, I. roa 
Besoghte him thai he wolde leve, 
1\nd sei1h thll forto wynne or le&c: 
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He mot on of tuo thinget ebcse., 1S1o lT"u: oF fiCIU)I t .] 

Wher he ..-ol hove hire such on nyh~ 
Or cUes upon daies lyh~ 
For he schal noght htt..;·e bothe tuo. 
And be began to sorwe lhO. 
In many a "'ist •nd c:ute his 1hogh~ 
Bot for al 1h01 yit oow<he he nogh1 
Devise himself which w;as the bestc. 
And sche, thlt •·olde his hertes restc, 
Prcith toot he scholde ehese :llgate, 
Til :ue l.aste Ionge and true ,S,et 
He sci de: '0 ye, my lyve!J hele, 
Sty wb>t )'OU Jill in my querele, 
I nol who< onsuere 1 sch:al yi\·e: 
Bo1 evere whil lhot I may live, 
l wol thllt ye be my m:Lislre$Se, 
For t can noght miselve gct;se 
Which is r.be L.este un10 ony chois. 
Thus gnnte I yow myn hole vois, 
Chea (or ous bothcn, l you preie ; 
And wh:tt as evc:.re: th:tt ye seit; .J S3o 
Riht os ye wole so wol 1.' 

• Mi lord,' sche seidel 'gnmt mera, 
For o( this word that ye now sein, 
That )'C b3ve m2.d me sovere.in., 
Mi destine js O\vpas$Cd, 
Tho! nevere hier.tller scbal be laS><d 
Mi beaute., '4•hich 1h:lt 1 now have. P. l 104 
Til I be 1ake into my grove; 
!lot nyht and doy as I om now 
l sch.al al•·ey be such to yow. .! ._,c 
The kinges dowhtcr o( Cililc: 
I a m, and fell bot siththc nwhile, 
As I w•s with my fader bte, 
Thai my S<cpmoder for an h>te, 
Which 1oward me sche hath begonn<. 
J::'orschop me, 111 l haddc wonne 
The Jo,·e and so,·e_reinete 
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or what knyht thllt in his cltgre 
Aile ot)>re passetb of good name : 
And, as men sein, ye ben the &1m€, 
The dedc procvetb it is so ; 
Thus am 1 youres t:\'etmO.' 

Tho was plesance and joye ynowh, 
Ecbon with other pleide and Jowh; 
Thei live Ionge and wel thei ferdo. 
And clerkes that this chance herde 
Thei writen it in evidence, 
To techc how thnt obedjence 
Ma.i wel fortune o man to love 
And sctte him tn his lust above, 
ru it befeU unto this knybc 

Forth~ my Sone, if thou do ryh~ 
Thou scbalt unto thi lo"" obeie, 
And folwe hir wiU be aile w•ie. 
· Min holy fnd<r, so I wile: 
For Y" have told me such • skile 
or this ensample now tofore, 
That I sehnl everrno therfore 
Hierafterw;ard myn observance 
To lo•·e nnd to his obeissance 
The betre kepe : •nd over this 
Of pride if th<r oght eUes is, 
IVberof that 1 me scltry,.., scb:U, 
What thing it is in speci•l, 
Mi fader, axeth, J you preie. 
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Now lea~ my Sane, and 1. sehal aeie . 
For yit ther is Surquiderie, 
\Vhiclt stant with Pride of compctignie : 
Wberof tklt thou scbalt hiere anon, 
To knowe if thou have gult or non 
Upon the fomte .. thou schalt hiere : 
Now understond wei the IWltiere. 

Olmtt'a .tC'I;I putat, J-1 It PrtsMmjJcin nut/1, 
Nu si'6i ttJnslim'lt.m quem fJuln.J tlst '/Jartlf.t. 

L! BER PRIMUS 

'2Jii HtnXJ's AS/IIIItU r~jJtlal U fllilflrl ~IIIIIM• 
bt /JJfiUIJI VtMrlJ fordfl.l ipse Cddlt. 

Stju CII/Jit/4 11/ruttt n'6t' IJIIi /Jf'l$11mll iJIIIMitnr 

Fa/lit, " in vatuas s#s redll ifua vias. 

Surquidcrie i.s thilke vice 
or l' ride, which the tbridde office 
Hath in his Cou~ one! wol noght knowe 
The trowthe til it ovcrtbrowe. 
Upon his fortune and his gm.ce 
Comth • Hodde I wist' fulofte apllce; 
For he doth ~I his thing be gessc, 

(Ui. Svaou•a~t't o.. 
Paa\Uimow.] 

And voideth aUc sikecnes!Se. 
Non other conseil good him siemeth 

Hk kJqWhlt de lc.t· 
ci.a apec:le Supcrbic. 
que Pre:sumpdo dici
llar, cuiu-' natur.l!.m 
primo ~Ccund,Ul\ vi-

•890 cham Confeasor )iln. 
plid tcr dcc1anu. 

Bot such u he himsch•e diemeth ; 
For in such wise as be compasselh, 
HtS wit at one alle ochre puseth; 
And is with pride so tburghsoght, 
That he aile otlue set at noght, 
And weneth of himselven so, 
That such M he ther be nomo) 
So rnir, so semly, ne so wi.s; 
And thus he wolde bere • pris 
Above aile othre, and noght forchi 
He seith nosht ones • grant mercy ' 
To godd, which aUe grace sendeth, 
So thnt his wines be despendeth 
Upon himself, as thogh ther were 
No godd which myhte ovn.ile there : 
Bot nl upon his ogbne win 
He stont, til be f:Uie in the pitt 
So ferr Lkll he mai nogbt orise. 

And riht th\LS in the same wise 
lOis \•ice upon the cause of IO\"C 

So proudly set the bcrte :tbove, 
And doth him pleinly forto wene 
That he to !oven eny qwcnc 
Hath worthinesse nnd sufficnnce; 
And so withoute pounre:mce 

P. i 1o6 

•88g aile foi•r B w a1 J>l> J>l•r M •89• blmJ it "'" 
~ ~Cht 5 'J>u'lb·IOJbt f •906 p>d \'Xl:RCO.. IL 

Htc tn.cut Con.f~
sor CUID Aa:untc.wpc:r
Ub ... hem ~p
cionc:, ex cuius •uper· 
bl.a (llllm plures ratui 
amantn , curn "'•loris 
c:crthudlnl• lu amorc 
ape:m 1lbi prontittunt, 



88 

(Ui. Su•OU'IOilY o• 
Pkbu• nroJt.] 

IMapcdiri elc:fut; dnti· 
luu.nhtr. 

Amans. 

c011r~. 

Ama.tts. 

CONFESSJO AMANTJS 

Fulofte he bewetb up so bihe, 
Th>.t chippes bllen in his ybc ; 
.'\nd ek ful ofte he ..-e.oeth this, 
Thor as he noght beloved Is, 
To be beloved althcr best. 
Now, Sone, tell what so t hee lest 
Of this t hnt I have cold thee h icr, 

Htt, f11der, be noght in a wer: 
1 trowc: thet be noman lesse. 
0( eny maner worthinessc, 
That hah him l:use worth tbanne 
To be beloved; and noght fonbi 
I seie in excusinge of me, 
1"o aile men that Jo\·e is fre. 
And certes that m;U noruan weme · 
J:Oor IO\'C is of himself so dcrne, ' 
It luteth in o. rnannes berte · 
.~ot t hllt nc schat me noght . astene, 
J o wenc fono be worthi 
To Ioven, bot in hir mercy. 
Bot, Sire, of tb:u ye •·olde:n mene. 
That I scholde othenrise wene 
To be beloved channe I was, 
I am beknowe as in that cas. 

llti goode Sone, tell me how, 
Now lest, a.nd I wol telle row. 

M I goode fnder, how it is. 
f'uloftc it hnih befnlle or t his 
Thurgh ltOJ)C that was noght ccrtein 
Mi wenyinge hath be set in vein ' 
To trisce in thing th>t halp me noght 
Bot onliche of myn oughne thoghc. ' 
f'or u it semcch lh>t a belle 
Uk to the wordes that men telle 
Answerth. riht so ne mor nt Jesse, 
To yow, my fade.r, 1 oonfesse, 
Such wtll my wit hnth o•·erset 
That whnt so hope me behct,' 

*931 noman } no womman YXCERih, s 
( nou}t) me X ••• U1, llA 1~0 ~~cas 8 
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Ful m:my 3 time 1 wcne it 50th, 
lloc ftnali no spied it d01h. 
Thus may 1 tcllen. as I can, 
" 'enyng beguilc:th m:tny :\ nun i 
So hntb it me, rilll wei I wot : 
.For if a man wole in n Bot 
' Vhich is withoutc botmc rowe. 
He moste nedes ovcnhrowe. 
Riht so wenyng hoth ferd be me: 
For whanne I wc.nde next Mve be, 

As I be my ~enynge ca•t<, 
Th>.nne was I (unhest ate l:ute, 
1\nd as • foil my bowe unbende, 
Whon nl wos (:tiled thlll l wende. 
Forth~ my C.der, •• or this, 
'That my voenyngc hnth gon amii 
Touchende to Surquidcrie, 
Vif me my pcnnncc er l d ie. 
Bot if ye wolde in cny forme 
or this au.tie,rc: a t.31e enforme, 
Which were oyein this vice set, 
l scbo!de (ore wei tho bet. 

Mi Sone, in aile mancr wise 
Surquldede is to tll'ipist, 
Wberof 1 finde write thus. 
The proude knyht C•l"neiis 
t ie was of such Surquiderie. 
T hat be thurgh his chivn1erie 
Upon himself so mochcl nistc, 
That to the goddcs him ne Jiste 
In no querele to besechc, 
Bot ..,ide it wos on ydel specbe, 
Which caused was of pure drede, 
For bel< of bene ond for no nedc. 
And upon such pre~umpcioun 
He hield this proude opinioun, 
Til ate bste upon n d."li, 
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Aboute Thebes wber be lay, 
Wban it of Siege w;u belein, 
This knyh~ as the Croniqes sein, 
In aile mennes sihte there, 
Wban he was proudest in his gere, 
And tboghre how nothing myhte him dere, 
Ful armed with his schield and spere 
As be the Cite wolde ~He, 
Codd tok himselve the b:uoilte 
Ayein his Pride, nnd fro 1he sky 
t\ firy tbonder sodeinty 
He sende, and him to pouldrc smol. 
And thus the Pride which wns hot, 
Whlln he most in his screngthe wcnde, 
IVllS brent and lost withouten ende: 
So that it proc\'eth wei therforc, 
The strengthe of man is sone lore, 
llot if that be it wet go•"C:me. 
And over this a motn mai Ierne 
That ek fulofte time it grievetb, 
Wban tlut a man himself believeth, 
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t\s thogb it scholde him wei bescnte P . i. no 
T~t he :tile othre men can demc, 
And bath foryete his oghne vice. 
A ule of hem thnt ben so nye<, 
And {eigne hemsclf to be 10 wlsc, 
t scbal thee telle in such a wise, 
IVherof thou schnlt enonmptc UJke 
That thou no such thing undertake. 

I finde upon Surquideric, 
How that whilom of Hungarie 
Be olde daies wu a King 
Wys nnd honc:ste in olle thing : 
i\nd so befell upon a dai, 
And that was in the Monthe of Maii • 

*»D$ sz~octJI~:] ttUte ( lJV.sCc) X ... &. B 
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As thilke time it was usance. 
This kyng with noble pourveanee 
Hath for himself his Cbarr araied, 
Wher inne be wolde ride amaied 
Out of the Cite forto pleie, 
With lordes and with gret nobleie 
or lu1ti folk that were yonge : 
\\thcr some pleide and some songt. 
And some gon and some ryde, 
And sorne prikc here hors aside 
And brid1cn hem now in now out~. 

T he kyng his yhe caste aboute, 
Til be was ate laste wnr 
.\nd syh comende ayein his chnr 
Two pilegrins of so gret age, 
That lich unto a dreie ymage 
Thei weren pale ond fade hewed, 
And "' • bussb which is besnewed, 
Here berdes weren bore and wbyte ; 
Ther was or kinde bot :a litt"., 
That tbci ne semen futti dede. 
Thei comen to the kyng and bede 
Som of his good p;1r ch:trite ; 
i\nd be with gret bumilite 
Out of his Chor to grounde lepte, 
And hem in bothe h ise :umes kcpte 
And keste bern borhe fot and bond 
Defore the lordes of his lond, 
And ynf hem of his good thcrto: 
And whanne he hath this dede do, 
He goth into his char ayein. 
'Tho wa.s Munnur, tho w:u dcsde.ign, 
Tho was complcignte oo c,·ery side, 
Thei seiden of here oghne Pride 
Eche until othre : • What is this? 
Oure king bath do this thing omit, 
So tO abessc his re:>lte 
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Th3t every man it myhte se, 
And humbled him in such n wise 
To hem thu wc:re or non cmprise.' 
Thus was it spoken to and fro 
Of hem that were -.;Lh hi1n tho 
AI prively bebinde hi• bok; 
Bot LO himsth·en notnn.n sp3'k. to;o 
The kioges brother in presence 
\Vas thilke timet and g·rct ofT~.:ncc 
He tote thc:rof, and WIU t1le in me P. i . n2 

Above aUe othre which most bl!1me: 
Upon his liege lord hoth Jeid, 
And hath unto the lordet 1eid, 
Anon as be mai timt findc, 
Ther sehol nothing be left hehinde, 
That be wol speke unto the king. 

Now lest whot fell upon this thing. •oSo 
'The d:ay was merie and f11ir )'nowh, 
Echon with otbre plcide •nd lowb. 
And feUen into tales ncwrc. 
How that lhe rreiuhe ftourH grewe. 
. \nd how the grene le'u spronge, 
And how that love •n>ong the yonge 
Bq;:tn the hertel Lh:mne :~w:~kc, 

And C\'CI}' hridd h>th ehOile hire make : 
And thus the Maie• day to thcndc 
'fhci lede, nnd hom ayein thei wende. IOIJO 

The king was noght 'o sonc: c:omt, 
That wh.annc he hndde his chnmbre nome:, 
H is brolher ne wu rcdi thcre1 

And broghte n tole unto his Ere 
or tbot he dcde such • schamo 
rn hindringc or hls Qlhne name. 
\\'hm h~ himself 10 .-.·olde drecchc, 
T~t to so ,·il a po,·ere "'Ttcche 
Him deigneth sche'l'·e such 1implnrto 
:\rein tlusbt of his noblesce: :too 
And seitb b~ sduJ 1t nomor use. 
And L~t he mot himself e~cuse 
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Townrd hise lordes e>·erychon. P . I. ua 
The king $<od stiUe as eny ston, 
And to his We an Ere he leide, 
And thoghte m:>re than be seide: 
Rot nothelts to that be herde 
Wei eort3isl)' the king answcrde, 
And tolde it scholde be omended. 
And t.hus whan tb:~t ber tale is ended, 111 0 

A I <edy was the bord and cloth, 
The king unto his Souper goth 
Among the Jorde. to the hallc ; 
A1\d whl\n thci b:1dden soupc.>d nile, 
'J'hci token Jeve and forth thei go. 
The king bethoghte himsch·e tho 
ltow he his brother m:~i clustie, 
That he thurgb his Surquiderie 
Tok upon honde to desprcise 
Humilitc, •·hicb is to prciset ' ', 
And therupon yo.f such conscil 
Towud his king thot was noght beil ; 
Wherof to be the betre lered, 
He thenkth to maken him afered. 

h fell so that in thilke dawe 
Thcr was ordeincd be the 13.-.'C 

A t.rompc with :t s terne breth, 
Which cleped wos the Trompe of deth : 
And in the Coort wher the king W3.~ 

A certdn mnn this T rompe of brna 1 • ·'" 

Hnth in kcpingc, and therof aervcth, 
Th4t whnn t\ lord his deth dC$en•eth, 
He schnl this dredful trompe blowe P. I. 114 
Toforc his pte, and make it knowe 
How that the jugem.ent is yove 
Of deth, which .cbal nogbt be foryovc. 
'rhe lcing, whan it W'ilS nyh~ anon 
This m:an asente a nd bad him gon 
To uompen 3t his brother g::ue:; 
And he, which mot so don algate, • "o 
Goth forth and doth the "l:ynges heste. 

~uu whieb \\'AS E, B whic-h i • C and " 'a' I. 
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This lord, which herde or this tempnte 
That he torore bis gate blew, 
Tho wiste he be the !awe and knew 
That he was sU:ediche ded : 
And as or help he -.-ot no red, 
Bot sendc for hise rrendes alle 
J\nd rolde hem bow it is ber>lle. 
And thei him axe e:Luse why; 
Bot he the sorhe noght rorthi "$0 

Ne wiste, and tber was sorwe tho : 
For it stod thilke tyme so, 
This trompe was of such sentence, 
That thcmycin no resistcnce 
Thel couthe ordeine be no wele, 
That he ne mot •lgate deie, 
Bor ir so that he o\1\y pourchoce 
To gete his liege lor des grace. 
Here wittes therupon thei ca!te, 
And ben apointed ate taste. "'"' 

This lo<d • WO<thi bdi hadde 
Unto his wir, which also dradde 
Hire lordes delh, and children five P. i. us 
Betwen hem two tbei 1\1\dde alyn!, 
That weren yonge and tcndre of age, 
And of stature and of vi~c 
Riht raire and lusty on to so. 
Tho C.'\Sten lhei thnt he and sche 
Forth wi1h here children on the morwe, 
As thci that were full of sorwe, H iO 

AI naked boi or smok and schene, 
To tendre with the k)·nget herte, 
His grace scholden go to sec he 
And pardoun of the deth bes«he. 
Thus passen thei that woruU nyht, 
Aod erly, whan thei sihe it lyht, 
Thei gon hem forth in such 1 wise 
As thou torore hast hetd devise, 
Al naked bot here schortcs one. 

~HS9 Hlrc FK ~111 Sbertc F ''73 ~ biseehc H 
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Thei wepte and m3de mochel mone, z•k 
Here Her hangende oboute here Ern : 
\\7th sobbinge 2nd with sory teres-
This lord goth tbanne an humble pas. 
Th•t whilom proud and noble was ; 
Wheror the Cire sore 3lllyhu; 
or hem that sihen thilke syhre : 
And natheles •1 openly 
\Vith 5UCh wepinge n.nd with such cri 
Forth with hise children and his wif 
He goth to prcie for his lir. "'JO 
Unto lhc court whan thei be come, 
;\nd men therinne hnve hiede nome, 
Ther was no wiht. ir he hem syhe. P. I. 116 
Fro water mihte kepe his yhe 
For sorwe which thei m3den tho. 
The king supposetb or this wo, 
And reigneth 05 be noght ne wiste ; 
Bot n•theles •t his uprisre 
Men tolden him how that ir rerde : 
And wh•n that be this wonder herde. """ 
In haste he g01h into the balle, 
.\nd alle at ones doun tbei ralle, 
Ir eny pite may be founde. 
Tho king. which seth hem go to grounde, 
Hath a.xed hem what is the (ere, 
Why thci be so despoiled rhere. 
His brOther seide: ' Ha lord, mercy I 
I wot non other Cllu.se why, 
Bot only thar this nyhr ful tote 
ihe trompe of deth was at my gate n•o 
In tokne that I scholde deie; 
Thus be we come forto preie 
~t ye mi worldes deth. respite! 

'Ha ro~ bow thou art rono wyte,' 
The king unto his brother seith, 
• Th2t thou art of so litel feitb, 
That only ror • trompes soon 

•••• ba.nJCd(e} AMH1, ~ \V (bonret) 
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Host gon despuil<d thurgb the toun, 
Thou and thi vri( in such m:tnere 
Forth with thi childre-n th:lt ben here, "' IQ 

ln sihtc or aile men about~, 

For that thou sei5t thou nn in douh! 
or doth, which Stant under the lowe P. I. 117 
or nmn, and man it mtti withdmwe, 
So thnt It rnai l>!lt ch;mct faile. 
Now achalt thou noght forthi mcrvAile 
ThAt I doun fro my Cb.ur olihte, 
WhAnne I behield tofore my sihtc 
In hem that were of so grct age 
~l in oghne d.edt tburgb hc:r~ ymage, JJJO 

Which god hAth set be bwe of kynde. 
Whcrof 1 moi no bote fin de: 
For wei I wot, such :l.S thel be, 
Riht such am I in my degree, 
or flci .. h and blod, and so schol dei<. 
And thuo, thogh I tl~>t lowe ob<ic 
or which the kinges ben put u nder, 
h <>shte ben wei bsse wonder 
Than thou, which art withoutc nede: 
~·or lowe of londe in such • drede, ,..., 
Whieh for tocompte is bot a jope, 
A$ thing which tltou miht ovencape. 
Forthi, mi brother, aner this 
( rcde, shhen that so is 
·r'h:u thou canst drede a man so sore, 
Dred god wilb al thin hertc 1110re: 
F'or nl sc:h•l deie and al schnl ~sse. 
A Is well 11 Leouo as an .use, 
Als wei • beggere u a lord, 
To"'":lrd~ deth in on acord u.so 
11u:i schuUe:o $londe! And in this wise 
•nte king ~th with hise wordes WJ.Se 

Hi! brother tawht and al foryive. P. l u8 
Forthi, rni Sonc, i( rhou woh 11\·c 

In vettu, thou most vice CKhuic, 
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And with lo" bene humblesce &uie, 
So that thou be nosht swquidous. 

M..i f.ader, l ~m 11morous, 
Wherof 1 wolde you bescc:he 
That ye me som ens.1mple teche, 
Which mihte in 1ovc:s aLuse s tonde. 
~U Sone, thou schnlt undcntonde, 

In love and othro thinges a ile 
If that Surquidcrie f.1lle, 
It moy to him noght wei betide 
Which U$Cth thilke \•ice of Pride, 
Which torneth wisdom to ~·enynge 
And Sothfastnt$SC into lcsynge 
Tburgb fol )'11~>ginocion. 

Aod for thin enformllcion, 
That thou this vice os 1 the rede 
:Eschuie ..:hnh, n tnlc I redo, 
Which fell whilom be d:ues olde, 
So liS the clerk Ovide tolde. 

Tber was "''hilorn a lordes Sone, 
Which of his Pride n nyce .. ·one 
Hath cawht, thAt worthi to his Iiebe, 
To sechen ol the worldeo riche, 
Ther was no wonun:an (otto love. 
So hihe he seue him!l(:lve obove 
or stature ond of beoute bothc, 
That him thoghtc aile wommen lothc : 
So was ther no compndsoun 
As tow.r.rd his condicioun. 

:UfO 
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mullcrb dcdignn.ntur. 

P. 1. 119 J.:t narnt clCem~)lum, 
quA liter culusdam Prin-

u6o som cn~mpte} by som wclc 0 2261 in om. X£ •• , Rt 
a65 {. To m.~n in uy mat\c_r aide 

He ~y wei nowbc:r )aft ab* R 
To fUn io cay ma.ocr &ide 
h may to him ftOO)l wd betide 81 

C L ttmt!Jilu 1M callow u.iJA U, rtt'fl'tf.8 (}/ t.A' lut. 
226M.J £ig/f/ /i~US foWHJ 1/tN.,J llf COfHa ~~ tit~ lirbJ ntnf-1~, 

fWKH .. &c., aM n/.so ;,. H1. TM m t J.,wfour,g-itv.n ujolloa'l bv S, 
ifor~i HChie It t ~ rc:dc 
fror In Ouide • tAle I rede 
H ow )'lilt • mal\ w u oucrto1ke 
\Vhcror )ou m)•ht t naampte: ta.ke. 

•• II 



fTAu: o-r NAJtC:assua.) 
~ipisfiliusnomlne.Nar• 
cl:ros estiuo t~pore, 
<:Uil\ ipK VUiadoni.a 
cauuqumdamct:ruum 
!Olu.t e11m aui.s canibu1 
esa~tard, in 1n.u~m 
t.itim iDCUJTCM nett~· 
altate C'OUipubu ad 
bt:'bcndum de quodam. 
Conte pronu• K ind"" 
uait; \·bi ipse Cadem 
mam. pukb~ in 
afliU pucipic:"""' puta· 
bat $C per hot' lllam 
Nimph.a.JD,qUUD Poctc 
Ekko 'IO<:Ut, in Ou· 
mille tofUl w&. ocu· 
liapo<iuseoMpn:t.e: 
« aaius amore corto
fesdm l.a..quc:a.ta.s_ vc i~ 
Sl.lll&d ae <!e (6.nte u· 
tnheret_pluribtubbn· 
dial~ ad:utabl.tur. ~t 
cum Ulud pcd«:rc QUI• 
b.tc:nt.UpotciLpte nim· 
io lanruorc dc:Scicn• 
c:ontn Lapides ibickm 
ad.i.attntc:s caput e~· 
o~raus~mc:f· 
fudiL EtaiedeprOpri.a. 
puh:ritudinequifuc:l"ll.t 
presumptuotus,de p.-. 
prla pulc:titudinc rat• 
uatus lntcrlh. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

This yonge lord Noreirus bihte: 
No strengche of love bowe mibte 
llit htrte, which is unaffilcd j 
Bot ace l>ste he ,..,.. beguiled : 
J' or or the goddeo poun·eance 
II fell him on • doi par chance, "9' 
n,c he in all his proude fore 
Unto the forest pn to fare, 
Amonges ochre that cher were 
To hunte and to desporte him there. 
And whanne he cam into the place 
Wher chat be wolde make his e.hace, 
The houndes weren in • chrowe 
UnCCKiplcd and the homes blowe: 
The grete bert •non WllS founde, 
Which swine feet aeue upon groundc, tJ.oo 
And he with spore in horse side 
Him hastetb fMte fono ride, 
Til aile men be left behinde. 
And as he rod, under a Iinde 
llt$ide a roche, •• I thoe telle, 
He syh wber •prong a lu•ty welle: 
The day was wonder hot witb:ule, 
And such n thurst was on him falle, 
That he moste owthcr deie or drinkc; 
And doun he llhte and be the brlnke •.11• 
He tetde his Kors unto n bmunche, 
And leide him lowe forto otaunche 
His thurst: and os he ea.sce his lok P . l. ••o 
Into the welle nnd hiede tok, 
He sih the like of his visage, 
And wende ther were an ymoge 
Of such o Nimphe u tho wos faie, 
Whcrof that lo"e his berte ossaie 
Began, a,s it w:~s aner a.ene, 
0( his sotie and made b.im wtne "3.,, 
It were a womman thQt he S)'h. 
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The more he cam 1he welle nyh, 
The nerr cam sche to hirn ayein ; 
So wiste he nevere what to sein; 
For wha.nne he weple, he aih hire wepe, 
And whanne he cride, he tok good kepe, 
The same ~-ord sehe cride olso : 
And thus began the newe wo, 
That whilom was to him oo stnnge; 
Tho made him lo•.., an hard esehange, •JJ• 
To s..ue his herte and to bcginne 
Thing which be mihte nevtre winne. 
And e-·ere omong he pn to louce, 
And preith chat sehe to him come oute; 
And otherwhile he goth a ferr, 
And otherwhile he drawetb nerr, 
And evere he fond hire in o place. 
He wepth, be crith, he axeth graee, 
There as he mihte gete non ; 
So thai o.ycin a Roche of Ston, '.Ho 
As he that knew non other red, 
~le •mot himself til he was dcd. 
Wherof the Nimphes of the welles, 
And ochre th31 ther weren elles 
Unto the wode> belongende, 
The body, which wu ded ligende, 
l'or pure plte thoc thei have 
Under the grene lhei begrove. 
And thnnne out of his sepulture 

P. i. uu 

Ther sprong anon par oventure .tl5o 
or noures such • wonder syhce, 
That men ensan1ple take myhte 
Upon the dcdes whiehe he dcde, 
As tho wu sene in thilke stede; 
For in the wynter fre:ys.shc and fatrc 
The noures ben, which ls contraire 
To kynde, and so v.•as the folie 
Which fell of his Surquiderie. 

·n.us he, which lo•·e hadde in dt>deign, 
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{PllllSUNPTIOl'f (),. 
Lovtu.] 

Aman5t 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

\VorStC of nil othre W!lS besein, 
And AS he scttc his pris most hyhe, 
He was lest worth in loves yhe 
And most bejaped in his wit: 
Wberof the remembmnce is yit, 
So thot thou m)·ght en .. mple toke, 
And ek aile othre for his sake. 

Mi f:tdcr, as t·ouehende of me,, 
This vice I thcnke Cotto Re, 
Which of his weoynge overtroweth; 
And nomeliche of thing which gtoweth 
In loves C!Use or we-1 or wo 
Yitl>ryded 1 me nevere so. 
Bot wolde god that gmcc sende, 
lhnt towArd me my lady wende 
As I towardes hire wene I 
Mi love scholde so be sene, 
Ther scbolde go no pride a pb.ee. 
Bot I om fen fro thilke grace, 
i\$ forto speke of tyme now; 
So mot I soffre, nnd prele yow 
Thot ye wale axe on other side 
1( ther be eoy point or Pride, 
Wherof it nedeth to be schri<e. 

M i Sone, godd it thee foryive, 
If thou h.we eny thing misdo 
Touchende of this, bot overmo 
Ther is nn other ylt or !'ride, 

P. !. 122 

Which nevere cowthe hise wordes bide, 
That he ne wole hilllKif ovounte; 
Ther mai nothing his tunge d:wnte, 
That he ne c!appeth u • Belle : 
Wherof if thou wolt that I teUe, 
It is behovely forte hicro, 
So thnt thou mybt thi tunge stiere, 
Towa.rd the wotld and atonde in grace, 
Which locketb oftc in mony ploc:e 
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1'o him that con noght sitte stiUe, 
Which elles scholdc hnve ol his willc. 

t.. A/npUOf/11~ /JrtJjm'tvn Minuil •'M iil:Mia lilfgllt 
FQJIIDII't, IJIIQHI sta#t'l'• firma/ lwMrt d/,.J. 

IJ>II .svi /a.11d111t Mtrili nq11 J;trripil, -:Jttck 
S1 s11.a pu vtr/xJ l11dal ;, 11rk polaM. 

E.stgNe viri culjxa i.atltandn. 'l'" r11bt/1UiaJ 
In 11111/itn rtM t.tlu.J.at. lta/Jert genal. 
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( iv. A\'A>lT.U«:t Olt 
Bo.umro.] 

The vice cleped Avontance P. J. ••a 
With Pride hath take his aqueintance, 
So that his ogbne pris ho l.useth, 
When he such mesure overposseth 
Thot he his ogbne Herold is. 
·rh!I.L (erst wns wet i.s th~tnne mis, 
'l'h:t.t wn!l thankworth is thnnne bl:une, 
And 1hus the wortchlpc of his name 
Thurgh pride of his ovantarie 
He tome-th into vilcnie. 
I rede how tlt;lt this proude vice 
lln~l thill<c wynd in his office, 
Which thurgh the blast•• ~'"' be blowcth 
The m1nnes fame he ovcrthrowtth 
or vertu, .. hich scbolde elles springe 
Into the worldcs koowlechinge; 
Bot he fordoth it olio sore. 
And riht of such a. maner tore 

'!'her ben lovers : forthi if tbow 
Art on of hem, tell and sei how. 
Wh>n thou hast taken eny thfng 
Of lo•'tS yifte, or N ouche or ring, 
Or tok upon thee for the cold 
Som goodly word thot thee wos told, 
Or frendly chiere or tokne or leure, 
Whcror thin bene w~s the beLtre, 
Or th:~t sche sendc the grietinge,, 
Host thou for Pride of 1hi lilting< 

Hie loqUiturdcqWt-r· 
tA apec:lcSupcrbie,que 
l:u::tancla dlchur, ex 
cuiu.J natura c:ausah••• 
"' homO de JC-~ U:S• 
Uaaoniu• pnbibtns A)o 

a.nun ,;nuuna muita 
de: WI~ in atl~m 

~.fi.O tran•fcrt. et auam £•· 
mam cucn ipse cxt(t\· 
lere vcUct, Ulam pro
prioorcs"b\•crtit. Set 
d Vcnuslnamorisc-.:~.u• 
u de $_a.to vlc:lo macu• 
btos awa Curia suJICr 
omnd alios abhorrcM 
e.xpc)lit. tt NruG •ul· 
u'loquium \'tr«Uad• 
dctettatur. \trade-Con• 
(ct.SOr A111Jntl oppo-
nC'nlmaicriatn ple.niu~ 

clccl~rl&l. 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

1 wolde, foder, that ye wiste, 
Mi eonscience lith noght bien: : 
Yit ludde 1 oe~n: such matiere, 
Wbetof min bene myhte amende, 
Noght of so moehel that oche ICndc 

P. i. "'4 

Be mowthe :md ~tide, • Griet him wet : ' 
And thus for that ther is no diel 
Wherof to make myn llvant, 
It is to reson aeonb.nt 
That 1 mai nevere, bot 1 lye, 
or lmre nua.ke n v;mcerie. 
l •·ot nogbt whot I scholde hnvc do, 
l f that 1 had de encheson so, 
As ye ba.ve seld bier man yon ; 
Bot I fond cause ncvere non : 
Bot daunger, which welnyh me slowh, 
Therof 1 oowtbe telle yno•h, 
And o( non other An.nt.tnce: 
Thus oedeth me no n:pent:>.nce. 
Now axetb funh<re of my lif, 
For bieror am l noght guhif. 

~fi Sone, 1 om wei l"'id withal ; 
for wite h v.·el in special 
T~t love o( his verr.a.i justice 
Above alle othre aytin this vice 
At aile times most d<boteth, 
With a! his berte nnd most it hotcth. 
And ek in allc mancr wise 
Av:tntnric is to despi~e, 
As be ensample thou myht wite, 
Which I finde in the bokcs write. 

.... 

Or hem that we Lombars now aile P. I. IllS 
Albinus was the ferste of a.lle 
Which bar corone of Lomlwdie, 
And wao of gr<t chinlerie 
In w-erre ayein divene kinges. 
So fell amonges othre thinges, 
Tbot he that time a werre haddc 

't4$11D7bt (llligbt)JC1 8 mybte:A,S,F 046o fcrste 5 ft~'\8, I 

LIBER PRIMUS 

With Curmond, which the Ceples bddt, 
And wao a myhti kyng also: 
Bot n.atheles it (ell him so, 
Albinus slowb bim in the feld, 
Ther b:alp him nowther sword ne scbtld, 
That he ne s.mot his hed o( tb:mne, 
Wherof be tok owqo the Ponne, 
or which he seide be wolde tnllke 
A Cuppe for Curmoundes sake, 
To kepc and drawe into mcmoire 
or his bataille the victoire. 
And thus whRn he the reid hnth wonnc, 
The lond anoz1 was overronne 
And sesed in his ogbne bond, 
Wber he Curmondes dowhter fond, 
\\~tich Maide R osemoundc hihte, 
And w:LS in every mannes sihte 
A &ir, a frcissb, a lusti on. 
H is hme fell to hire anon, 
And such a love on hire he CISte, 
Tbot he hire weddeth ate bste; 
And after that long rime in reste 
Wotb hire he duelte, and to the bestc 

IOJ 

[ TAU: or Auuxus 
.uu R01unnru.] 

de&ldttio compkto .se 
iactut. Et Ga.JT&t qual· 
iter Al'biaus pri.auu1 
Ru Lon,ot»rdon~m, 

.t.f10 cum ipse q\Kn<bm a
Hum Meg~ aomine: 
CW"mundum. in bd!o 
morlcnWDt..riumpbas
•c.t., tuLam capitis de· 
furH:ll aurerens c:i
phutn u t a gc:mmis et 
auro d rcumli.gatum in 
auevidoriem.emoriiLm 
rabrte:~~oric:on"tiluit: in· 
!Iuper ct ipaJu$ Gur
mundl IUlam Rose-· 
mundam npic:n.a, mar
hall lhoro ineonlugcm 

So aibi copu.lault. Vndc: 
"• l~AJbinopo$teacor· 

am aui Rcgni nob11i· 
bus in suo rt:gali con~ 
uiQi9 Kdente, dicti 
Gumua.ad.i cipbum in· 
ruao vioo ad sc Utter 
c.pulas aft'c.ni iua:it ; 
qyecn sucpt:a_m vxori 
..,. Rc:~M porre:sit 
dkcn.s."Bibecuaa p;t.trc 
tYO.• Quod C'l ipu hta· 
humodi opub iguara 
rn:it Qao r.cto Rex 

'rhci love ech otbet wonde:r wel. P. i. 1.g6 .tlatim supc.r biis qr.u: 

llot ache which keptb the b1inde whel, .,,.90 ~~t ~~~:W~u':ic~ri. 
Venus, wba.n thei be most above, buapcrtlt~gulaM-i.:ae· 
ln a l the boteste of here love ta~IL. Rcgina.vcrocucn 

' !aha audbset. ttlato 
Hire whiel sche torncth, and thei felle •"lmo Cactum 01bhor· 
In the ma..ncre as I schnl tcJlc. rc!'sln~o~c:m domini 
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And feltc hiiD on no side grieved, faegc breul subs«uto 
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1 tus mortem Dua Ra· 
Tho thogbte be wolde a feste make ; uC"noe.Ws wn io ~· 
And thal was for his w'Y'·es We, .1100 PQsdicteReciMquam 

• ~ fautonUDpo$t· 
That sche the lordes a.te feste, ea YiDdicauiL Set ct 
'rb4at were obeissant to his heste, hulu.s tociu in!ortucii 
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romitem miniMn~blt, 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Mni knowe: and so (orth therupon 
He lc.:t ordcinc, and :~cnde l'lnon 
Be lettres and be mess.1gien, 
And wamede alle hise officiers 
That ev<ty thing be wd ;unied : 
The gtete Stiedes were usaied 
For joustinge and for tornemcntJ 
And many n perled gnrnc:mcnt J!IO 

Embroudred was ayein the dai. 
The lordes in here beue orrai 
Be comtn :ue time set, 
On jousteth wcl, on other bet, 
And otbe"'·bile thei torneie, 
And thus thci c:tsten care aweie 
And token lustes upon honde. 
And nncr, thou sch:tlt understonde, 
To mete inco the kinges balle 
Thei eome, o.s tbei be beden aile : 
And wban thei were set and sen·ed, 
Thanne after, as it wns descn·ed, 
To hem lh31 worthi knylucs were, 
So ns lhei S.Clen hicre and there_, 
The pris wos yove and spoken oute 
Among the heraldz :tl obouce. 
And cbus beni the ond el: •bove 
AI 'fi.'"A! of armes and of Jove, 
Wheror nboucen nee bard'"' 
Men hndde manye sondri wordes, 
Th>C o( che merthe which thei made 
The king himselr begon 10 glade 
Withinne his bene ond tok • pride, 
And sib the Cuppe stonde :>Side, 
Which mod .,... or Curmoundes bed 
A• ye hove herd, wh>n he was ded ' 
And WILS with gold and riche Slon~ 
H=t ond bounde (o r the nones, 
And stod upon • foe on heihce 
or burned gold, >nd with gret sleihte 
or werkm•nsebipe it ..... bcgr:.ve 
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or SUCh werlt t\$ it SChOide h:l.\'e, [TAU 0' ALtU)(US 

And wns policed ek so clene AMo RotcacuNo.) 

Th:u no signe or the Skulle is sene, 
llot as it were • Cripes Ey. 
'l'be king bad bere his Cuppe •we,·, 
Which stod to!ore him on the bord, 
And rene thilke. Upon his word 
Thi• Skulle is (et nnd wyn tberinne, P. I. 128 
Wheror he bad his wi( bc-ginne: •sso 
'DrJnk: with Lhi fader, Dame,' he seide. 
And sche to his biddinge obeide, 
And tok the Skulle, and wbat hire liste 
Sche dr.ook, as sehe which nothing wisle 
What Cuppe it wns: nnd tbnnne nl oute 
'l'he kyng in audience nboute 
Hnch told ic was hire (ader Skulle, 
So that the lordes knowe schulle 
or his bawlle • soch witness<, 
1\nd made avant thurgh what proucsse '.S'' 
He lmth his wyves love ..-oone, 
Which or the Skulle hath so begonne. 
Tho wn$ ther mochc:l l'ride aloftc, 
Thei spekeo aile, nnd scbe .,... son.e, 
Thenkende on chilke unkynde Pride, 
or tbnc hire lord so nyh hire side 
Avanteth him th>t he bath shin 
And piked out hire (oder brain, 
And of the Skulle hnd mad n Cuppe. 
Sche sofl'reth al til thel were uppe, •s7o 
And tho sche lmch seknesse feigned, 
And goth to ebambrc and h>th eompleigned 
Unto a ~bide •·hi<:h sche triste, 
So that non Olher wyht it wiste. 
This Mnyde Clode•ide is bote, 
To whom this Indy hath behotc 
or lndischipe al thai sche can, 
To ,·engen hire upon lhis m;1n, 
Which dede hire drinke in such • plit P. i. 129 
Among bern aile (or despit •;So 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

or hire and o f hire fad<'! both< . . . 
\Vherof h1re thoghtes ben "" wrothe, 
~he seith, th>t sehe Jclul noght be gbd, 
T•l thot sche se him so bestad 
That he nomore make avant. 
And rhus lhei felle in covenan~ 
Th:u thei aoorde:n ate lute, 
ll'ilh suehe wiles as thei easrc 
Thar rhei wol gere or here acord 
Som orp<d knyhr 10 ale rhis lord: 
And wirh lhis sleihte lhei beginne, 
How thti Helmq:e myhren winne. 
ll'hich was rhe kinges lloleler, 
A prood • luoti ll.tehelcr, 
And Clodeside he loveth hote. 
i\nd ache, 10 mllke him n1ore n.ssott: 
Hire Jove sr.~..ntcth, and be nyhte ' 
Thei schope how rhei rogedre myhte 
Abeddc meete: and don it was 
This some nyhr; o.nd in this cas 
'l'he qwene hirself rhe nyht secounde 
Wente in hire atedc, Qnd there hath founde 
1\ chnmbre dcrk wirhoute libt, 
And goth to beddc to this knyht. 
And he, to kepc his ob~rran~~ 
To love doth his obeissnncc, 
And wencth it be Clodcsidc · • And sche thannc nfrcr lay aside, 
And nxcth him what he harh do, P. 1. 130 
And who sche wns sche toide him tho 
J\nd !!tide: • Hclmcge, I 3m thi qwcn~ 
Now schnl thi love wei be sene J 

or thnt thou h:asr thi wille wroght: 
Or it sch•l sore ben nbogh~ 
Or 1hou ~htth worchc as I thee stie. 
And if thou woit be such n weie 
Oo my pleson"" and holde it s~lie, 
For Cl'ere I IChal ben at lhi wille, 
Bothe I and al myn heritage.' 

st611 t.hi] )e J H1 •• , B.t, 8A 
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Anon the wylde lo1·ea rage, ,r.,o 
In which no·m:.n him can governe, 
Hath m•d him th>t he e>n noght werne, 
llor fell al hoi to hire usent : 
And thus the whiel is aJ ml$wen1, 
The which fortune h.1th upon honde; 
For how that everc it 11fier stonde, 
Thei schope omong hem such • W)'le, 
The king wos ded witbinne a wbyle. 
So slihl7 c:~m it noght aboutc 
Tb.Jt tbei ne ben discoe,·ered oute, J6Jo 
So that it thoghte hem for the besle 
To fte, for there was no rntc: 
And thus the uesor of the king 
Thei trusse and mochel orher thing. 
And 11ith a cwcin febsc:hipe 
Thei Oedde and wente owey be schipe, 
And hielde htre rihte cours fro thenne, 
Til thou thei c:ome to Ravennt-, 
Wher th<i the Dukes helpe soghte. P . I. 131 
And he, so os thei him besoghte, •6~o 

A place gmnteth forto duelle; 
Bot nfrer, whnn he herde telle 
or the manere how thci h•ve do, 
This Ouk let ..:hape for hem so, 
That of a puison whieh thci drunkc 
Thei haddon thot thci h11vc bc•wunkc • 

And nl this mMie nvrmt or Pride: 
Cood is therforc n mnn to hide 
H is oghnc pris, for if be SJ>ekc, 
He mni llhtliche his thank tobrekc. •6;c 
In nrmcs lith non nvnntnnce 
To him which th~nkth his name D\'llnCt 

And he renomed of his dcde: 
And ai&a who thnt thcnkrh to spede 
0( love, he mai him noghL ll\'lUnte; 
For wlut moo thilke viee. haunte, 
His pourpos schal fulone faile. 
In armes he th•t wol trovaile 

26Z3 Halb m.a.d) Wade 1{, ••• B•, B aiSsl he] wbo A&.l 
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Or clles lo•·es grace aueignc, 
His lose tuogc he mot rcstrcigne, :66o 
Which berth of his honour the keie. 

Forthi, D\)' Sonel in :llle ~·eic: 

Tak ribt good hiede of this matiere. 
I thonke you, my f•der diere, 

1bis scolc is of :a gentil lore; 
And if thor be oght cUes more 
Of Pride, which I schol esehuie, 
Now :t."Ceth forth, nnd 1 wol suio 
What tbing thAt yc me wole enforme. P. I. 132 

]\.fi Sone, yit in other forme 167o 

Thcr is a vice of Prides lore, 
Which lich an h:~uk whnn he wot sore, 
Fleitb upon heihte in his dclices 
After the likyngc of his •·iceo, 
And wol no m.1nncs rt$0un knowc. 
Till he doun fallc and o•·erthro•·e. 
·rhis vice \'eine gloire iJ hole, 
Wbero~ my Sooe, I thee behote 
To trete 4nd spelte in such • wise, 
That thou thoe myht the betre orise. >6So 

x. Gloria /MriJIIIJd.J /Jf'tgnat mundoMil tlolllrt.J, 
fbii l t.'mUit Ul 'U<JIIIIS g;.tud/IJ 1/fiii(J ~U/Jt'i. 

£ius n~tdcicimn, qurm JJioriiJ tollil lnnlfti, 
N o11 liM 6/a.nditlis (litmus lm6t6ll ltumo: 

Vtr6/.t (IJifljJOiilis qui tfll llrlgflnr# fimtllllm, 
Scandue stllala iurfl 1tltlt~ll 1911es. 

Sie in amtn-t ""'C"".t gul ltlmulll subonwt In c1'e 
Vt1'/la, jKr It« bra-u-iiiW1 t;tuxi Nt'lilff alter Jtnbtl. 

£1 lomtn (lt'7t.a/OI ,,,,1111 1Jnriiiii(NI jNlf'illfl.l 

LLtagut ~nfa suis lt.f'I'61U t1fllal am11r. (to) 

The proude vice of vcinc gloire 
Remembreth noght of purgatoire, 
Jlise worldes joyes ben so gretc, 
Him thcnkth of be>~ no beycte; 
This li•·es Pompe is al his pes: 
Yit sclul he deie nothe.les, 

~~me wo1e] ;c wo1 (wil} me L, A JC w~(c) AM me wot I-Ll 
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And therof lheutb he bot a lite, 
For Ill his lust is to delite 
Jn newc tbinges, proude and veine, 

[v. VA..uc-Gt.ORY.} 
tor ;\ma.ntl mnseq~c-o~ 
c~r opponit. 

Als ferforth as be mai atteigne. 
I tJOwe, if that be mybte mal<e 
His body newe, be wolde take 
A newe forme lltld lc•·e his olde : 
For what thing that be n>ai bebolde, 
The whidt to comun us is stmnge, 
Anon his olde guise chonge 
He wolc nnd fallc tberupon, 
Lich unto the Camclion, 
Which upon every sondri hewe 
T I\Ot be beholt he moste newe 
His colour, and lhus una,~sed 
Futonc time he stant dcsguised. 
Mor jolif than the brid in lliii 

>690 
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He n\Okth him eYcre frcissb and goy, 
And doth a\ his array. desguise, 

Sa.lomon..Amirtuscius 
annt.la.dat de eo. 

So that of him the newc guise 
or lusti folk nile othre toke; 
And ek be can carolles make, 
Ronde:t~ bolade and virelai. 
A11d with •II this, if that be may 
or love gete him avantoge, 
Anon he we.•t of his coragc 
So overglad, tbot of his ende 
Hirn thenkth th<r is no deth cornende: 
For he hath thanne at aile tide 
Of IO\'C such n maner pride, 
H irn thcnktb his joie is cndelcs. 

Now schrif thee, Sone, in godes pes, 
And of tbi lo<c tell me plein 
If th•t thi gloire both be so <cin. 

M i Coder, as toucbinge of nl 

l7JO 
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a681JcrforAl11\V ~rooaAd a.UteA,SB.F,&e. 2)0$,_'1',. 
S&\omon. Atnkl~ U.tlt.inl r-tmuit•oo..Jy. !2'2tsf. TIU.IIut 
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So Metlll.d J;a1 porpt.olr~ 
Me myb\c abrt"let: h~ vc:ine &loin. 

ConfHsor. 
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I may noght wei no noght ne tchal 
Of ve.ine gJoire excuse mt, 
That I ne have for love tJ., 
The ~e :>dr<SC«t and amaied · 

' And abo I have one usaied 
RondeaJ, halade and virelal 
For hire on whom myn herte: bi 
To nuke, •nd abo forto peinte 
Caroles with my wordes qweinte, 
To sette my pourpos nlofio; 
And thus I sang hem forth fuloOe 
In balle and ek in charnbre aboute 
And made merie nmong the route, 

1 

Bot yit ne ferde T noght the bet. 
Thus was my gloire in vein hesct 
Of al the joie that I m•de ; 
For whanne I "·olde with hire gbde, 
And or hire lo,·e songes make, 
Scbe saide it wu noght for hir sake, 
And list.! noght my songes hiere 
Ne 1riten wtut the wordes were. 
So fono speke of m)•n am.i, 
Yit <outhe I nevere tJ., so goy 
Ne so wei moke a songe of love, 
Wherof I myhte ben above 
And have encheson to be glad; 
Dot nnhere I am one ndrnd 
For sorwe that sche seith me nay. 
And notheles I wol noght soy, 
Th:tt I nam glttd on other side; 
For fame, tbnt c.'n n01hing hide, 
Alday wol bringe unto myn Ere 
Of that men speken bier and there, 
How that my ladi berth the pris, 
How sche: is &.ir, how sche i.s wi.J. 
How sebe is wommanlich of cbiere • • Of a! this thing whanne I mal hicre, 
What wonder is thogh I tJ., fain 1 
And ek wb:tnne I m::Ly hiere sain 
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Tidioges of my ladi belt, 
Ahhogb 1 may nogbt with hir dele, 
Yit am I wonder glad of that ; 
For whanoe I wo1 hire good nst:l~ 
At for that time I dor ..-eJ swere, 
Non other sorwe mai me due, 
Thus am I gladed in this wise. 
Bot, fildcr, or youre lorcs wise, 
or whiche ye be fully tawbt, 
Now tell me if yow thenketh awbt 
·rhat 1 1herof am forto wyte. 

or thot ther is l thee acquite, 
Mi •one, he seide, and for thi goode 
I wolde that 1hou understode : 
For I thenke upon this motiere 
To telle a tale, as thou schoh hiere, 
How that ayein this proude vice 
The bihe god of his justice 
Is .. -roth and gret ,·eng:anee doth. 
Now herlme a tale thai is soth : 
Thogh it be noght of lo•·es kinde, 
A gret ensample thou sebalt f10de 
This veine gloire forto fte, 
Which is so full of vanite. 

xi. 1/uNUIJtl I{Liu:ris t um sit sl6i gloria m"ltlr, 
St/JISII6tsu solei pro.rimii.J ille dolor: 

J;Bo 
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A/tltJ tltlla grnuu ducnuus st/Je su6iMt, 
tlltns ltumllls .stabilt moii'V"~ .fint~al itf'. 

Jl!tJti/Jus i11mmuris volu/()1 furlunn )rr tlr~m/ 
Cum llfaKl's alta ftttis, inftrioro limt. 

Thcr was a king that mo<:hel myhte, 
Which Nobugodonosor hihte, 
Of whom that I spok bier tofore. 
Yit in the bible his name is bore, 
For nl the world in Orient 

Ill 
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Was hoi at his eomandement: 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

As thanne of kingcs to his liche 
Wos non so myhly ne 10 riche; 
To bis Empire and to his bwes, 
As who seith, illle in thilkc <bwcs 
Were obciS5:lnt and rnbut be"" 
As lhogb be godd of Erthc ,. •• ,..,. 
With strengthc be puue kingcs under, 
And wroghtc of Pride mony a wonder ; 
He was so full of veine gloire, 
Thot he ne hodde no memoire 
Thnt thor wos eny good bot he, 
For pride of his prosp<:ritc; 
Til thot the h ihe king of kinges, 
Which seth nnd knoweth aile thinges, 
Whos ybe mai nothing nstcrte.-
The privetes of mannes herte 
Thci speke and sounen in his Ere P . l. 13 
As thogb tbei lo'fdc wyndcs wcre,-
He tok. ,·eng:a.n<:e upon lhis pride. 
Bo< for he wolde awhile abide 
To Joke if he bim wolde omende, 
To bim a foretokne he sonde, 
And thot wos in his slep be nyhte. 
This proude kyng a wonder syhtc 
Hadde in his ' "'C\'ene, ther he lny: 
Rim tboghtc, upon :1 •ne:ric dny 
As he bchield the world •boute, 
A t~ee fu lgrowe he syh thcroutc, 
Whtch stod the world nmiddes evene 
Wbos heihte stmghtc up to the hcve•',e ; ,S:ro 
The levcs weren fuirc and L1rge, 
or fruit it horc so rit>c • ch.uge, 
Thot alle men it myhte fedc : 
He sih also the howes spriede 
Abo~e al Erthe, in whicbc wc:re 
The kinde of aile briddcs there • • 
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And eke him tboghte he syh illso 
The kinde of aile bestcs go 
Under this tTe aboute round 

( N•aUCHAOJtUZ.U"s 
P uWIIPUT.) 

And fedden hem upon the ground. 
As he this wonder stod and syb, 
Him thOShte he berde a rois on hih 
Criende, ond seide abo,·en illle: 
' He"' doun this tree and lett it f.tlle. 
The leves let defoule in baste 
And do the fruit destruie and waste, 
And let of schrcden every brounche, 
But :ttc Rote let it stauncbe. 
Whnn ol his Pride is cast to groundc, 
The rote sehol be foste bounde, 
And schol no mannes herte bore, 
Bot every lust he schal forbore 
Of man, and ~cb an Oxe his mete 
or gros he sclul powchoce and ete, 
Til that the w:ner of the he\"ene 
H;avt waissben him be times sevene, 
So th>t be be thurgbkno ... e annt 
Whot is the hevenelicbe myht, 
And be nud bumble to the wille 
Of him which al mai save and spille.' 

This king out of his swefne abreide, 
And he upon the morwe it scide 
Unto the clerkes wbiche he hodde: 
Bot non of hem the sothe arodde, 
W:1s non his swcvene cowthe undo. 
And it otod thilke time so, 
'l' his king hodde in subjeccioun 
J udee, and of afreccioun 
Above aile othre on Daniel 
He loveth, for he cowt.he we-J 
Divine tb:lt non other cowthe: 
To him were aile tbingcs cowthe, 
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As he it hadde of goddes grnce. 
He w:u before the kinges face 
Asen~ and bode that he scholde 
Upon the point the king of tolde 
The fortune of his swevene expounde, P . i. 139 
As it scholde afl.....-a.rd be foundc. 
Wban Daniel this swevene borde, 
He stod long time er be ansuerde, •Sro 
And nude • wonder bery chiere. 
The king tok hiede of his nunere, 
And bod him telle that he witte, 
As he to whom he mochel triste, 
And ~~eide be wolde noght be wroth. 
Dot O:r.niet ,.... wonder loth, 
And seide: 'Upon thi fomcn .Ue, 
Sire king, thi swevene mote falle; 
And D3thelcs touchende of this 
I wol the tellen how it is, •S5o 
And whot desese is to thee sclupe : 
Cod wot if thou it selwt o.scape. 

The hihe tree, which thou host scin 
With lef and fruit so wei bescin, 
The which stod in the world amiddes, 
So thot the bestcs and the briddes 
Governed were or him oJ one, 
Sire king, bctokneth thl persone, 
Which stont above all erthli thinges. 
Thus regnen under the the kinges, zSgo 
And ol the poeplc unto thee louteth, 
And nl the world thi pouer doubtctb, 
So that with vein bonour deceived 
Thou host the reverence weyvcd 
Fro him which is thi king above, 
That thou for drede ne for love 
\Volt nothing knowen of thi godd; P. L 140 
Which now for thee bath llllld a rodd, 
Thi , .. inc gloire and thi folie 
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With grete peines to c:ltostie. 
And of the vois thou herdest speke, 
Which b•d the bowes forto broke 

<'900 (NDUCH.4D:attAJt'a 
PuarlaU.JCt.,..] 

And hewc and felle doun the tree, 
That word belon~h unto thee; 
Thi rrgne schal ben overthrowt, 
And thou despuiled for a tbrowe: 
Bot that the Rote scholde stonde, 
Be that thou schalt wei undentonde, 
Ther schal abydcn of thi ~gne 
A rime ayein whan thou seh;a.lt regne 2910 

And ek of tl\at thou herdest oeie, 
To lake a monncs herte aweie 
And s«te there a bestW, 
So tlut be lich on Oxe sch•l 
P:ts1ure, and tlut he be bereined 
Be times sefne ond sore peined, 
Til that he knowe his goddes mihtes, 
Than scholde he stonde ayein upribtes,
AI this betokneth thin Utlll, 

Which now with god is in debot: •9•• 
Thi mannes forme schru be !:used, 
Til sevene yer ben overpo.ssed, 
lind In the liknesse of • beste 
or gr:u sclul be thi real feste, 
The weder schal upon thee reine. 
And understand thnl n.l this pelne, 
Which thou schnJt soiTr-c thilke t ide, P . L 141 

I s schape • I only for thi pride 
or veine gloire, :lnd or the sinne 
Which thou hast Ionge stondcn inne. •93• 

So u1>0n this condicioun 
Thi swevene hath expositioun. 
Bot er this thing befalle in dede, 
Antende thee, this wolde I rede: 
Yif and departe thin almessc, 
Do mercy fonh with riht~isncsse, 

Besech and prei the hihe graoe, 
For so thou myht thi pa pourcluce 
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With godd, and stonde in good acord.' 
Bot Pride is loth to lcve his lord, 

And wol ncgbt soffre bumilite 
With him to ~tonde in no degroe ; 
And whan • ochip hath lost his stierc, 
Is non so wys thnt mo.i him stlere 
Ayeln the w;tw-es in a rage. 
Thi$ proude king in hi$ cor:oge 
Humilite bath 10 (orlore, 
That for no swevene be sib tofore, 
Ne yit for ol th>t Daniel 
Him hath conscilcd everydcl, 
He let it posse out of his mynde, 
Thurgb veine gloire, and as the blinde, 
He seth no weie, er bim be wo. 
And feU witbinne a time so, 
As he in Babiloine wente, 
The vanite of Pride him hcnte · 
His bette IUOS o( veine g\oire, 

1 

So that be d.ro'o<h into memoire 
His lordschipe and his regalie 

P.l. ,.2 

With wordes of Surquiderie. 
And whan that he bim most avaunteth 
That lord which \'tine gloirc cbunteth • 
AI sodeinliebe, as who seith treis, ' 
Wher that he stod in hi$ Poleis, 
He tok him fro the menncs aihte: 
\Vos non of hem so war tbnt ntihte 
S<>ue ybe wher th>t he becom. 
And thus wu he from his kingdom 
Into the wilde Forest drowe, 
Wber th>.t the myhti goddes Jawe 
Thurgh his pouer dede him tmnsforme 
Fro m11n into tt bestes forme. • 
And licb an Oxe under the fot 
He graseth, u he nedes mot, 
To getcn him his lives fode. 
Tho thogbte bim colde gr:ose. goode 
Th:.tt whilom ect the hotc spices, ' 
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Thus wu ho tomed fro del ices: 
The wyn which he was wont to drinke 

(NuuctiA1Jl'IICUAk'~ 
PC,.LUI>ItNT. ) 

He tok tbanne of the welles brinlte •9>c 
Or or the pet or or the slowh, 
It thoghte him th3nne good ynowh: 
In stede of chambres wei arraled 
He was thrume: of n buissh wcl paied, 
The harde ground he lay upon, 
For otbre pilwes bath be non ; 
The stormes and the Reines falle, P. I. ,.3 
The wyndes blowe upon him aile, 
He was tormented day nnd n)•ht, 
Such wns the hihe goddes myght, '9~ 
Tit st\·e.ne yer an e.nde toke~ 
Upon himself tho gan be Joke; 
In stede of mete gras and wes, 
In stede of hondes lange cles, 
ln stede or man a bestes lyke 
He syh; and th>nne be gan to syke 
For cloth of gold and for perrie, 
Which him was wont to tnllgnefie. 
Wb''" he bebield his Cote of heres, 
He weptc and with fulwoful teres JOOO 
Up to the bevcne be caste his chiere 
Wepende, and thoghte in thi.s manere; 
Thogh be no wordcs mybtc winne, 
Thus seidc his hertc and lJ».k withinnc : 
' 0 mibti godd, that al hast wroght 
And ol myht bringe nyein to noght, 
Now knowe I we~ bot al of th<e, 
•fbis world hath no prosperite : 
I n thin aspect ben aile Iiebe, 
The poverc m>n and ck the richo, l••• 
Wltboute thee ther mai no wight, 
And thou above aile othre miht. 
0 mihti lord, lO'It"::rd my \·icc 
Thi merci medle with jUS! ice; 
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And I woll make o covennnt, 
Th>t or my lif the ~menont 
I sc:hal it be thi gr.>ce on>ende, 
And in tbi bwe 10 despende 
Th>t n:ine gloire I sciW esc:huie, 

P. L 144 

And bowe unto thin heste ond suie 
Humilite, and tb:u I vowe.' 
And so tbenkende he gan doun bowe, 
And thogh him l:tcke vois •Dd apeehe, 
He gon up with his fett nreche, 
And wailende in hia bestly a.tt\'cnc 
He made his pleignte unto the hevene. 
He kneleth in his wise ond braietb, 
To seche merci and nss._1icth 
His gDd, which mnde him nothing stronge, 
Whon that he sib his pride change. 
Anon as be ""'' humble aDd l:lme, 
He fond toward his god the S3mC, 
And io a twinklinge of a lok 
His mannes forme ayein be tok, 
And was reformed to the rtgne 
In which that be W3S wont tO regne; 
So that the Pride of veine gloire 
£.,.·ere afterward out of memoire 
He let it JXISSC. And thus is sebewed 
What is to ben of :Pride unthewcd 
Aycin the hihe goddcs lnwe, 
To whom nomnn mni be fel:twc. 

Forthi, my Sone, tal< good hicde 
So forto lede thi mnnhiedc, 
That thou ne be noght llch a beste. 
llot if thi lif schn.l ben honcste, 
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Thou most bumblcsce tAke on honde, P . f. 145 
For tbanne myht thou 5iker stonde: 
And forto speke it ooherwisc, 
A proud m:m can no love auise; 
For thogb • wommon woldc him plesc, 
H"IS Pride can noght ben at esc. 

• 

LIBER PRIMUS 

Ther mai ooman to mochel blame 
A vice which is forto blame ; 
Forthi men scholde nothing hide 
Th>t mihtc folie in blame of Ptide, 
Which is the wcme vice or o.Jie: 
Wherof, so as it WlU belalle, 
The tAle I thenke of a Ctonique 
To te.Ue, if Lhal it m.:U thee like, 
So thnt thou mybt bumblesee suie 
And ek the vice of Pride eschuie, 
Wherof the gloire is fals nnd vein ; 
Which god himself hath in desdcign, 
~nun thogh it mounte for a throwe, 
It schol doun fnlle and overthrowe. 

Jo6o 
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x:li. Ell vlrlf'-1 lwmi!U, fHr fJSLam dnu ollur tJd ym11 
Se tullt el 111Jslre ~inern t:arnh Aa&l. 

s;~ JutMiil'sltiJ1n'Uf, '/4111t!Y sib( ndJdilllf' (lll'flti11 

Ct~hu luJ&I Iflllla .strrll sujlrlws Dft'M : 
Otlil NM terra., ul11m tkluit d i'pn~.tn, 

StdJ'h.t ;,jtnU t/4/f'U Y«L-/JIIts iN. 

A king whilom ,... yong and ..,., 
The which sette of his wit gret pris. 
Of depc yn>aginaciouns 
And strange interprel:lciouns, 
Problemes and demondes eke, 
Hit wisdom was to finde and seke ; 
\Vhc.rof he wo1de in sondri wise 
Opposen hem that weren wise. 
Dot non of hem it myhte bere 
Upon his word to yeve a.n.swere, 
Outaken ont which was a kn)'ht ; 
To him was every thing so liht, 
Tbllt :tlso sone as be hem herde, 
The kinges wordes be lliiSwerde; 
What thing the king him axe wolde, 
Thorof anon the trowthe he tolde. 

Lfllf.t Vnw• aiL 5 a.m.) eniM 8 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

The king somdiel hadde An Envie, 
And thoghte he •-olde his wittes plie 
To sene som amdus:ioun, 
Which scbolde be eon(usioun 
Unto this knybl, so that the name 
And or wisdom the bibe (arne 
Toward himself he wolde winne. 
And thus or al his wit witblnne 
This king began to studie ond muse, 
What srrangc maJiere he myhte usc 
The knyhtes wiues to confounde; 
,~ nd ate loste he hath it foundc, 
And for the knyht noon he scntc, 
'nmt he scb:tl telle what he n1ente. 
Upon thre poinu stod the mnricre 
Of questions, os thou schalt hiere, 

The (er&e point o( aile thre 
Was thl$: 'What thing in his deg"' 
Of ol this world h:.th nede les~ 
And yet men bclpe it althennest ? ' 

The secounde is: 'Wbat most is wonh, 
, \nd of costage is lest put forth ? ' 

The lhridde is: • Wbicb iJ of most COlt, 
And lest is worth and goth to lost?' 

The king thes thre dcmandes axcth, 
And to the knyht this l11we he t-axeth, 
That he ..:hal gon aod come nyein 
The thridde weke, and tclle him plcin 
To every point, whrtt it nmonleth. 
And if so be that he mlscontcth, 
To make in his :mswere !\ f4ilc, 
Ther schal non Other thing nv•ile, 
The king seitb, bot he schal be ded 
And lese hise goodes and his bed, 
The knyht wos sori or this thing 
And wo!de excuse him to the king, 
Bot be ne wolde him noght fo1he~ 
And thus the knyht o( his "nsuere 

31o8 he om. KH.a 31110 hit] tl• X , , , g, 

•• questJo. 

JIOO 

P. i. 1.47 

jJUO 

JUO 

... 

LIBER PRIMUS 

Coth hom to take ;~.viseme.nt: 

lloc nftcr his enreodement 
The more he ewe his wit aboute, 
The more be Sbnt !hero( in doute. 
Tho wiste he wei the !tinges bene, 
Th:.t he the deth ne sdlolde AStertc, 
And such a sorwe h3.th to him ~kc, 
Thnt glndschipe be both al forsake. 
llo thoghte (erst upon his lif, 
And nncr th;tt upon his wif, 
Upon his ~hildren ek a lso, 
0( whicho he lt.•dde dowhtres lUO; 

The )'Ongest or hem hndde of age 
Fourticne yer, and of \'"IS3ge 
&he was riht bir, :tnd of stature 
Lich to an hc\·enely figure, 
And of manere and goodli specbe, 
Thogh men wolde :ille Londes !«he, 
Thei scltolden noght h2•·· rounde hir likt, 
Scbe •ih hire fader ..,.,.-e and sike, 
And wi.ste noght the cause why; 
So am sc.he to him pril"cly, 
And that wa.s .,·here be made his mone 
\Vilhinne a Gardin a1 him one; 
Upon hire knes sdle I>"" doun f>lle 
With humble herte :md to him cttlc, 
And seide : '0 goode fader diere, 
Why nmke ye thus he\'Y chierc, 
And l wot nothing how it is ? 
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And wei ye knoweu, fader, this, 3 1'0 

What nvcnturc thnt you relle 
Ye myhto it saufly to me teUc, 
For T h;~.ve ofte herd you seid, 
That yc such trust kwe on me leid, 
"f'h!lt to my soster ne my brother, 
Jn at this v;orfd ne tO non other, 
Ye dor$te telle • privite 
So .. -el, my fader, as to me. 

31a6 acbaJ A)J 3155 ne my] ne to my GRB•, Ad~\, 
W (nor to my; and my lL. 



122 CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

[TALC or "' ' T»u.& forthj, my fader, 1 you preie. 
Ouano-.] Ne casteth nogbt th:n herte Awcie, J16a 

For I >m sche tmt wolde kepe P. l '49 
Youre honour.' And with tlut to w~pe 
Hire yhe m>i noght be forbore, 
Sche wissheth forto ben unbort, 
Er that hire f01der so misttiste 
To tetlen hire of th>t he wiste : 
And e\·erc 11mong merC'i 5Che c:ride, 
Thot he ne scholde his eonseil hide 
From hire that so wolde him good 
And was so nyh his 8elssh and ~Ind. J 1 1• 
So that with wepinge ate lnstc 
H is cbiere upon his child he caa1e, 
And sorwfulli to thnt schc preidc 
He tolde his tale and thus he seide: 
'The sor .. e, dowhter, which I make 
Is noght at only for my Slke, 
Bot for thee botbe and for you aile : 
For $Uch a chance is me bef•lle, 
n..t I kbal tT this tbridde day 
Le$e at tlut evere I lese may, Jill<> 

Mi !if and Ill my good therto: 
Therfore it Ls I sorwe so.' 
'What is the c:tusc, helo.s!, quod sche, 
• Mi fader, that ye scholden be 
Ded and destruid in such n wi&e?' 
And he began the polntr devise, 
\Vhiche ns the king told him be mo••the, 
And seid hir pleinly th•t he cowthe 
Ansuere unto no point of this. 
And sche, thnt hier<th how it is, 3190 

Hire conseil yaf and seide tho : P. L rso 
• Ali fader, silhe.n it is so, 
Th:n ye can se non other weie, 
Bot that ye moste nedes deie, 
I wolde preie of you • thing : 

3183 betas A, S, F A 1u J .nuB ac. 318$ a om. E, J:J 
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LJBER PRIMUS 

Let me go .nth yoa to the king, 
And ye schull make him understonde 
How ye, my v.ittes fono (onde, 
H:l\"e leid your msuere upon me; 
And tetletb him, in such degre 
Upon my word ye wole abide 
To Uf or deth, what so betide. 
For yit par cluunee 1 may pourchaee 
With som good word the kinges gmce, 
Your lif and ck your good to s.1.ve; 
For one schal n wommnn have 
Thing which a mm m:\l noght Arechc! 
The fader hcrdc his dowhter spechc, 
And thoghtc ther y.·a.s resoun inne, 
And sib his oghne !if 10 winne 
l-Ie cowthc don himself no cure; 
So betre him thoghte in nventwe 
To put his lif and al his good, 
Ttun in the maner as il itod 
His !if in certein fono lese. 
And thus thwkende he gan to chese 
To do the conseil of this Maide, 
And tok the pourpos which sche saide. 

The dal was come and forth lhei gon, 
Unto the Court tb.ei come anon, 

J>OO 

JUO 
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Whcr as the king in juggement P. i. •5• 
Woa set and hath this knyht 0$$011~ 
Arraied in hire beste wise 
Thts l\•1a.iden with hire wordes wise 
Hire fader lndde be the hond 
1 nto the place, wher he fond 
'n>e king with othre·whiche he woldc, 
And to the king knelende he tolde 
A$ he cnformed ,... tofore, 
And preith the king tlut he thenore 
His dowbucs wordes wolde take, 
And $Cith that he wol undertake 
Upon hire woroes fotto stonde. 
Tho wu ther gret men-eile on honde, 

~~ 1 wolc XERCih ;po9 ~ougbt tat )cr 'Mil XG RCLB• 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Thnt he, which wM so wys • ltnyht, 
Hi~ lif upon 50 yong n wyht 
Desc:w: wolde in jeup:utit\ 
And m•nye it hitlden for foUe: 
Bot ote l:tSte Mtheles 
The k.ing oonundeth ben in pes, 
And to this Mnide be caste his chiere, 
And seide he wolde hire tale bierc, 
He b3d hire speke, and sche beg:rn : 
• M i liege lord, 50 u I can,' 
Quod scl>e, ' tbe point:z or whicbe I herde, 
Thci schul o( reoon ben onsuerde. 

The ferste I undemonde is this, 
Whot thing o( al tbe world it is, 
Which men most helpe and hath lest node. 
Mi liege lord, this wolde I rcde: JlSO 

P. i 152 The Enbe it is, which cveremo 
With m•nnes L'bour is bego; 
Als wc:l in wynter as in MaH 
The monnes bond doth wh31 he mai 
To helpe it fonh and moke it richc, 
And fonhi men it delve nnd dycbe 
And eren it with strengtbe of plowh, 
Wher it hath of him•clf ynowb, 
So that hi• ncdc 1~ 11.tc lcstc. 
l"or C\'Cty man and bridd and beste, 
And nour and grru; and rote and rinde, 
And Cl'<ry thing be weic of k)·ndo 
Sc:hol stcrve, nnd Erthe h schal become ; 
As il was OUl or Erthe nome, 
h schnl to tbenhe tome oycin : 
And thus 1 mai be rc.soun seln 
'l'hot ~;nhe is the most ncdeles, 
And most men hc:lpe h na.theJcs. 
So that, my lord, touchende or this 
1 Ju\'C aruuerd hou tl'uu it is. 

.u6o 
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That c>ther point I understod, 
Which most is worth :md 1nost is good, 
And costeth lest a mon to kcpe : 
M 1 lord, If ye woll lllke kcpc, 
I seie it is Humilite, 
Thurgh which the hihe trinite 
As for decene of t>ure lo•·e 
Unto Moric from above, 
or that be knew hire humble entente, 
His oghne Sone adoun he sentc, 
Above aile Othre •nd bi.re be cbes 
For that vertu which bodeth pes: 
So thnt I may be rcsoun calle 
Humilite m~ worth of .Ue. 
And les\ i\ costeth to maintienc, 
In :11 the world :u: it is sene ; 

J•So 
P. I. 153 

For who that hath humblesce on hondo, 
He bringth no wtrres into londe, 
For he desiretb for the beste 
To seucn every m:ln in reste. JliJO 
'fhus w1th Your hihe reverence 
Me thenketh th.1t this evidence 
As to this point is suffiCilnt. 

And touchcnde o( the remenant, 
Which is the thriddc or youre oxinges, 
What teste is worth of aile thingcs, 
And costcth most, l telle ir, Pride i 
Which mni noght In the hcvenc abide, 
For Lucifer with hem that f"lle 
Bar Pride with him into hell<'. 3300 

Ther was Pride of to gret o cost, 
Whan he for Pride hoth hevene lost; 
And :Iller thnt in l'or:~dis 
Adnm for Pride loste his pris : 
In Mldelcnlte and elt ulso ' 
Pride is lhc cause or a11e wo, 
That al the world ne may suffisc 
To stnncbe of l'ride <he reprise : 

aoas •• 1 u. Al4 
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Pride is the heved of olle Sinne, 
Which wasteth a1 and m;U noght winne; 331o 

Pride is of every mis the pri<:.ke, P. l 154 

Pride is the nrste of aile wieke, 
And costneth most and lest is wonh 
In place whue be hath his forth. 
Thus have I seid that I wol seie 
or myn answere, and to you preie, 
Mi liege lord, of youre olliee 
That ye such grace and such justice 
Ordeigne for mi fader hiere, 
That after this, whan men it hlere. 3.•2-0 
The world therof mai speke good.' 

The k.ing, which n:son understod 
And bath 31 herd how schc both aoid, 
Was inly glad ond so wei poid 
That aJ his wr.1ththe is overgo : 
·And be began to Joke tho 
Upon this Maiden in the fa«, 
ln which be fond so mocbel groce, 
That al bis pris on bin: he ltide, 
In audience ond thus be seide : ll:IO 

• M.i Caire Maide, wei thee he I 
or thin :rnsuere and ek of thee 
Me liketb we~ and as thou wilt, 
Foryire he tbi fader gilt. 
And if thou wen: of such lignnge, 
That thou to me were of panagc, 
And that tbl fader were a l'ier, 
As he is now a Bo\chilic.r, 
So seker as I have :1 tif, 
Thou scboldest thanne he my wif. 
Dot this I seie natheles, 
Th3l I wol schape thin encress; 

J3 .. 0 

P. I. •55 

What worldes good thot thou wolt =ve. 
Ax<: of my yifte ond thou schalt have.' 
And sche the king with wordes wise 
Knelende thonketh in this wise: 
'Mi liege lord, god mot you quite! 

3313 coste) H.a.XJ.B•, 84, HJ Cotta W 
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111 i r.1der bier both bot • lite (T ••• or T>tc Totaa 
Of w:lriSOn, ond tbot he wen de Quosno ... ] 
Hadde al he lost; bot now amende ll~• 

He mai wei thurgb your noble grace.' 
Wi1b th.u the king riht in his place 
Anon fonh in th2t freisshe hete 
An Erldom, which tbanne of eschete 
Wos late faUe into his hond, 
Unto this knyht with rente and lond 
Hath yove ond with his cbartre scsed; 
And thus was all the noise oppesed. 

This Maiden, which s.-tt on hire kne:s 
Tofore the king, hise cboritees 316o 

Comendeth, 3.nd seide overmore : 
• ~fi liege lord, riht now tofore 
Ye ~eide, as it is of record, 
Tbot if my fader were a lord 
And Pier unto these othre grete, 
Y e wolden for noght elles tete, 
That I ne scbolde be your wif; 
And this wot every wonhi lif, 
A !tinges word it mot ben bolde. 
Fortbi, my lord, if tbot ye wolde n7• 
So gret • charite fu16Ue, · P. I. 156 
Cod wot it were wei my WJlle: 
For he which w:tS a Bocbeler, 
Mi fader, is now m.:.d a Pier ; 
So whcnne as evere th:tt I cam, 
An Eries dowhter now I am.' 

This yonge Icing, which peised al, 
Hire bcnutc and hir wit withal, 
As he that wu with love bent, 
Anon therto yof his assenL ,IJOo 

He myhte nogbt the maide asterte, 
That sebe nis l:tdi of his bene; 
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So llult he tok hire to his wif, 
T o holde why I th.11 he hath I if: 

( H UMIUTV.] 

Con!c:uor~ 

And thus the king toward his knyht 
Acordeth him, as it is rlht. 

And o>·er this good is to wit<, 
In the Cronique u it is write, 
This noble king of whom I tolde 
Of Spaine be tho c!aies olde 3390 
The kingdom b.>dde in govem.u~ce, 
And .. the bok rnakth remembr\U!Ce, 
Alphonse w:IS his PfOP"' name : 
The knyht abo, if I schal nam<, 
D.:ant retro hlhte, and u men teUe. 
His dowhter wyse Peronelle 
Was eloped, which wo.s full of gro.ce: 
And tb.>t wns sene in thilke pl•ce, 
Wher sche hir fader out of teene 
Hath broght and mad hir$Cif o qweene, 3<00 

Of thot sche hath so wei desclosed P. I. 157 
The pointz wheror sche ""'' opposed. 

Lo now, my Sone. M thou myht hiere, 
or ol this thing to my matiere 
Bot on r tnke, nnd th:u is Pride, 
To whom no grnce mai betide: 
In hevcnc he fell out of his stede, 
And l'oradis him was forbode, 
Tho goode men in Erthe him hate, 
So Lhnt to helle he mot lllg:uc, 31 ao 
Where every vertu schal be weyvcd 
And every vice be received. 
Dot Hunlblescc ia :.l othc:rwi$C, 
Which most is worth, and no re11rise 
It t•kth ayein, bot softe nnd Caire, 
H eny thing stand in contro.ire, 
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With humble •peche it is redreseed : 
Thus wns this yonge Maiden blessed, 
The which I opak of now tofore, 
Hire fader li( sche g•t thorfor<, 
And wan with at the kinges love. 
Forthi, my Sone, i( thou w.·oh Jo,•e, 
1 t sit th~ wei to love Pride 
And 10ke Humblesce upon thi side ; 
The more of grace thou scholt gete. 

M i f•der, I ..-on noght foryet< 
Of this th.U fO ho>'O tOld me bier<, 
And if thot eny such manere 
or humble port mlli love opp>ie, 
H ieraft<rw>rd I tbenke :us:tie: 
Bot now forth ovtr 1 beseebe 
Thot ye more of my schrifte socho. 

Mi goode Sone, it sch>l be do : 
Now herkne •nd ley •n Ere to; 
For GS touchende or Prides fare, 
Als ferforth ns I eao dedore 
In c-.:mse o( ''i«, in cause or love-, 
That h•st thou p!einly herd above, 
So thnt thcr is nomor to seie 
Touchende of th>t ; bot other weic 3H• 
Touchende Envie 1 thenkc tcllc, 
Which hath the wopre kinde of helle, 
Withoute CAuse to misdo 
T owArd hlm•olf nnd otluc nl&o, 
Hiemficrward ns undcrstondc 
Thou schnlt the spieccs, os thei stonde. 

Explicit Llber Prlmus. 
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CONFESSIO Al\IANTIS 

l nelplt Llber Seeundus. P. I. •sg 

i. lmlftli# rMI/JO MaKis ul a/l.n'la dfJI«~. 
NQJII I IIII IIUIU 1111//t:J ltflf/Jon /tltA lllaJfd: 

QatD za•llml alii, dolt/ Ilk, If« 11111/$ IVH.iNu 
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Non siW, set rdifuis, d11111 fat«/ iJua Velf.tu. 

Est a.ur t r jn'rJJn"o 11'14111 jalfhU/((JI_s1 d 9111 

Cm~tli•Jcrt a/1.11.11 t:ralit •Atnt ,ziW. (to) 

Now arcer Pride the StCOUnde 

Ther ift, which many n worul stounde 
Towarde$ othre berth aboute 
Withinne himself and noght witboute ; 
For in his thogbt he brenn;,th e•-ere, 
\\'b;,n lhol be wot an othe.r le•·ere 
Or mOfe \'tnuous than he, 
Which p.1sscth him in his degre; 
Tbcrof he tnkth his m•lndie: 
That vioe iJ cleped hot Envie. 

Fonhi, rny Sone, if it be 10 

Thou an or b:ut ben on or tho, 
As fono speke in loves c:u, 
If ew:re yit thin bene was 
Sek of an other mannes hele? 

So god :avnnce my quercle, 
Mi fader, yc, a. thousend aithe:: 
\Vha.nne I ha\·e .sen :a.n other blithe 
or lo\'<!, and h>dde a goodly ebiere, 

Lah'it y,,.,. I. 10 atiis Ht •• , Q,, 8 ,\, \V 
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USER SECUNDUS '3' 
Ethn:., which brcnneth yer be yere, ;() (Soaaow roJt Al'l· 

Was tho.nne nogbt so bot as 1 OTnlk ,."'~'• JoY.] 

or thilke Sor which prively 
Min hertes thoght withinn;, brenneth. 
The Schip whieb on the wa..-es renn;,th, 
And is forstonned •nd forblon, 
Is noght more peincd for • throwe 
Than l o.m thanne, wh:utne l se 
An other which th!U pctSSeth me 
In thot fonunc of loves yifte. 
Bot, f>der, t his I telle in schrift<, 3o 
T~t is nowber bot in o pb.ce; 
For who thol lese or finde grace 
In other stede, it m:~i noght grieve: 
Bot this ye mai riht wtl believe, 
Toword mi ladi that I '"'rve, 
Thogh tluJ I wi11e forto sterve, 
~lin bene is full of cuch sotie, 
Tl10t I myself m>i noght chastie. 
Whan I the Court se of Cupide 
t\proche unto my ladi s ide •• 
or hem that lusti ben a.nd freisshe,-
Thogh it av:Uie hem noght • reisshe, 
Bot only that thci ~n in speche,-
My son~·e is tbanne noght to seche: 
Bot " 'han tbei rounen in hire Ere-. P. i. dh 
1'h.1n groweth a) my moste (ere, 
And mun1y whan thci L'L1en longc; 
My sorwes thanne be so stronge 
Of tbat I se hem wei at e.e, 
I cao noghl telle my d~ ~· 
Bot, Sire, as of my ladi selve, 
Thogh sc:he have wowers ten or tw~h·e, 
f'or no mistrust 1 hnve of hire 
~·(e grieveth noght, for certes, Sire, 
I trowe, in al this world to seche, 
Nis womman that in dcde :tnd sptehe 
Woll betse avise hire what sche doth, 

s r nowl&u] bOW hcer (here) MX ••• B· 
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CO:\FESSIO AMANTIS 

1\c bc:tre. rono seie :a soth, 
Kepe hire honour :ue aile tide. 
And rit get hire a rh•nk ""-ide. 
flo< n>thcles 1 am bcknowc 
That wh3nne I se at my tl;rov.·c, 
Or eUes if I mt'li it hiere~ 
1~t sc:he make eny man good chien~. 
Thogh I theror h01·c noght to done. 
Mi thought wol entermettc him sone. 
For thogh I be miseh·e stronge, 
Erwie rnakth myn hcrte chnn(•e 

• 0 ' 
1 hot I om sorghfully bcstnd 
Of that I. se on other glnd 
With hire j hot of oth~r nile, 
Of love what so mni bef.11le, 
Or that he fnile or that be spede, 
Thcror t>kc I bot lite! h<tde. 
No.- ha\·e l seid, my fader, at 
As of this point in sptcUI, 
Als ferl'ortbli as I ha•·e wist. 
Now axeth further wh3.t you list. 

~li Sone, er I axe eny more. 
I thenke somdiel for thi lore 
Telle an e.ns..1.mple o( •his matiere 
T ouchende Envic. ns thou schah hicre 
\\"r-ite in Ch'11e thi$ I fincle: 

Thogh it be noght the houndcJ kinde 
To cte chaf, yit wol he weme 
An O.xe which comth to the berne, 
Thera( to token cny fade. 
And thus, who that it underscode, 
It st:uu of lo\·e in mnny place: 
ll'bo th:U is OUI of IO\'CS grace 
And m:~i himseh·en noght ot\'2ile, 
He \<Oide on other seholde (aile· 
J\nd if he may put eny ltlte, ' 
He doth aJ that he m•i to lcue. 

;c 

P. i .. r62 

<o 

M •t~ A.S F ~tJ.B 6o ~t J.S. r 
fothir' MHr, Adl.1 H.J o)lrc AJ EC. SB, F' 
9> W<>lde) ~ugh<(<) XEC )<>ugh HoRLS. 

ett~ AC. B ;1 olt:r 
;8 (ut'lher] lad~r f\H 

LIBER SECUNDUS 

\Vherof 1 6nde, 3S thou sclult v1ile. 
To this pourpos a tale write. 

Ther ben of sud>e mo thm t~·eh..,, 

That ben noght ab!e as of hem,.lve 
'l'o gcte lO\'C, and for Envie 
Upon aile otbre thei aspic i 
And for bern bcketh that thei wolde, 
Thei kepte that non other seholde 
T O\It hende of lovo his cause spede : 
Whc:ror a gret ensample 1 redc, 
Which \IntO this mncie.re: acordeth, 
As Ovidc in his bok recordc:tl1. 
How Poliphemus whilom wroghtc, 
Whon th>t he Golnthec besoghte 
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llkponitC...nf~r 
c-.cmplum a.il\~o.mccn· 
lUI i1toa qui In aUI\l'lit 

1>1111-U al iorum 1audiis 
ltluldente11nef\•J~qi.Uim 

, per ho-c sibi ip$ls pro--
p. 1. 163 fiehmt. Et uan<1t. 

qu:t.l itt'r qui..S.un luue. 
nls milca nottuJI~Aci_., 
que •n c.~lll.lh«~a ~itu~ 
llhA pulchuri•n• totu 
totde llt'.I'AOIIUitJ (UOI 

or IO\'C, which he IlLl.i nog,ht klcchc. 
' J't\o1. t made him forto wa.lte and wacclu: 

ipsi 1ub quacb.tn rupc: 

1 10 i ull.l~ litus ma,ris. ~ol · 
IGqUIUt.n adln\IKeul 

Uc ;aile weies bow it ferdc, 
Til :ate la.stc he knew :md herdt: 
How that an other bt.dde lc•e 
To love there 3.S he mot Je,·e, 
t\s forto spcke of eny sped : 
So tlut he knew non other red, 
Bot forto W2yten upon :die, 
Til he may se the chance folie 
Thai he hire love o>ybte grieve, 
Which be himself mai noghl achieve. 
This G:ti:Hhee, seith the Poete, 
Above aile othrc was \mmete 
or beaute, that men th::tnne knewc. 
.\nd hadde a lusti lo\'e and trewc, 
A 13:tche1cr in his degree, 
Rihl such nn other as was sche, 
On whom scbe hath hire hene set, 
So tll.\t it myhte noght be let 
F'or yifte ne for no beheste, 
That scbe nc was aJ at his bestc. 

bab~Jc:rvnt.. Poliphc· 
•u• Gi.g:as ..:on~ 
rtspt" mapa:~~ iodc 
p.Ancttt supt:r caput 
Afn ab alto proick1n 
IJIM'I:IIl per lnU~ 
•ntcrltt'lt. Eu\lm iJt$C" 
.. upe.rhoc:dtct.amC:da~ 
&.Mam rapd~ volub
<~cl. Z\c:plunus Gipnti 
t~b,iatcnl iP"ollm iuutc> 
latam ~lua cu"t(ldta 
prucrumJ!t. Sc' et 

, .IO dit nti~erU corpw.Acis 
d eruotti in fon,c.m 
11quc dulci.uimt-:t\lbito 
tnu11mul:u1&m. 

96 WThc) I write All u6 •~•,P n.pe-re ll1 ••• 1$1. K 
11 1 Bot) Bo ; t 19 ~•,.,t"' et om. B 123 th.u men tban.nc 
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CALATCA.] 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

This yoogc knyht Acis was bote, 
Which hire ayeinward aiJ so hote 
AI only lovetb and nomo. 
Hieror "as Polipbcmus wo 
Thurgh pure Envie, and evere ospide, P. L 164 
And waitetb upon every side, 
Wban be t<>scdre mybte se 
This yonge Acis with Golatbe. 

So Ionge he w;aiteth to and fro, 
Til ote Lute be food hem tuo, ••• 
In prh·e p.lace wber thci stode 
To speke and have here ..-ordes goode. 
11te pia~ wher as he hem •yh, 
It was under a banke nyh 
The grete See, :utd he above 
Stod and bch~ld the huti lot·c 
Which ech of hem to other made 
With goodly ehiere and •·ordes glade, 
That al IV' hute bath S<:t afyre 
Of pure Envie: and •• a fyre •;• 
Whic:h fteth ou• o( n myhti bowe, 
A..-eie he ftedde for a throwe, 
As he that was foe love wod, 
Whon that he sib how that it stod. 
This J»oliphem~ a Ceant was; 
And wban he sib the sothe cu, 
How Calathee him hath fonake 
And A<:is to hire love take, 
H is bene mol it ooght forbcre 
Th:n he ne rortth Hch a Bere ; 
And o.s it were a wilde bestc, 
'l'be whom no rcson mibte arestr., 
He ron Ethno the hell aboute, 
Wher nc,·erc yit the fyr was outc, 
Fulfild of sorgbe and gret dest£e, 
That he syh Acis wei • t ese. 

,, 

P. I. r6s 
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LIBER SECUNDUS '35 

TiJ ate laste he him bc:1hoghte, [TALC or Ac1s AlCD 
As he which nl Emie soghte, CALATC"A.] 

And tometh to the banke •rein, 
IVher he with Colathee h>th seyn t;o 
Acis, whom thnt he thoghte grieve, 
Tbogh be him5elf m:U noght relieve. 
This Geant with his ruide myht 
Pan of the b•nke he schof doun riht, 
The ••bich evene upon Ac:is feU, 
So that with fallinge or this bell 
This Poliphemus Acis 1lowh, 
\\'hero( sche mnde sorwe. ynowh. 
And os scbe ftedde fro the Jonde, 
Neptunus tok hire into honde •St' 
And kept hire in so sauf a place 
Fro l•olipherne and his m:utace, 
That he with al his false Envie 
Nt mlhte o.tteignc hir compaignie. 
This Golathee of whom I speke, 
Thott o f hirself m;ai noght be wreke, 
Withouten eny semblant feigned 
Scbe hnth hire loves d eth compleigncd, 
And with hire ...,..... ond with hire wo 
Sche hath the goddes moeved so, 1 9 0 

That tltei of pile and of grace 
Have Acis in the same place, 
Tbcr he lai ded, into a wdle 
Tr:tnsformcd, as tbc bokes telle, 
With freiSlibe stremes and •·ith cliere, P. I. r66 
As he whilom with lusti chiere 
Was fn: issh his love forto qwemc. 
And with this ruide Poli11herue 
FO< his Envie and for his bote 
Thei were wrothe. 

And thus :1lgate, JOO <.:onr .. ..,.., 
Mi Sonc, thou myht unde.rstondr, 
Thot if thou wolt in gmce stondc 
With love, [hou most IC\'C: Envie : 
And as thou wolt for thi partie 

•-,6Jleh~1Jc:All thille) s81 kcptJ~SU..F kt:ptc:A 193 Whc:t' SAdB.l. 
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ll ic:loq11h~lrConl'~11· 
.or de •ecundll apecic 
lnuidie, (1ue pudium 
n lteri " 'doloris d irflur. 
el pri1no ~hl.sdcm vic:ii 
m21eriJtm trl'lr-la.Mllm· 
antjs ronll.de-ndalll 
!!upu cQdcm vlterlm~ 
i•me . .o1tl~t. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Toword thi love stonde fr<, 
So most thou sofl're an other !J<,, 

WhM so ~J<,f.,lle upon the chou nee: 
For it iJ An unwys \'eng11nce, 
Which to non other m:an is lief, 
And is unto hin1selve grief. 

Mi fader, this ensample is good; 
Bot how so evere tlut it stod 
With Poliphemes Jo,·e u tho, 
It sclul nosht $10nde with me so, 
To worehen eny felonie 
In lo\·e (or no such Em,ie. 
Fonhi if ther oght ella !J<,, 

Now ueth forth, in what degre 
It is, ond I me seb:ol confcsse 
With schrirte unto youre holinesse. 

ii. Orla sl6i stJiii~J IIUit!tUla Ki"' tiia li11or 
D11m vitltl t~!Un'N-'• dn~ttjPtu J/cltwi.s ngil. 

ln11itlu1 Nritltl lt«fl1 jliiMJ aliorltltt
1 

Fldtl.l t ui jH'ltjJrlvs trtulhur /ala ftal'anl. 

... 

:JO 

Sit In amor4 j(trl sl rd 1orte i()(OJIII, a11tan/u P . i. 167 
Cum vlt/41 llluo~4s, i11uidttt lilt gtuul. 

Slt llttl in tlatTIIIJN, .rjHral to11un 1'jJJt ltuai,Uit 
A lltn'111 ta.ru, l a/JJIIJ tl 1"ju~ Jlmul. 

Mi goode Sone, yit ther is 
t\ vice revers unto thi$, 
Which envious taktb his gbdncssc 
or that he seth the hcvinesse 
or othrc men : for his welfare 
11 whnnnc he wot nn other care : 
Or thnt nn Other hnth a fall, 
He thenkth h imself arist withal. 
Such is the gladschipe of Envie 
In worlde.s thing, 3.nd in partie 
FuJone time• ek also 
In lo\·~s 0.1u~ it St3.nt riht so. 

l .tO 

lAiut Vn-M,~ U, 1 On.a] Vita H.t .• • Bt. B 
HoXCRCLII• 

5 son.e) forte 

228 He) lllm £, KJb 
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LIDER SECUNDUS 

H thou, my Sone, h:ut Joie hnd, 
\Vh:~n thou :.n other sihc ungL'kd, 
Sehrir the thcrof. 

M i fader, yit: 
I nm bcknowe unto you this. 
Qf these IO\'CI'$ tlut lO\'Cn 51reyte, 
.\ nd (or that J>Oint n·hich thc:i co,·eitc 
Uen poursuianu fro ytcr to yere 
In lo,·es Coun, wh.:a.n I may hiere 
How tlut thei ~lymbc upon the whel, 
And wlun thcl we,ne ol sclul be "''e~ 
1bd ben doun throwen ate bste, 
'l'honne •m I fedd of thot thci ro~tc, 
And l•whe or that I se he.m loure; 
And thus of tlut thei brewe soure 
I drinke sweet, Qnd am wet cscd 
Of tlut I wot thci ben dcsesed. 
Bot this which I you ttlle hierc 
Is only for my l•dy diere ; 
'l'h.u for non other tlut I knowe 
Me rcccheth noght who overlhrowt:, 
Ne who that stondt: in love upriht : 
Bot be he squier, !J<, he knyht, 
Which to tny lndiw:.rd poursuiclb, 
.-l'hc more he lc-Bt or rh:n he suieth, 
The mor me thcnk~th thm I winnc, 
And nm the more glnd withinne 
Or thnt I wot him sorwe endure. 
J•'or evcre UJ>On such a.vcnturc: 
Jt is n conrort, as men seln, 
To him the which is •.vo ltcsein 
To sen nn other in h is peinc, 
So that thei bothe mni eompleignc. 
\\' her r misclf m:ti noght ~'l\'llilt 

T o sen an other man tr:w:tile, 
I "'" diu glad if he be let ; 
And thogh I r.,e noght the bet, 
H is sorwe is to m)'n herte a g3.me : 
\\'han tbM I knowe it Is the s.'me 
\\'hich to mi l~adi W;nt enclin«<, 

••• 
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(TH.tTUY"a.LU:a.AJI'D 
111c AJJc.-t:r...) 

ll1c pooitCoofa.or 
u~mpi•IQ prucrtim 
contra Utum.qui•pvo• 
tc sui lpthu dclrfiM.o• 
lluft fn altcriWI pe.nam 
maJorrm p.t~thur, Et 
na.rn.t~uod, cum lupl· 
ter Al1~el1.1m auum in 
forma l1omlni.t, vt ho-
mfnum condlcfortet 
CXt)IUrArl'lt. ab CI Cclao 
in terram rnialt, coni!. 
«it quod Ipse anath .. 
dooatlomlnu,quorv.m 
vnus cupldu.tf ahcrln·· 
uhius nal, It ncrando 
spado quu:l \>nlua diC'i 
co.aita.batur, £t eum 
aero factum cuct., an• 
ce:lu• «~nun n<IC.kic 
totiptu.m •uoc aanifu 
tans cliaJt. quod q•k· 
quid a11cr coru• ab 
ipoo do'"'fl ...,, pede. 
rit, illud a:ta.d'mobtloc--

CON FESSIO AMANTIS 

J\nd luth his Jove noght termined, 
I am riht joifull in my thoght. 
If such Envie gre.-eth ogh~ 
J\s I bdtnowe me ooupable, 
Ye tlut be ~·ys •nd resonoble, 
Mi f.lder, telleth youre avis. 

Mi Son~, Envie into no pris 
or such a forme, l understonde, 
Ne mihte be no resoun stonde 
For this Envie both such a kinde, 
That be wole Sette himself bchinde 
To hindre with an othre wyht, 
And gladly lese his oghne riht 
To make an other lesen his. 
And fono knowe ho"'• iL so is, 
A tAlc licb to thit matiere 
l thenke telle, if thou wolt hiere, 
To schewe propre.Jy the vice 
Or this Envie and the malice. 

Of Jupiter this finde I write, 
Ho" wbi.Jom that he wolde wile 
Upon the pleigntes whiche he herd<, 
Among the men how th•t it ferde, 
i\.3 o( htre wrong condfeion 
To do justifiaeion : 
J\nd for tbnt cause doun he sente 
An Angel1 which aboute wente, 
That he the sothe knowc mni. 
So it befell upon n dai 

P. I. t6g 

:a So 

This J\ngel, which him scholdc enfonne, 
\Vas clothed in a mannes forme, 
And Ol'<nok, I underttonde, 
Tuo men that wenten O\'(!r londe, 
Thurgh .-bic:he he thoghte to aspie 
His cause. and goth in comp;aignie. 
'Ibis Angel ~·ith hise wordos wise 
Opposer.h hem in sondri wise, 
Now 1owde wordcs and now soft c. 

298 wbkh om. 8 
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LIBER SECUNOUS 

1'hat mttd hen' to desputeo ofte, 
And eeh of hem his reson luddo. 
And thus with t•les he hem Jadde 
With good examinacioun, 
' l'ol be knew the condicioun, 
Wh3t men thci were bothe tuo ; 
And sih ¥o-el ate la.ste tho, 
Th.;~.t on or hem w:lS coveitous, 
And his CeL'l was envious. 
J\nd thus, whnn be luoth knowleehingr, 
1\non he feignc:th dep.1rtinge, 
J\nd .seidc he mot algate wende. 
flot hcrkne now what fell nt endc : 
Fo r llumne be made hem understonde 
That he was there of goddes sonde, 
J\nd ~': ide hem, for the kindescbipe 
That the.i b~'·e don him fel:lSChipe, 
lie wole hem do som grace ayein, 
And b>d tlut on of hem schol sein 
W~t thing biJD is Htvest to CT.J\'t-, 

And he it scbal of yifte lu••<; 
J\nd over Llut ck forth witll:U 
II< scitb th>t other b3\·e schol 
The double of Llut his felaw ueth ; 
And thus to hem his grace he 13.xeth. 

The CO\'Citous was wonder glad, 
And to that other man he b:ld 

'39 
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btl, qood d SOC'io...o 
Ka~m C'Omkuli aJ!ir
CNI duplkaodum. Sa• 
per quo r:upidus im
pt!CbhiS uarida.. •per· 
ana ..aH d£uidu a.r• 
pe.rc d~o~pUt.a.tas, pri· 
mo pcte:rc: f'C'CU~it.. 

QuOd cum tnufdusan· 
tmathlc:rterct, natu~ 
sui ,.;~ii contcrntrt's, 
1\a 'tit IOC:iUJ SUUI \'tro
fli.ICiuminc priuarctur, 

J 10 aeip!lutn monoculum 
nctl l"OU.!Il.Aftt(IJ' pri· 
mu.s ab angCt1o p())tu· 
IJibl\t. Et sic \'n.ius 
lnultUa ahcriua au11.ri· 
c lam mll('ullluit. 

HO 

And Seith that he fcrst axe scholde: P. l. t; I 
For he •u)lposcth that he wolde 
Make his axinge of worldes good ; 
l+"ur lh:tnne he knew wei how it stod, ~,.o 
Thot be himself be double weyhtc 
Sehol after toke, and thus be s leyhte, 
Ue cause thott he- wolde winne:, 
He lud his fela (erst heginne. 
Thi• Envious, th<lsh it be bte, 
Wlun tluot he syh he mot alg•te 
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CONfESSIO AMANTIS 

~lake his "''inge (erst, he thoghte, 
1( be worsehipe or profit soghte, 
It scbal he doubled to his fiere: 
1'b.1.t wolde he chese in no m.:antre. ;5o 
Bot tbanne he scheweth wbat he "..u 
Toward Envje, :tnd in thls e:u 
Unto this Angel thus he scide 
And lor his yiftc this he prtide, 
To make him blind or his on yhe, 
So that his feb nothing syhc. 
This word was noght so sone spoke, 
Th:n his on yhe n_non wn.s lake, 
And his felnwh forthwith also 
Was blind or bothe his yhen tuo. 36o 
Tho w:a..s that other glnd ynowh, 
That on weptc, :and that other lowh, 
He sette his on yhe at no cost, 
Wherof tbat o<hcr two hath losL 

or thilke ensample which (ell tho, 
~len tellen now lulolle so, 
The world tmpeireth eomunly: P. i. t72 

And yit v.·ot non tbc cause "hy ; 
For it acordetb noght to kinde 
)lin ogbne h:mn to scc.he :and Iinde lio 
Or th:u I sch:tl Ill)' brother gri<~\'C; 
IL mybtc ne,·ere wei aehit\'C. 

What seist thou, Sone, of this folic? 
Mi fader, bot I scholde lie, 

Upon the point which yc h:lve seid 
Vit w3$ tuyn herte nc\·erc lcid, 
Hot in the wise a.!l ( )'0\1 tolde. 
Bot overntore, if that ye ••olde 
Oght clles to my schrifte oeie 
Touchende Erwit:o, 1 woldc pr~ic. .~.~ 

Mi Sone, tbat sch:U ~d he do: 
Kow berkne and ley tbtn Ere to. 

332 Etll'l~ie F 3.S.f thiH J )1• A ud tbu• W 
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LlBER SECI..iNDUS 

iii. llfm'dtt pars nl tb/r(J:do ~ssiNta1 itsltm 
{l11r mnx."l iKfilllt(nt jlaJibltS llris_ ltgil. 

JJ"X'i'' 'Cfll«lfilli1 strmt~IU rtpantltl altrtJS, 
Sit ul ,.,. alltrlus stmu/d!a foma v(l/,,1. 

~lttrsihu a ltrg4 9utu l~tficll ipsa .foblt'l, 
Vttlntn$ t'pbli srfK $4/u/~ auml. 

,(.'tf Clltfft'tul awDr /iil,l[ll- 1111 am.sb"'llt:tl~ t'l tilf.s 
t ~rl11m 9•llti ~tH}uilwr n:tOn sinislra gtrnl. 

Touehende ,. or En•ious brod 
I wot noght on or >lie good; 
Hot naLheles, sucbe as thei he, 
Yit ilt 1her on, nnd that is he 
Which cleped is nctraccioun. 
And to oonfe.rme his accioun, 
li e hoth withholdc 1\lalebouche. 

'4' 
lill. DrnaACuo:«.) 

Hie 'r:u:tnt Conf(s· 
s.flr de: l~"rtia $j)ecie 
luu1dit, 'IIJC Oetnc· 
t lo di~hur,cuiu<t ntor· 
""'' ,-j~reos lc-s 
qnjm5C"JIC (;nn.a de· 

!l')O pl.-ntth. Whos tunge neither p)'l ne crouchc 
Mnl h)•re, so tb:u he pronounce P I. t73 
A plein good word without< rrounce 
Awher behinde a m;~nnes \nk. 
For thogh he prei<e, he lint som lak, 
Which of his tale is ar the Lute, 
That al the pris schal ov<rcute: 
And thogh tber be no cause why, 
\'it wole he jangle noght forth~ 
/Is he which bath the heraldic 
Or hern tlmt usen rorto Ire. 
For ns &he Netle ~·hich up renneth 
The frcisshe rcdc Roscs brcnneth 
And mnkth hem fade and pale or hewc, 
Riht s.o this fals Envious hewe, 
1 n e•ery place wher he duellcth, 
With Ioise worde.s wbiche he telleth 
11c &orneth preisinge into blame 
And worschipe into worldes sch3mt. 
or such lesinge •• he comp:wtth, 
Is non so good that he ne p:weth 
lletwen his teeth and t. bacbited, 
And thurgh his bl<e tunge endittd : 

/...tlhllf Vnv• Iii. 2 iof.a.m.~ F 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Lich to the Sdwnebudes kinde, 
Of whos n•tu"' this I finde, 
11>nt in the hoteste of the dni 
\Vh:a-n conlen is the merie Ma.i~ 
He sprat his wynge ond up he ft<~h : 
And under ol o~oute he seth 
T he foire lusti flour"" springe, 
Bot therof ooth be no likinge ; 
Bot where he seth of eny beste 
.. J'he fc1the, ther he m:tkth his reste. 
And therupon he wole ~lphte, 
Thtr IReth him non other sihte. 
Riht so this jrlngfere Envious, 
Thogb he a mnn se venuous 
And full of good rondieioun, 
Therof makth he no mencioun · 
Bot elles, be it noght so 'lyte . 
Wherof th:u he mai sene 11 ~yte, 
Ther "'nneth he with opm mouth 
Behinde .:t m3n and maktb it cou;h. 
& l al the vertu which he C.'lll 

Thnt •ole he hide of evay m~n, 
And opmly the vice telle, 
,,s he which of the Scole or hello 
Is Llwht, and (osltcd whh Envie 
or houshold ~d of compoignie, 
\Vhcr toot he hnth his propre office 
To aette on every man n vice. 
H ~w so bis 1110uth be comely, 
HI.S word sit C\'Crmore :urry 
And ll<tith the worst< thot he moy. 

And fn this wise now a day 
Jn loves Court a mom mai hiere 
Fulofte pleigne of this rnatiore, 
1"h:n many envious rale is stcred, 
\Vher th:tt it mai noght ben a.nsuercd . 
Bot yit fulorte it is believed, ' 
And m:any a "'Ortbi IO\'e is grieved 
Thurgh lxlchitinge of f•ls Envie. 

If thou have m.1d such jonglcrie 

•"' 
P . I. 174 

.so 
P. L •7S 

LIBER SECUNDUS 

I n lo'-es Court, mi Sone, cr this, 
Scbrif thee therof. 

Mi f:t.der, )'is: 
Bot wite ye bow? noght openly, 
Bot Otherwh~e prh·cly, 
Wb.:m I my diere l2di mete, 
And thenkc how thot I am noght mete 
Unto hire hihe \\'Orthinesse. 
And ek I se the besines.e <6o 
or :tl this yonge lusty route, 
Whiche nlday presscn hire ol>oute, 
And ec.h of hem hiJ time awaheth, 
And cch of hem his 13le all'oiteth, 
AI to dc~cive an innocent, 
Which woll noght ben of here nssent ; 
And (or men sein unknowe unkest, 
Hire thombe sche holt in hire fest 
So clos withinne hire oghne hond, 
Tb3t there winneth nom.:a.n lond ; 
Scbe licvcth noght al toot sche bi<rtth, 
And thus fulorte hirsclf sche skiereth 
And is Ill Wllr or I hlldde 1 whn, :
llot for al that myn herte arist, 
\\"banne 1 thes contun lovers se, 
Tbnt woll noght holden hem to thre, 
Bot welnyh Ioven o•·eral, 
Min bene is Envious witk\1, 
And evere l om ndmd of guile, 
1 n aunter if with cny wyle 
Tbei mihte hire innocence encOO.unte. 
Forthi my wordes ofte I haunte 
Behyndcn hem, so 115 I dar, 
Wheror my b.di m.o.y be w:u: 
I s:U woot "'·ere oomth to mo-1he, 
And worse I woldc, if that I cowtbe ; 
For whnnnc I come unto hir spechc, 
Al that I trut)' enqucre and seche 
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CON FESSIO AMAI'ITIS 

Of such dectipte, I tello it al, 
And 1\)' the w.erste in specinl. 4?o 
So fnyn I woldc that sche wiste 
llow lit<l thei ~n rorto tristc, 
And what thei ..-olde >nd what tbei mtnt<, 
~ .. thei be or double entente : 
Thus toward hem th:tt wicke mene 
My wicked word wns C:\'Cre grene. 
Aod nncheles, the soth to tel!c, 
In ccrtnin if it so befcllc 
That oltheruewcst mo.n ybore, 
To chese ;~mong a thousend score, 
Which were 31fum for1o triste, 
Mi l•di lovedc, and I it wistc, 
Vit rntherc thanne he scholde spcdc, 
t wolde swichc t:llts sprcde 
To my lodi, if that I myhte, 
That I scholde al his love unnllle, 
And therto wolde I do mi peine. 
For cenes thogh 1 scholde feigne, 
And ttlle tb:u was nc:\•cre thogtn, 
For o.t thi~ world I myhte noght 
To sofTre an othrc fully winnc; 
Ther .. I am yit to bcginne. 
For be thei goode, or be thei badde, 
I "'olde non my Lldi hadde; 
And thnt me mo.kth fulofte aspie 
And usen wordcs ur Em•ie, 
AI forto make hem b<lre • blame. 
i\nd that is bot or thllke same, 
The whicbe unto my bdi dnnre, 

~ · o 

P. i. 177 

For e'·ere on hem I roung·e and gknawc 
And hindre hem 3.1 tlut e\·ere I moti ; 
And thnt is, sothly fono say, 
Bot only to my Indy selve: 
1 tt'lle it noght to ttn ne tueh·c, 
Therof I ..,.ol me wei a vi~, 
To speke or jangle in eny •·ise 
T hat toucheth to my Ltdi name, 

,sq Al) And lit .. . u,, 1-L 

LIBER SECUNDUS 

The which ln ernest and in game 
I wo1de SD.\'C into my deth ; 
For me were leo;cre L'\cke brcth 
1'han speke:n of hire nam~ amis. 
Now have ye herd touchende of this, 
~I i f:1der, in confessioun : 
i\nd therfor of Detraecioun 
tn love, of that l h:we mispoke. 
'l'cl how ye wole it schol be wroke. 
I am 31 redy forto bere 
Mi peine, ond also to forbere 
What thing tbat )'t wol nogbt allowe; 
For •·ho is bounden, be mot bowe:. 
So wol I bowe unto )'Oure heste, 
For 1 dnr make thit behcste, 
'l'hat I to yow have nothing hid, 
Bot told riht as it is betid ; 
And otherwise or no mispecbe, 
~U conscience fono seche, 
1 c:an noght of Envie finde, 
Thnt I mispoke hnvc oght behinde 
Wherof love owhle ~ mispaid. 
Now have ye herd and 1 have said; 
Whot wol ye, fador, that I do? 

M i Sone, do nomore so, 
Bot evert kep tbi tunge stille, 
Thou miht the: more ht~-ve of thi wille. 
For as thou salst thisclo;en here, 
Thi ladl is of such manere, 
So wys, so w:>.r in :llle thinge, 
It nedeth of no bakbitinge 
That thou tbi Ltdi mi• enforme: 
for whan sche kno,.·eth ni the forme. 
Jiow that thiselr art enviou~ 
Tbou sch:llt noght be so gracious 
A> thou pemuntcr scholden elles. 
Thcr wol noman dtlnke of tho welles 
Wbiche as be -.·ot is pu)'SOn inne i 
And on-e swich as nltn btginne 
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CONF"E$$10 AMANT!$ 

Towardes othro, swieh thei findo, 
That set hem ofte fer behinde, 
Wban that thei went be before. 
Mi goode Sone, and thou therfore 
Bew:lr and lef thi wicke spccho, 
Wbe.rof hath (alltn ofte wr<ebe 
To many a m;m be(or this timt. 
For who oo wole his bandes limo, 
Thei m<X'iten be the more unclene; 
For mnny a. mote sch:al be 8Cne, 
That wolde noght clcve ellcs there; 
And that schold t\'ery wys man fere : 
For who so wol :.n other blnn"'c, 
He secheth one his oghne schnme, 
Which elles myhte be riht stille. 
Forthi if that it be thi willc 
To stonde upon :unendement, 
A ule of gret ente.ndement 
I thenke telle for thi A kc, 
Wbcrof thou miht ensample take. 

,>\ wonhi kniht in Cristes lawe 
Of grete Rome, as is the ~-,.·e, 
The Sceptre hadde fono rihte; 

.s;o 
P. i. '79 

;So 

Tlberie Constantin he hibte, t-90 
Whos wif was cle)>ed Ytalie: 
Bot thei rogedre of progcnie 
No children haddc bot a Moide; 
And sche the god so wei ap•ide, 
That a l the wide worldes fu1nc 
Sp>k worschiJ>e of hire goode name. 
Consbnce. as the Cronique seitb, 
Sche hihte, and was so ful of fcitb, 
That the greteste of Barbcuie, 
or hem whiche usen man:bandio, 6oo 

Sche b:uh c:On\·ened, u thei come P . i. 180 
To hire upon a time in Rome, 
To schewen such thing as thei broghte; 
\Vhiche worthili of hem sche boghtc, 

$1' Bc:wuf'" Be~Aj,B s18 1<hold BS, F l<h<olde A} 

LIBER SECUNDUS 

And O\'Cr that in such a wise 
Sdte h>tb hem with hire wordes •'ise 
Of Cristt'S feith oo full enformed, 
That thei theno ben all conformed, 
So that baptcsmc tbci receiven 
And allc here false goddes weyven. 
Whan tbei ben of the feitb cenein, 
Thci gon to Barbaric a:yein, 
And thcr the Souldan for bern senre 
And a.xeth hem to what entente 
Thei hove here fcrste feith fors.1ke. 
And thei, whichc hadden undertake 
The rihte feith to kepe and holde, 
The motiere of here tlle tolde 
With aJ the hole circumstance. 
And whan the Sould<tn of Constance 
Upon the point that thei ansuerde 
The beaute and the g12ee herde, 
As he which thanne "'35 to "'eddc, 
In aile lwte his ause spedde 
To sende for the nwiage. 
And funhtrntor with good corage 
He se.itb, be so he mai hire have, 
nuu Crist, which ca.JU this world to S.l\'C, 

He woll belie•·•: and this r<:cordcd, 
"J"hei ben on either side o.corded, 
And thcrupon to make an ende 
Tbt Sould:tn hise hos~:~ges sende 
To Rome, of Princes Sones tuelve: 
Whero( the (:ader in hhnselve 
Wu glad, and with the Pope avised 
Tuo Otrdinal• he hath assissed 
\Vith othre lordet many mo, 
That with his doghter seholden go, 
To se the Souldan be convened. 

Bot t.h.u which nevc-re w.u wei hened, 
Envic, tho began travaile 
In destourbance of this spoUS3ile 
So privcly th.·u non 1\"a$ W3r. 
6o6 mara,.U. fuh! fiu.ot X£RCL, 8 fun-It s, 
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CONFESSI O AMANTJS 

The Moder which this Souldan b.1r 
IV>s thnnne nlyve, nnd thoghte this 
Unto hirself: • If it so is 
~ri Sone him -..·edde in this m.anere., 
Thon h•ve I lost my joies hiere, 
For myn a.!l12t schal so be l~s~.' 

Thenkende thus sc:he luth eompused 6;,o 
Re sle•hte how that sche moy beguile 
lim! Sone; and fe:U with1nne a while. 
lktwen hem two whan th:u thci were. 
Sc:he feigneth wordes in his J::re. 
And in this wise g.tn to seie: 
• Mi Sonc, I am be double weie 
lruh ol myn herte glad and blithe, 
F()r th:u mist.lr haYe ofte siche 
lk:sired thou wolt, as m~n stith, 
R«eive and We a. newe (eith, 66o 
Which schol be forthringe of thi lif: P. i. 182 
.\nd ek so worschip(ul :a "·i(, 
The da ughter of nn Emperow, 
To weddc iL •chnl be gre1 honour. 
Forthi, mi Sone, ( )'OU hescchc 
Th!lt I such gmce mihte arK-he, 
Whnn tilnt my doughter come schal, 
"l'h:u 1 mni chnnnc in apec;ial, 
So ns me thenkth it is honcste. 
flc thilke which the fer.;te reste 6;o 
fithal make unto hire welcomingc.' 
The Sou1dan grt~ntetb hire nxingc, 
Ami schc thc.rof wns glad ynowb : 
For under tho.t anon she drowh 
With rolse wordcs thnt schc spok 
Covine or dcth bebinde his link. 
And therupon hire ordinnnce 
She rnadc so, th:u wban Const.'\nte 
W:1s come rorth with the Romeins, 
or c lerkcs and or Cite.cins, .... 
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LillER SECUNOUS 

A riche feste sche hem m~de: 
And most wh:m thnt thei weren gbdc, 
With fols covine which sche ludde 
H.ire clos Envic tho sehe sprodde, 
And aile tho that h•dden be 
Or in ape-rt or in pri\'e 
Of oon.eil tO the morioge, 
Sc:h• slowh hem in a 'sodein 12&• 
Endlong the' bord .. thei be set, 
So tlut it myhte noght be let; 
Hire oghnc Sone ,.... nogh1 quit, 
Bot deide upon the same pliL 
Bot whot the hihe god wol spore 

"" P. i. 183 

It m1i (or no pe:nl mis(are ; 
T'hi.s wonhi M:aiden •·hicb was there 
Stod thannc, as who Seith, ded ror (eerc, 
To se the feste how tlut it stod, 
Which ol wos tomed into blod : 
The Oissh ronh .. ith the Coppe and Ill 
Debled thei we.ren overol ; 
Sche sih hem deie on t\'Cf)' side; 
No wonder thogh sche wepte ond eridc 
.Ma.kende many o. wo(ull mone. 
Whan a.l was s1:tin bot schc al one, 
This oldc fend, this Somxine, 
Lel take :anun this Constantine 
With ol the good sche thidcr broghtc, 
And hath ordd ne:d, :Ls sche t hoghte, 
A nokid Schip wilhoutc 8liere, 
In which the good nnd hire in fiere, 
Vitailed full for yere> fyvc, 
Wher that the wynd it wolde dry1•c, 
Sc:he pulle upon the w•wes wflde. 

Dot he which rule thing mal schilde, 
'11ue yer, til that scl•c com to Iande, 
Hire Schip to sdere huh take in bondc, 
And in Northumberlond aryvcth ; 
And hoppelh th:u>nc that sche dry•·eth 
Under o Castel "'itb the ftod, 
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CONFESS!O A MANTIS 

Which upon H umber b.1nke stod 
And wnt the kynges oghne •lso, 
The which Allee n s cleped tho, 
A Saxon and 4 wonhi kn)·bt, 
Bot he believeth noght nrihL 
Of this Castell was Chlutellein 
Eldn the fringes Chomberlein 
A knyhtly man nfier his law;. 
And who!l be sih upon the w;we 

,The Schip d rh·ende •I one so, 
He b,,d •non men Kholdcn go 
To se wh.•u it betokne mai. 
This was upon 4 Somer dn~ 
The Sc~i~ was loked •nd sche founde ; 
Elda wuhenne a litel stounde 
It ..-istt", and with his wrr llnon 
1'oward this yonge ladi gon 
Wher thot thei founden gre: rich esse. 
Bot sche hire wolde noght confessc • 
\Vhan thel hire n:~en whn.t sc.he w~. 
And nathelcs upon the cu 
Out of the Scbip "ith gret "o~~h· • , .. , . ·- tpe 

1•• toke hire into felaschipe 
As thei that wrertn of hir gbde: 
Bot sche no m•ner joie mode; 
Dot sorweth sore of thnt sche fond 
No cristendom in tbilke lond . 
Bot elles sche hath 31 hire ,.fr10 
And tlous with hem sclle duelleth Stille. 

D•me Hermyngheld, which ,..., the ,..;r 
Of Eldn, lien her oghne lif 
Constance loveth ; nnd fe ll 50 
Spekende a lday bet.-en hem ,;..o 
Thurgh gr.tce or goddes pourven~ee 
, ... his moidcn tawhte the crcance 
Unto this wif 50 Jl"rfilly, 
Upon • dni th.1t flUte by 
In presence of hire housebonde 

;:o 
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Wber tbei go walkende on the Stronde, 
7$1 andf and It }{1 • , , Bt, B 

••rg."n Elda H1C .. . Ba, u 

LJBER SECUNDUS 

A blind man. which cnm thore lad, 
Unto this wif criendc be bad, 
With bothe hise bondes up and prcide 
To hire_ and in this wise he seide : 
• 0 Hermyngeld, which Cristcs fcith, 
Enformed u Constance seitb, 
RI!Cclved ha.st, yi( me my sihte.' 

Upon his WOld hire bcrte omihte 
Thenkende wb3t ns best tO done, 
Bot Mthcles schc herde his bone 
And seide, I lu trust or Cristea la:wc, 
Which don was on the aois and slawc; 
Thou by>nc man, behold Md se.' 
With that to god upon his knc 
Thonkende he tok his sibtc anon, 
\Vherof thei mervcile every•chon, 
Bot Eldn wondreth most of a ile : 
This open thing which is befalle 
Concludeth him be 1ucb a weie, 
That be the feith mot nede obeie. 

Now lest what fell upon this thing . 

'5' 

This Elda forth unto the king 
A morwc tok his weic and rod, 
And Hermyngeld •t home abod 
Fonh with Constance wel at ese. 

78o Q...aliterqu1dal0 mi
p I rSG Jes luucn~ in amorem 

• · ConatAneu: exanlc:$
ttn-' pro eo quod ipsa 
uacntirc nol•it, ~ 
d e motte He:rmJog• 
hc;ldo, quam ipkmd 
nodanler inlcr(cdt, 
\.-erbb detntdorid U'• 
CUA\th,. Set. An&c:lu.s 
domini lp:sum ale de· 
tnhente:m in mu illa 
.subito percudens non 
~·um pro mend.ace 
eomprobauil. tet ictu 

Eldn, which thogbtc his king to plese, 
At he wt thanne unwedded was, 
Of Const:>nc:e al the pleine c;u 
Als goodlichc ns he cowthe toldc. 
The king wu glad and seide be wolde 
Come: thider upon such a wise 
That be him milne of hir-e avi.se, 
The time •pointed fonb withal. 
This Eldn triste in opeciol 
Upon • knyht, whom fro childbode 
He badde updrnwe into manbode: 
To him he tolde al tbat he thoghte, 
Wherof !hot afier him forthogbte; 
And natbeles at thilke tide 

182 M4"kkil ipsa Jlbt A ... 8•, B.c. 
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J .'\2 CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Unto his wlf he bad hin> ride 
To make redi aile thing 
:\yein the c:ominge of the king, 
And seitb thot he himself tofore 
Thenkth forto come, and bad therfore 

... 
Th:u he him kcpe, a.nd told him wh:1nnc. 
This knyht rod forth bis weie thanne ; 
And soth wu that or time I)Qsscd 

He hadde in al his wit comp:>ssed 
How he Constnnc:e myhte winne ; 
Bot he sih tho no sped thtrinne, 
Wherof his lust begun tabate, 
And thot wu lo,•e is tlw>ne hate; 
Of hire honour he hadde Envie, 
So that upon his tricherie 
1\ lesinge in hls herte be coste. 
Til he C:lm bome he bietb f.ute, 
And doth his ladi tunderstonde 
·n,. Messoge of hire housebonde : 
And therupon the Ionge dni 
Thei setten thinges in ourai, 
That al wos os it scholde be 

$ 10 
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or every thing in his degree ; "'o 
:\nd wh.m it cam into 1he nyht, 
This wir hire hath to bedde dylu, 
Wher that this Maiden with hire lay. 
This false knyht upon del•y 
Hath caried til thei were oslepe, 
:\ s he that wolde his time kepe 
His dedly wcrkes to (ulfille ; 
And to the bed he Sl2lketb Stille, 
\\'her tlut he wiste was the wit, 
And in his bond o rosour kni( s.1o 
He bnr, ''·ith which hire throte he cuttc, 
1\nd pri,·ely the kni( he putte 
Under thaJ other beddes side, 

8o3 told A, SO, F wide C 815 hi• I. 10 vnd~rstottdc AJltH1X 
CR LBJ, 84 ~is I. tundcrttonde Ad ~i.a 1. 10 vndc.r..&tonde C, H, 
hi• L vndcAtondc: £ , W 8.33 tb.al oU,u] )c oJ:c..r it )'It di~!r(e) 
Ha ••• S., 8 

l.IBER SECUNDUS '53 

\Vher th:u Coost1u'ICC llli beside. 
Elda eam hom the .. me nyb~ 

fTAU: orCo~n~~o;.] 

And stille with a prh-e lyh~ 
As he th>t wnlde noght awoke 
His wif, he hruh his weie tnkc 
Into the ehambre, ond ther liggende 
He fond his dcde wif bledende, 
Wber 1hot Const>nce fwe by 
Was folie nslepe; nnd sodeinly 
He c.ride nlowd, and schc awok, 
And forth withal sc:he =t• • lok 
And sih this bdi bledc then; 
Wherof swouncnde ded for Cere 
Sc-be w11s, nncl stille as eny Stan 
She lay, nnd Eldn thcrupon 
In1o 1he Castell d cpeth outc, 

~ .. 0 
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And up sterte e\·try nun al>oute, 
tn10 the ehambrc :md forth thei .. ·entc. 
Bot he, which n11c untroutbe mente, 
This f•lse knybt, among hem aile 
Upon this thing which is befalle 
Sdth th>t Constanee hath don this dede: 
And to the bed with tho< he yedc 
After the falshcd or his speche, 
And made him there fono seche, 
And fond the knif, whcr be it leide, 
And thonne be cride and thanne he seide, 86o 
• Lo, seth the knir nl blody biercl 
'Vba,t nedeth more in this matiere 
To axe?' And tbus bire innocence: 
He scbundtetb there in audit:nce 
With false wordes whiche he feigned>. 
.ilot yit for al tbnt C\'ere he plcigneth, 
Eldo no full credence tok : 
And hapPCth that ther lay ~ bok, 
Upon the which, wl\Jn be it sih, 
This knyht hath swore and seid on hih, S;o 
Thnt nile men it mihtc: witc:, P. 1. 189 
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Qu~~oJit~r Rca Allt'f! 
lld lidernCristl eonuc:r• 
AU !I baptisumm '"C'eplt 
~~ Cont t1u1da•n auper 
h~.lctoanimqdtspon. 
SU.IIt: q\IC t•me h qU•• 
Us \'~1 YOlk fuit alieuf 
nuUo modo 6:tdl.!ur. 
Et t'Wn In( ra br~oc pos~ 
lu • donuno auo fm· 
Prt:(ftaQ (uWd1 fpt~ 
•d dcbt:llanrlum Cl•m 
~totis iter ntTipuh, e1 
•bldem auper g'lterra~ 
• llquamdiu pcrman'Jit, 

CONFESSJO AMANTIS 

'l\ow be tbis bok, which hicr is write 
Constnnce is g-ulti(. wei 1 woL' ' 

With thnt the hond or bc,·cne him smot 
In toknc of that he ~·as forswore 
Tlut he ruub botbe hite yhen lo;e 
Out or his hed the .. me atounde ' 
Thti aterte, nnd so thti weren founde. 
J\ vois wos herd, whan that they fellc 
Which seide, •o dnmpncd rn:m to heilc 
Lo, thus hath god the selo.undre wroke ' 
Tlut thou ayein Conslllnce hast spoke; 
Beknow the sothe « tlut thou dye.' 
:\nd he told out his ftlonie 
And ltUr( (orth with his ta.J~ :tnon. 
Into the ground, whcr nile ~;on 
'l'his dcdc Indy w.-.s bcgrove : ' 
Eld.-., which lhQ&hte his bonour save 
AJ that he mai restreign<th 10,.....,_ ' 

For the &c:conde d.ty • morwe 
·nu~ king cam, as thei were acorded · 
And wh;m it w3s co him recorded 

1 

What god hath wroght upon this chnuncc 
He tok it into remembrance ' 
And thQ&hte more tlun he seide. 
For •I his hole bene he leide 
Upon ConSlllllce, and sc:ide he scholde 
For Jove of hire, ir that sche wolde 
B:lptcsmc take and Crislc:s feith " 
Btli~\·e, a.nd O\'er that he Rlth 
He wol hire •·edde, ond upon this 
Asseured ech til other is. 
:o\nd (ono nuke schone L>les, 
I her a~m • Bisschop out of \\'ales 
f 'm &ngor, nnd lucie he hihtc 
Which thurGh the grace o( god ~lmihte 
Tbe king with m:tny an other mo 
H31h cristned, and bctwe.n hem tuo 
He luth (ulfild the numge. 
Bot for no lust ne for no ~•e 

900 
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LJBER SECUNDUS 

Sche tolde hem ncvcre what sche w~s ; 

And nothcles upon the c:ts 
The king w::tS gl11d, bow so it stod, 
For wel he wiste nnd understod 
Sche was a noble creature 
The hibe m>kere o( nature 
tfire hath ,·isited in a throwe, 
That it was opcn1ic:he knowe 
Schc was with childe be the king, 
Wherof above al other thing 
He thonkcth god •nd w .. rihl gbd. 
And feU th.-.t time he ,...... b<sud 
Upon t'l w-erre and moste ride; 
And wbil he scholde there abide, 
He Idle at hom to kepe his wif 
Suchc as he knew of boll li(, 
Eld.t forth with the Bissc;hop eke; 
And he ";th pouer goth to seke 
Ay~n the Scouts fono fonde 
The werre which he tok on honde. 

The time set of kinde is come, 
This lady hath hire chambre nome, 
And of o Sone bore full, 
Wherof tb:it sche was joidull, 
Sche was delivered .. ur ""d sone. 
The bls!;ho~ :ts it W'H to done. 
Yaf ltim h.-.ptesme • nd Moris call<th ; 
And therupon, a. it befalletb, 
With leur-cs writcn of r~ord 

"rhei scnde unto here liege lord, 
1'h.-.t kepen wer~n of the qwetne: 
And he tb:it scholde go betwene, 
The ~less.-.ger, to Knaresburgh, 
1\'hich toun he sc;holde posse thurgh, 
Ridcnde cam the fcnte d.-.y. 
The kinges ~Ioder there l.ly, 
ll'bos ribte nllmc wu Domilde, 
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Qual iter ReglnaC.on· 
atanda lntanlem mas
culum, quem i.n bap
lil.mo bhuricium ,·o· 
cant. R~e a~nte 
cniu tu. Set in.ui~ 
Rqis ~nate:r Docrillda 
au per iJIO facto condo
le• huerlt mendad· 
bus Reg{ ccrtillcauit 
quod \'XOf' IliA dt.mo
nillotl fll non hu1nan i 
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snitu:r.•d ortu.m pro-. 
dluril: hutusmodiqve 
d<:tncciooibu-" aducr· 
sus Comtudam in 
tllnto procurault, quod 
i~ in naulm, qua 
prln!ll vcnc.rnt, iterum 
ad exilhtm ,., .. cum 
tuo llartu rtmlssa. de· 
sol.aba\ur. 
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CONFESSIO A~IANTIS 

Which after al the cause SJ)ildc : 
J.'or he, wb.ic.h th01\k desc.rve wolde, 
l:nto thi• bdi goth ond toldc 
Or his ~ICSS3ge ol how it r«de. 
• \nd scbe with feigned joie it herde 
And yaf him yifics la rgely, 
Uot in the ll)'ht nl prh·cly 
Sche tok the lettres whi<he he h•dde, 
Fro point to point and o• .. rrndde, 
• \s Khe that wu thurgbout untrewt-, 
• \ nd let do wr)'l t:n othre oewe 
lrl stede or hem, nnd thus thci spicke : 

• Oure liege lord, we th~ lu.'Seke 
Th>t thou with ou.s ne be noght wrcxh, 
Though we sU<:h thing "" is thee loth 
Upon oure uo• •the certefie. 
'l'hi wir, which is or faierie1 
()r such • child delivered is 
1- ro kinde whi( h SlAnt nll ami~: 
HOt (or it scbolde: no~ht be: se1c, 
We h:ave it kept out of the ·":cie 
For dredc of l)urc worldcs sclmmc, 
• \ povcre child nnd in the name 
or thilke which is so roishore 
We tok~ :and thcno we be swore, 
That non hot only thou and we 
Sc.h!l.l knowen of this: pri\ ·ete: 
,\1 oris it h:utc, and thus men wt:ne 
'l'lun it was borcn or tbe qwecnc 
.-\nd of thin ogbne hodi gete. 
llot this thing nui noght be: rorye1c, 
~nuu thou ot sende ous word anon 
Whnt is thi wiJie thtrupon.' 

T his leu re, ns thou hast herd devise, 
WllS conttcJet in such a wlsc 
'l"hlt nom:m se:holde u aptr«ave: 
.\nd schc, •·hich thoghte to de.,.,ive, 
h Ieith wher tM:he that other tOk. 
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LillER SECUNDUS 

This Mess.1gcr, whao he 3•·ok 1 

And wistt nothing how it wtu, 
Aros and rod the grcte p.u 
And tok this teure to the king. 
And wh:tn he sih this wonder thing . 
He mnkth the Mess.1gcr no chierc, 
Bot nathe1es in wys manere 
He wrot oyein, •nd yof hem ch>rge 
That thei ne sofTre noght ot large 
Hi.~ wir to go, bot ke:pe hire .st.llle, 
Til thei hove herd mor of his wille • 
ThOi McsSJlger was yificle, 
Hot with thl$ lcttre natbe.les, 
Or be: him lief or be: him loth, 

990 
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In aile haste oyein he goth ,..., 
Be Kn:uesburgh, 3Dd as he went~ 

Unto the Moder his entente 
or that he fond toward the king 
He tolde ; and r.ehe, upon this thins 
Seith that he scholde abide •1 nybt 
And made him (este and chiere ar-iht, 
F'eignendc n£ thogb sche CO\Vthe: birn thonk. 
Bot he with 1nrong "'1'" which he dronk 
Forth with the tnmtil of the day 
Was drunke, oslepe and while be l>y. •oro 
Sche h•llh h ise !eures O\'trstie 

And ronncd in :m otht:r Wt:ic. 
·rber was a newc lcttre write, 

Which stith: •t do you forto wite, 
That thurgh the conscil o( you tuo 
l stonde in point tO ben undo, 
A5 he which is :t king deposed. 
FQr every man it hnth suJlpO$Cd, 
How Lh3.t IUY wif Constnncc is raie j 
And if th:u I, tbti se:in1 delaie 
T o put hire out or comp.1ignie1 
The worschipe of my Regolie 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Is lore i and O\'Cr this thei tellc, 
Hire child semi nogbt among hem duelle, 
To cleymen eny heri13ge. 
So can I se non ~\1llltage, 
Bot nl is lost, if schc nbide : 
Forthi to Joke on every side 
To•:ard the meschicf ;rs it is. 
I cborge you and bidde tbif, ••l• 
Tbnt ye the .. me Schip villllie, 
In which thnt schc tok nrivaile, 
Therinne and puttcth bothe tuo, 
Hirose(( forthwith hire child abo, 
And so forth broght unto the depe 
Betakcth hire the Sec to kepc. 
Qf (ourc daies time l Sette, 
Th>t ye this thing no longer leue, 
So that your lir he nogbt forsfeL' 
And thus this lettre contre(et 1o.,o 
The ~1ess..-1.ger, which was unw:t.r, 
Upon the kingeolulvc hu, 
And where be scholde it both betake. 
Bor whao tbnr thei have hicde take, 
And rnd that writen is withinne, 
So grct a sorwe thcf heginne, 
As thei here oghnc Moder sihen 
Brent in a f)'T before be~ yhen : 
Ther was w<:pinge and tber was wo, 
Bot finnly the thing is do. ••$• 

Upon the See thc.i htt\'c hire broght, P. i. 195 
Bot sche the cause wi.s:te noght, 
And thus upon the ftod thei wone, 
This l:~di with hire )•onge Sone: 
And thn.nnc hire ha.ndes to the tu:vcne 
Sche str.twbte, and wit.h a milde tilt\·ene 
Knelende upon hire ~ kne 
Sehe seide, • 0 hi he mageste, 
\Vhich scs-t the point or every crowche, 
Tak or thi wofull wonunan rowdlc ao6o 

104$ chat write.n I•J Jlc: wrilen ia AM tJtt writcn \n5 B; 8 , W 
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LIBER SECUN DUS 

And of this child that I scbal kepe.' 
And with that word scbe gan to wepe, 
Swounende ttS ded, and ther schc l:ay j 
Bot he which aile thinges may 
Conforteth hire, nnd ate lasre 
Sehe loketh and hire yhen caste 
Upon hire child and seide this : 
I Q( mC no rnane:r ChQtgC it is 
Whltt sorwc I sotrre, bot o[ that' 
Me thcnkth it is a gret pite, 
For if I sterve thou ..:halt deie: 
5o mot 1 ocdes he tbnt weie 
For Moderhcd and for tcodreosc 
With a l myn hole bcsincsse 
Ordeignc me for thilkc office, 
As scbe •·hich semi he tbi Norric:e' 
Thus was scbe mengthcd forro stonde; 
And tho sche tok hire child in hondc 
And ynf it sowke, and evere among 
Sehe wepte, nnd otherwhilc song 
To roeke with hire child aslepe: 
And thus hire oghne child to kepe 
Scbe hath under the goddcs c\lre. 

And so fell upon a.venture, 
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Whan rhilke yer bntb nud his ende, ,..~~~=~..:; 
Rite Schip. so as it moste wende . in ~es H.itpulc au-
Thuroh strengthe o( "')'Od which god h~th fiVe, pc:n~ i~!c:r &rate--

~;~ llot ,actauatur, • quo-l~stward Y.13.S into Sp.1igne drive rum manibu1 de,•a ip-
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Wber that an hethen Amir.tll oogo 

Was lord, and be • Stiewnrd h:tdde, 
Oon Thelous, 1vhich ol was badde, 
A rots knyht nnd a renegnL 
He goth to Joke in what astat 
The Schip ...... oome, and there he fond 
Forth with a child upon hire hond 
This lady, wher sche wns a.l one. 
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J6o CONF£SSIO AMANTIS 

(iAUorConTda.) He tok good hiede of the penone, 
And sih ache -. a worthi wiht, 

QuMllter nauicul:a 
Constancic quodam 
die pet ahum muc 
''*PM fnt~r C'Opioum 
Xauiunt multitudinc:m 
dilapu eJt, QUa.n&tft 
Arccanus Raru.D4>" 

And thoghte he wolde upon the nyht uoo 
Dtmtnt hire nt his ogbne wiUc, 
i\nd let hire be tberinne stille, 
ThAI mo men sib sche noght thnt d•i. 
At goddcs wllle nnd thus sche loi, 
Unknowe wh:at h ire: sch:al betide ; 
And fell so that be nyhtcs tide 
This knyht withoute felaschipe 
Hath toke • bot Md e>m to Schipe, 
And thoghte of hire his lnst to we. 
And swor, if sc.he him daunger m2te, ruo 
That certeinly schc scholde dcic. P. I. 19 7 
Schc sib cher was non other 'A·cif1 
And scide he scholde hire wt l c:onforte, 
Thn.t he ferst loke out ate poftc, 
T hat nomun were nyh the stcdc, 
Wbich myhte knowe wh3.t t hei dede, 
And thannc he m:U do what he wolde. 
He w>S riht gbd that sche so tolde, 
And tO the porte MOn be rerde : 
Sche preide god, "nd he hire herde, "•• 
And sodeinliche he was out throwc: 
And dreynt, and tho beg>n to blowe 
A wynd men>ble fro the lond, 
And thus the myhti goddes hond 
liire hnth convcied and defended. 

And whon lhrc yer be fu ll desponded, 
l'llrc Schip w:~s drive upon a tl:ti, 
IVhcr that n grot Navye lay 
Of Schipes. al the world at ones : 
And u god wolde for the nones, u 3o 
Hire Schip goth in among hem olio. 
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And stinte nogh~ e r it be Calle 
And h>tb tbe ,..,...u undergete, 
\Vhich Maister w-a.s of 31 the F1ete, 
Dot there it I'Cl!tcth and nbod. 
This grete Schip on Anker rod; 
T he Lord cam forth, nnd wbnn he sih 
That other ligge nbord •o nyh, 
He wondreth whot it myhte be, 

161 

And bad men to gon in and sc. 
This hdl tho ~~ c:rope "side, 

[TAU Of'CoQlAHa.j 

nua Con~Ul, Dux d 
Capi&.nev.a JpY..tn ;,. 
nocam auteipicnt ,,_ 
q\le ad Rocnam .ACCUm 
perchuclt: vbi eq\l.lllc:m 
vJ.orl.suc: Helene per
mJin.tuntm reuetenh::r 
usoclaul~ r~ccnon d 
elulldcm fillu.m Mauri· 
dum In omni h~buo
dallcl"qu.ui proptium 

11 .. 0 cducaui•. 

As sche th:>t wolde hirtstlven hide, 
For scbe ne wiste what thei were: 

P. i. tg8 

Thei soghte aboute and founde bir th<re 
And broghten up hire child ond hire ; 
And therupon tbiJ lord to spire 
Began, fro whc.nnc thnt sche cam, 
And who< sohe W~$. Quod J~Che, • I am 
A wommnn worully 001nd. 
I haddc n lord, >nd thus he h>d, 
That I forth with my lite! Sone 
Upon the q~·es scholden wone., 
Bot why the e:~use ....., I not: 
Bot he which •lie thinges wot 
Vit h>lh, I tbonke him, of his miht 
Mi child and me so kept upribt, 
Th:tt ••e be save bot he tuo.' 
This lord hire oxcth ovcm1o 
How sche believeth, nnd schc: sc:ith, 
1 I lie\'e and triStc in Cri~tes .reit l~ 116o 

Which dcide upon the Rode tree.' 
'What is tni Mme?' tho quod be. 
1 Mi name is Couste,' sc:he him sdde: 
Bot rorthennor for noght he preide 
or hire astat to knowe plein, 
Sdle wolde him nothing e:Jles seln. 
Bot or hir name. which sche feignetb; 
Alle othre !hinges sche restreigneth, 
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That a 1rord more sche ne tolde. 
This lord thanne ueth if schc wolde 
\Vilh him abide in compaignie, 
And seide be eam fro Barlwie 
To Romeward, and hom he wont<. 
Tho sche wppooeth what it mente, 
And seith scbe wolde with him wende 
And duelle unto hire !yves ende, 
Be so it be to hls ples:•nce. 
Aod thus upon here nqueintnncc 
He tolde hire pleinly •• it stod, 
Of Rome how that the gcntil b lod 
In B:ub3rie wo.s betraied, 
And therupon he hath assaied 
Be werre, and totlc:en such vengonce, 
That non or al thilke alliance, 
Be whom the t resoun was compassed, 
Is from the swerd olyve pas~ ; 
Bot or Constance hou it ...., 
That cowthe be knowe be no cas, 
Wber scbe beeom, so u he seide. 

Hire Ere unto his word sehe lcide, 
Bot forther made sche no chiere. 
And n;Jtheles in this matiere 
It happeth thilke tim< so: 

lljO 

P. i.tgg 

n 8o 

This Lord, with whom sche scbolde go, 
Of Rome was the Senatour, 
And of bir fader themr~rour 
His brother doughter hath tO wyve, 
Which bath bir fader ek alyve, 
And was Salustes cleped tho; 
This wif Heleine hihte also, 
To whom Constance tr<U Couslne. 
Thus to the sike 11 medicine 
Hath god ordeined of his grace, 
Tb>t forthwith in the same place 

uoo 
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This Senatour his trowthe plibte, 
For e"·ere. whil be li\'e mibte, 
'To kepe in worscbipe and in welthe, 
Be so that god wol yi•·e hire hehhe, 
This bell, which fortune him sende. 
And thus be Scbipe forth s:~.ileode 

lTALC or CoWITAACZ.} 

12t 0 

Hire and hir child to Rome he broghte, 
And to his wir tho be besoghte 
To take bire into compaig:nfe: 
And sche, which cowthe or courtcsfe 
AI that n good wi[ scholde konne, 
Was inly glad that sehe hotb wonne 
·rhe feloschip or so good on. 
Til tuelve yeres were ogon, 
This Emperoures dowbter Custe 
Forth with the dowhter of Saluste 
Was kept, bot noman redily 
Knew what scbe was, and noght forthi 
Tbei thogbten wei scbe hadde be 
In hire a!tat or bib degre, 
And every tif hire loveth wei. 

Now be<ke bow thilke unstable whel, 
\Vhich evete' tometh., wcme aboute. 
The king Allee, whil be wll.S oute, 
As thou tofore hast he<d this cas, 
Deceived thurgh his Moder wos: 
Bot wha.n that he cnm hom ayein, 
.H e axetb of his Chamberlein 
And of tho Bisschop ck also, 
Wher thei the qweene hadden do. 
And thei answerde, there he bad, 
And have him thilke lcttre rod, 
Which be heDl stnde for warant, 
And tolde him pleinli as it sunr, 
And sein, it thogbte hem gret pite 
To st so worthi on as scbe, 
With such :1 cb.t1d as ther was bort", 
So sodcinly to be forlore. 

IUO 
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He ••etb hem what child that were; 
And thei him seidcnJ thnt n~ghere, 
In o.l the world thogh men it soglne, 
\Vu nevere womman that forth broghte 
A r.irer child tbon it was on. 
And thanne he u:ede hem anon, 
Whi thei ne h.,dden write so: 
Thei toldcn, so thei hnddcn do. 
He st. Ide, ' Nny.' Thei acidcnJ ' Yi.s.' 
The leure schewed rad it is, 
Which thei forsoken everideL 
Tho was it understonde ... el 
11,3t ther is ttesoun in the thing: 
The Messager tofore the king 
Was broght ond sodeinliche opposed ; 
And he, which nothing h:tth supposed 
Bot olle wei, began to seie 
That he n>&fler upon the weie 
A bod, bot only in a stede j 

u6o 

And cause why that he so dede 
Wn.s, na he wente to nnd fro, P. I. •o• 
At Knnrcsburgh be nyhtes tuo 
The kinges Moder mnde him duelle. 
And wh.ln the king it hcrdc tcllc, 
Withinne his herte he wJ.$h~ 3ls faste 
The ueson which h.i:s Moder caste; 
And thoghtc he wolde noght abide, 
Bot rorth riht in the snme tide 
H e tok his hors and rod anon. 
With him ther riden manion, 
To ""'""'"burgh and forth thei wente, 
And lich the fyr which tunder hente, 
I n such a rage, as sc:fth the bok, 
H i• Moder sodeinliche ho tok 
And seide unto hir in Lhis wise : 
I 0 beste or heUe, in what juise 
Hast thou de.ervcd fono dele, 

u;o 
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Thtu bast so r31S1y pul nwcie t lSIO IT AI.C t)r Co:.nA:ccr .. l 
With tresoun o f thl bntbitinge 
The Lreweste at my knowlechinge 
Of W)>vCS and the most honeste? 
Bot I wol moke this behest<, 
I schal he ,·enged er I go.' 
And let a fyr do make tho, 
And bad men forto cnste hire inne: 
llot fcrst sche tolde out ol the sinnc, 
And dcde hem nile forto wite 
!low sche the lcttres hodde write, "9• 
Jo"ro point to point as it was wroght. 
And tho sche ,..., to dcthe broght 
And brent tofore hire Sones yhe: P. I. 203 
Wheror these Qthrc, whie.he it sihe 
And hcrden how the cnuse stod, 
Sein that the juggemcnt ls good, 
Of that hir Sone hire both 59 sen·cd; 
~·or sc:he it bodde wei deserved 
Thurgb tTesoun of hire false tungc, 
Which thurgb the lond was aner sunge, 13oo 

Constance and every '!''iht eomplcignclh. 
Uot he, whom a.llc wo distreigneth, 
This sorgbfuU king, w>S so hestld, 
Tbot he ochal ne,~rmor he glad, 
He seith, ettsone forto wtdde, 
Til that be wiste how that sche spedde, 
Which hadde ben h is fcr.1c wif: 
And thus his y011gc unlusti lif 
He dryvetb forth so u he moi. 

Til it befell upon a dai, 
Wbon he bise werres hadde achie,·cd, 
i\nd thoghte he wolde be relieved 
or Soule hele upon the feith 
Which he hath lAke, tbannc he seith 
·rhnt he to .Rome in t>elrinage 
Wol go, wher Pope was Pelage, 
To t.:lke his obsolucioun. 
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And upon this condicioun 
He made Edwyn his lieutenon~ 
Whieh heir to him was app:trant. 
T~t he the lond in his abstnce 

I JJO 

Schol reule : and thus be providence 
or nile !hinges wei bcgon 
He tok his le~·e ond forth is gon. 
Elda, whi-c-h tho -.-as with him ther~, 

P . l. 204 

Er thd fulliche ot Rome wto:re, 
Was sent to(ore to pourveie; 
And he his guide upon the weie, 
In help to l>cn his berbergour, 
Hnth ued who '1\'as Semtour. 
That be his nome mybte kenne. 
Of Capadoce, he seide, Arctnnc 
He hihte, and wu a worthi Jc.niht. 
To him goth Elda tho forth riht 
And tolde him of his lord tidinge, 
And preide that for his comynge 
He wolde usigne him herbeJNe ; 
And he so dede of good C0111ge. 

Whou al is do that was to done 
The king himself co m after sonc. ' 
't his Senatour, whan th.at he com 
To Couste and to his wif at hom' 
Hotb told how such a king Allee 
or gret army tO the Citce 
W:u come, nnd Couste upon his tnle 
With herte dos and colour pale 
Aswoune fell, and be mervtilech 
So ~inly what thing hire eyleth, 
And c:awbte hire up, and whan sche wok, 
Sche syketh with o pitous lok IJ,SO 
And feigneth seknesse of the See· 
Bot it was for the king Aller. ' 
For joie which fell in hire thosht P. i. •os 
That god him h•th to toune broghL 
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This king hath spoke with the Pope 
And told 1l thM he cowthe :ogtopo, 
\Vhat grie\'tth ia his conscience ; 
And thanne he lhoghre in 1'0\·erence 
Of his OS!llt, er that he went<; 
To make n reste, and thu.s he sente 136o 

Unto the Senatou_r to co1ne 
Upon the morwe and othre som~ 
·ro sitte witb bim 31 the mete. 
This t:lle hath Couste noght foryete, 
!lot to Moris hire Sone tolde 
'T hat he upon the morwe scholde 
ln at thnt t\'ere be cowthe llnd mihte 
.lle present in the kinges sihte, 
So that the king him ofce •ihe. 
.Moris tofore the kinges yhe •J70 
l(Jpon the morwe, wher he aat, 
Fulofie stod, ond upon that 
The king his chiere upon him ea.SI<; 
And in his face him thoshte als wte 
He sih his oshne wif Const:llloe ; 
For nature M in resembl2nee 
Of face hem liketh so tO clothe, 
That thei were of a suite bothe. 
'fhe king .. .._. moeved in his thoght 
Of that he seth, and knoweth it noght ; r3So 

This child he loveth kindcly, 
i\ nd yit he wot no cause why. 
Bot wel he sib nnd unde,.tod 1'. I. 2o6 
That he toward Arcenne stod, 
And axeth him anon riht there, 
If that this child his Sonc were. 
He seide, 'Ye.e, $0 l him c::Uie. 
And woldc it were so befnlle, 
Bot il is nl in other wise/ 

And tho began be to devise 
How he the ebildes Moder fond 
Upon the See from every lood 
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Withinne a Schip w-3S stiereiH, 
And how ohis bdi help<les 
Fonb with hir child he luoh forthdrn-e. 
Tht king both und<ntood< his ,..,..., 
The ehil~ rume and u<th oho, 
And wluo ohe Moder hiht< olso 
Thu h< him wolde telle he prtide. 
' Moris this child is hote,' he seide, 
r His Moder h..lUC Cou.stc:, and this 
I not wtut nlancr nnme it i.s.' 
l~ut Allee wistc wei ynowh, 
Wheror somdiel smylendc he: Jowh ; 
For Coustc in Saxoun is to scin 
Constnncc upon the word Romein. 
Bot who tlut cowt he spe<tflc 
Wh:tt tho (ell in hJs f:anwie, 
And ho"· his wit :.1.boute rtnneth 
Upon the love in which he brenneoh, 
It were a wonder- forto hiere : 

••oo 

For he W';lS oouthcr ther ne hitre, 
Boo clene ouo of himt<lf •~·eie, P. i. 20 7 
That he not what to thenlcc: or seie

1 

So fain h< wold< it ,..«e scht. 
Wherof his h<rt<s pri\·toc 
Began the werre of yee 11nd n11y, 
Th< which in such brunnce loy, 
T hat conte.nanc;,e for A throwc 
H e Joste, t il be mihte knowc 
"fhe sothe: bot in his memoirc 
The mao which lith in purg:~toire 
Dcsireth noght the he:\·cnc more, 
That be ne longcob al so sore 
To wite what him KhaJ betide. 
.~nd wlun the bordes ..-ere osidc 
And every man wu rise :.boule, 
The king luth wey,·ed al lh< route, 
And ..-ith the Seoaoour al on< 
He spak and preid< him of a bon<, 
To sc this Coust<, wh<r t<h< duellcoh 

J .. po 
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.:-\t hom with him, so as he tclletb. 
The Sen>tour wos wd appai<d, 
This thing no lengere is del.tied, 
To se this Cousoe gooh the king : 
And sdl< was nom<! of the thing, 
And wilh Releine forth sche cam 
Ayein th< king, and h< tho nom 
Good hiede, nnd wlun he sib his wif, 
Anon with a t h is hertcs lir 
lie <::~.whle hire in hi~ arm nnd kisle. 
Wns neve:re wiht that sih ne wiste 
A man thnt more joic mnde, P. J. 208 
Wheror thei weren alle gbde 
Whichc herde teUen of this ehnncc. 

This king tho with his wif Const.1nc:c, 
Which h:1dde a gret part of bls willc, 
In Rome (or a time stille 
A bod ttnd nude him wel at esc: 
llol so yit cowthe be ne\'Cft plese t.Uo 
His wif, llut sc:he him wolde t<in 
Of hire ::t.$Ul the uowthe plein, 
Q( wlut COillre!: that sche \\'aS bore, 

Ne wh.11 sc:he "-as, and yit therforc 
With nl his wit he luth don sickc. 
Thus as they libe abeddc and •picke, 
Schc preid¢ bim and c::onseileth botbe, 
·rhat for the worscbipe of hem Uothe, 
So n.s hire lhoghte it were honc.litc, 
H e wolde an honourable fe•tc ••Cio 
Make. cr he wente. in lhe Cite, 
Whcr ohemp<rour himself sclul be : 
He gmunoeth nl th:at sche him preidc. 
Bot M men in that time seide, 
This Emp<rour fro thilke day 
That ftrst his dowhter wtnt< •••Y 
He wu thanne after nevere glad ; 
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Qu~liter Contean
d.., que ancea per to· 
tu.m· cc-mpu• uilli t1.d 
J)cmes omnea lncosni .. 
lAtU .IIC! c'ela111t, U.ln~ 
demum ~1ri 1\10 fm· 
pe:ratori sti,_.m per 
omnh m.ani(es:U~uil : 
quod nam Rex Allee 
scituSSd. wna nam vni
tu:n.a Rom.a.norum 
mulliludfne 'nttlim~
blll pudio fl1hnlrauue;, 
(lU'ICi iJKitentern lau• 
tf~trunL 
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llot ~h•t thot eny m•n him b:td 
or gmce for his dowhter .. ,ke, 

That gmce wolde he nogh t forsake ; ••:• 
And thus ful gret aim~ he dede, 
Wheror sche hadde many • bede. 

This Emperour out or lhe toun P. L •og 
\\'hhinne a teo mile enviroun, 
Where as it thoghte him for the beste, 
Hnth sondry plooes forto reste ; 
And AS fortune woJde tho, 
He was ducllende 41 on or lho. 
The king Allee forth with Llnssent 
or Couste his wif hoth lhider sent •••• 
Moris his Sone, as he was taght. 
To thcmperour nnd he goLIJ strogh~ 
And In his fader half bcsoghte, 
As he which his lordsehipe soghte, 
Thot of his hihe wonhinesse 
He wolde do so gm mek~. 
His og.hne toun to come and sc, 
And yive a time in tht t itc, 
So tl1tU hi.s fader mihw him gctc 
Th:u he wolde ones with him etc. 1490 

This lord hath gr;1nu ... "CC hi! requeste ; 
And wha n the dai was of lhe feste, 
In worsehipe of here Emperour 
The king and ek the S..n>tour 
fonh with here wyves bothe tuo, 
With many n lord nnd ll\dy mo

1 
On horse riden him nycln ; 
T ill it hefel~ upon • pleio 
The1 slhen wher he w:u comeode. 
With th:1t Const.:tnc:e anon preiende 1500 

Sp.1k 10 hir lord that he obyde, 
So th:H sche mai to(ore ryde, 
'J'o ben upon his bienvenue P . l ~1o 
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The rcrstc which schal him snlue; (TAI...IOPCOK&TAXC£.) 

And thu$ a fter hire lordes grnunt 
lJpon a Mule whyt omblnuol 
Forth " 'ith a (ewe rod this qweene. 
'J"he:i •·ondren what stbc wolde mene, 
And ridcn after sofie I"'S ; 
Bot whan this l:tdi come w:u r!! ro 
To themperour, in his presence 
Schc sc::ide a.1owd in nudic.nc.c, 
• Mi lord, mi fader, wei you be I 
And of this time lhat I se 
Voure honour and your goode bele-.. 
1\'hieh is !he helpe or my querele, 
I thonke unto the godde3 myht ' 
For joie his herte wns o.tJHht 
or IMt scbe tolde in rtnlembr.mce .i 
And whanne he wisre it wu ConstanC~t, 15 20 

Wos nevere f.lder half 10 blithe. 
\\' epende he keste hire ofle sitbe, 
So WllS his herte :tl overcome ; 
f'or thogh h is Moder were come 
Fro de:th to Jyve out or the grove, 
He mihte nomor wonde.r have 
Thon he hoth wbon thot he hire sih. 
With thot hire oghne lord cam nyh 
And is to themperour obeied ; 
Bot wh:m the fornmc is bc:wreied, 15ao 

Tfow thnt Constance 1s come aboutc, 
So hard :tn berte was non oute, 
"flue he for pite tho nt wtptc. P. i. 2u 

Areennus, which hire fond llnd kept.e, 
Wu tbonne gl3d of 1h01 is falle, 
So !hot with joie among hem aile 
Thet riden in at Ro.rnc gntc.. 
This C:mperour thoghte 31 to late, 
Til that tbe Pope were come, 
And of the lordes sende some •H• 
To preie him tbot he wolde baste: 
And he earn forth in olle haste, 
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Quallter Ma\trichJ!t 
c~1m fmpcraton: vt 
heres Jmperll rtman
ah, ct Ru Allc:c- cum 
Con.tta.neia In An&li· 
am rc&telll aunt. 

Qu:.lher l<cx AUcc 
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And whan that he the L>le herde, 
How wonderly thi.s ch.;an<lt (erde, 
H< thonk<th god of hiS mir:~ele, 
To wbos miht mai be non obs10cle : 
The king • nobl< f<st< hom made, 
And thus thei ....,rtn olle gl•de. 
A parlemc:nt, er tlut thoi wente, 
Tbei sew~n unto this entente, • !-So 
To puten Rome in full espcir 
That i\·toris was npp3r:tnt heir 
And scholde obide wlth hem stille, 
Fur such was nl the londcs wittc. 

\Vhan ever}' thing was fulli spoke, 
Qf SOrwe ;md qucint Wll.S al the StnOke,. 

Tho tok ni• le>'e Allee the king, 
And with fuU many a riche thing, 
Which themperour him hadde yive, 
He goth a glad lif forto li•·e; ·~6o 

For be Cons!Once hath in his hond, 
\\'hieh ..... the eonfort or his loncL 
FOf wh:ln dut he cam hom ayein, P . i. 212 

' l'he:r is no tunge it mihte scln 
What joie ns th:!t ilke 01ounde 
or that he hath his qweenc founde, 
ll'bieh fem .. ._. sent or goddes sonde. 
\\'ha.n sche was drh·e upon the Strondc, 
Be whom lhe mi$beliC\'C or Sinne 
\ Vas left. and CristC$ reith CJlll1 inne 15{0 

To hem tbot whilom were biinde. 
Bot he which hindrcth every kinde 

And for no gold mal be forl>oght, 
The delh comendc er he be soght, 
Tok with this king such nqueint.ance, 
''fhat he with al his retcnanee 
Ne mibte nogbt defende his lif; 
And thus he paneth from his wif, 
\\'bicb th3nnc nude sorwe ynowh.. 
And therupon hirt hertc drowb o;;So 
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To Ieven Engelond for evere 
And go wher that sche hadde le<erc, 
To Rome, whenne th.lt sche: cam: 
And thus of al the lond sche nam 
Hir 1eve. :lnd goth to Rome :1yein. 
And afier that the bokes !ein, 
She , .• , noght ther< bot a tbrowe. 
ll"h•n deth or kinde hath ovenbrowe 
li ir worlhi £:tder, whiuh men seide 
'fh>t be betwen hire annes deide. 
And artcrwnrd the yer suiende 
The god hnth mod of hire an cnde, 
And fro this worldes faicric 
I lath take hire into comt).1.ignie. 
Moris hir Sone w!lS corouned, 
Which so ferronh was abandouned 
To Cri>tes fcith, that men him Clllle 
Moris the cristeneste of a.Jle_ 

And thus the wel meninge of love 
\\"u :lte J~e set above; 
1\nd so os thou hast herd tofore, 
The false tunge5 .-eren lore, 
Whiehe Uj)OR love wolden lie. 
Forthi touehende of this En\'ie 
Which longeth unto bacbitinge, 
nc \\':\f thou m:lke no lesinge 
In hindtingc of an o ther wiht: 
1\nd if thou wolt be tawbt ariht 
IVhnt m""chief b>kbitinge d oth 
Ue other weie, a talc soth 
No,.,· miht thou bicre ne..x:t suiende, 
Which to this vice ls acordende. 

In a Cronique, as thou sch:'llt witet 
A gret ensample I Iinde write, 
Which I schal telle upon this thing . 
Philiw< of ~l•eedoyne l-yng 
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Two Sones ludde be his wor, 
Whos fame is yit in Crece rif: 
Demetrius the ferste brother 
Was bote, and Perseus that other. o6•o 
Demctriut me.n sciden tho 
The bc:tro knyht Wlls of the tuo, 
"''o whom the lond ~s cntcndnnt, P. i. 2t4-

ru he _which heir WllS app:1mnt 
' l"o regne after h is fader dai : 
Uot th:u thing which no W3ttr mai 
Quenche in this 'I<Orld, bot evere brenneth, 
Into his brother herte it rtnncth~ 
The proude Envie of th:u he sib 
His brother scbolde dymbe on hih, o63o 
And he to him mot thonne obeie: 
ThM moy he solfre be: no wcie. 
\\lith Strengthc dorst he nOthing (onde, 
So tok he llosinge upon honde, 
Whnn he sih time ond spak therto. 
For it befell that time so, 
His foder grete werres had de 
With Rome, -.·hicl>e be streite bdde 
Thu'lh mihty hood of his m>nhode, 
ru be which luth yoowh knihtbode, •6•• 
And ofte hem badde sore grieved. 
Bot C!t the werre were 3thievcdJ 
ft4 he: was upon ordinance 
At hom in Grece, it feU per chance, 
'Demetrius, which ofte 3bOute 
Ridende Wils, stod tha t time ouce, 
So thnt this Perse in his >bscnce, 
\Vhich b.-u tbe tungc of pestilence, 
With f•lsc wordes wbi<he he feigneth 
Upon his oghne brother plcigneth o6;o 
In privete behinde his bak, 
And to his f•der thus he spak : 

• Mi diero fader, 1 am bolde P. i. 215 
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Be we:ie of kinde, as re:soun wolde, 
That 1 fro yow sc:lul nOthing bide, 
\Vbich mlhte 1ome in eny side 
Of )'OUre a,st3t intO grevanCC: 
fortbi m)'n bertes obc:issanee 
Towardes you 1 thenke k.epe i 
For it is good yo tnke kepe 
Upon a thing which b me told. 
Mi brOther h>th ous aile sold 
To hem of Rome, •nd you >lso; 
for thanne they behote him so, 
Tlut be ..-ith hem sc:b•l regne in pes. 
Thus luth be c:ut for his enaess 
That youre ast>t sc:h.•l go to noght; 
And this to proeve sch•l be brogbt 
So ferfonh, thnt I undertake 
Jt schal noght wei mow be forsake.' 

The king upon this tttle nnsut!rde 
And scide, if this thing which he herde 
Be soth :llld ~~ be broght to prove, 
• It sch:al ooght be to his behove, 
Which 50 luth schapen ous the werstc, 
For he himself schnl be the fe11te 
Tlut scbal be dec!, if tlut I mai.' 

Thus afterw.-ard upon :L dl.i, 
Wban th:tt Demetrius was come, 
Anon his fader hath him nome, 
And ood unto his brother Pe11e 
Thnt he his tnle schnl reher.~e 

o61So 

a68o 

or thilkc tresoun which he toldc. 
And he, which ol untrowihe wolde, 
Conseileth tlut 10 hih • nede 

P. I. 016 

Be t~eted wher .. it m>i spede, 
In comun pbce of juggement. 
The king thtrto )'~( his :usent. 
Demetrius "A'U put in hold, 
Wherof th~t Pcrseils was bold. 
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Thus srod the rrowrhe under rhe chnrge, 
And the falshedc goth nt large, 
Which thurgh bchcsrc hath o•·e rcome 
The grereste of the lordes some, 
Thor pri•·elich or his acord 
Thei stonde as witntssc o( record: 
The jugge was mod fovot;tble: 
Tl\U.!I \\'as the l.lwe dcceh·ab1e 
So ferforth rhnt rhe rrowthe fond 
Rescoussc non, and thus the Jond 1100 

Fonh "'irh rhe king decx.h·ed were. 
The gulteles w:.s d.1mpned there 

And dcide upon Attusement: 
Dot Auch ;~ fhl$ conspirement, 
Thogb ir be prive for • rhrowe, 
Codd wolde noght it were unknowc; 
And thot w;,s •flcrword wei proved 
In him which h>1h the deth contro••ed. 
or thor his brother w:u 50 sbin 
This PerseUs wns wonder fain. r;ro 
As he """ tho wos nppar>nr, 
Upon the Regnc nnd expectant ; 
Whcrof he wax so proud nnd ••ein, P. I, 217 
Thot he his fader in desdeign 
H•rb bl:e and set or non ocompre, 
A• be which thoghre him to surmonre; 
Thor wher he wns fcrst deboo:Ure, 
He wo.s tho rebe11 nnd contra.irc, 
And noghr ns heir bot os n king 
He tok upon him alle thing 'i'o 
Of nWice ~nd o( tir:annie 
In con temp< or rhe Regalie, 
Livende his fader, 3nd so wroghte, 
Tlur whan the fader him bcrboghre 
And sih to '\·hcther side it drowh, 
Anon he wiste well ynowb 
How Perse after his false tunge 
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1 huh so tbenvious belle runge, 
That he both slnin his oghne brother. 
\Vheror as Lhanne he knew non other, 
llot oodeioly the jugge he nom, 
Which couupt sot upon rhe dom, 
In such a wise and both him pressed, 
Thnt he the sothe him hath confessed 
Q( al that both be S(lOke and do. 

Mor sori th:m the king was rho 
Was ne•-er• man upon this Molde, 
And thogbte in certein that be wolde 
Vengonce rake upon thio wrong. 
Bot rhother parti w:IS 10 strong, 
That for the !awe or no statUI 
Ther mai· no riht ben execut; 
And upon this divi$ion P. I. 2t8 
The lond was torned up so doua : 
Wherof his bene is so distragbt, 
Thot be for pure SOI"'c hoth coghr 
The moladie of which norure 
Is queint in every crc::uure. 

And whan this king was passed thus, 
This false tonged Pe11cUs 
The rogimi!Jlt both underfonge. 
Bot tber mai nothing stonde Ionge 
Which ill noght upon trowrhe grounded ; 
For god which olle thing hath bounded 
And sih

1 

the falshod of his guile, 
Ho.th scl bim bot :1 litel while, 
Thor he scb:ll regne upoa depos; 
For oodeinlicbe as he aros 
So oodeiolicbe doun he fell. 

In tbilke time i1 so b<:fell, 
This newe king or newe Pride 
With strengthe schop him forto ride, 
And seide he wolde Rome wosrc, 
Wheror be made a bcsi hoste, 

fi,SO 
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And hath assembled him an host 
In ol that evere he mihte most: 
Wruu llWl that mihte wepne here 
or alle he wolde non forbore; 
So thnt it mihte nosbt be nombred, 
The folk which nfter was cncombred •11• 
Thurgh him, thnt god wolde ovenhrowe. 

Anon it was at Rome knowe, 
The pompe which tlut Perse bdde; P. I. 219 
And the Romeins that time hndde 
A Consul, which w•s elcped thus 
Be name, Pnul Emilius, 
A noble, a wonhi kniht withalle; 
And he, which chief was of hom aUe, 
This wcrre on hoode h>tb undertake. 
And whanne he scholde his leve take o;So 
Of n yong dowbter which wa.s his, 
Sche weptc, and he wh:u cause it is 
Hire axcth, •nd sche him >DSuerde 
T hat Perse is ded ; and he it herde, 
And wondrcth whot sche mctne wolde: 
And sche upon childhode h im tolde 
That Perse hir lite! bound is dcd. 
With th>t he pulleth up his bed 
And nude ribt a glad visage, 
And uide how that was a presage o ill" 
Touchende unto th>t other Perse, 
Of that fortune him scholdc adverse, 
Re seith. for auch a prcnostik 
Most of an hound wu to him lik: 
For as it is an bouodes kinde 
To berke upon a man behinde, 
Riht so behinde his brother bole 
With fnlse wordes whfche he spak 
He hath do slain, and ahot is rowthe. 
• Bot be which batetb aile untrowthe, rSoo 
The bihe god, it schal redresu; 
For so my dowhter prophctesse 
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Forth with hir lite! houndes deth P . I. ••o 
ll<:tokneth.' And thus fonh he getb 
Conforted or this e•idence, 
With the Romeins in his defence 
Aycin the Greks th>t ben comende. 

This PerseUs, n.s noght seende 
This meschief which that him nbod, 
With al his multitude rod, o8ao 
And prided him upon the thing. 
or that he .... become a king, 
And how be hadde his regne gete; 
Dot he bath al the riht foryete 
Which longeth unto govem•nce. 
Wherof thurgh goddes ordin•nce 
It fell, upon the wynter tide 
Thot with his host he scholde ride 
Over Oanubic thllke Dod, 
Which al befrose channe stod 182o 

So horde, thot he wendc wcl 
To passe: bot the blinde whie~ 
\Vhich tomech oCce er men be war, 
Thilkc ys which that the honmcn bar 
Tobmk, so that o gret p.utic 
\V:u dreint; o( che chi valerie 
The rtreW3rde it colt aweie, 
Cam non of hem to londe dreie. 

Paulus the worthi knibt Romein 
Be his aspic it hcrdc sein, •Sao 
And hastelh hin\ al that he mny, 
So that upon that other day 
He am wber he this host beheld, P . l 22r 
And that was in • latge feld, 
Wher the Banercs ben desplnied. 
Fie hath anon hise men arrnied, 
And wbnn that he wos ernhntnilled, 
He goth and both the feld usoiled, 
And slowb and tole al that he fond; 
Whcrof the Macedoyne lond, ' '•• 
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Which thurgh king Alisandre honoured 
Long time stod, w:u tl1o de\·oured. 
To l'erse and al th•t infortune 
Thci wyu; so thot the oomune 
or a! lhe lo11d his heir exile; 
And he despeired for the while 
~uised in • po•·cre wede 
To Rome goth, and tber for nede 
The eran wbich .thilke time was, 
To worche in latoun :and in bra.s, •8:(1 
He lernetb for his sustienance. 
Such ns the Sones poun·eanee, 
And of hi• f:tdtr it is seid, 
In slrong prisoun thot be ~-.. leid 
In Albe, wher that be ns ded 
For hunger and def•ile of bred. 
The hou11d wu tokne and propbeeie 
Th3t lich on hound he scbolde die, 
Which lich waa o( condicioun, 
Whttn he whb his detr.tccioun t86o 
Bark on his brother so behinde. 

Lo, what profit a man mai tindc, 
Which hindrc wolc an other wiht. P. 1. 2.22 

1:-onhi v.•hh al thin hole miht. 
Ml Sonc, cschuie thilkc ,·ice. 

Mi fndcr, cUes were I nyce : 
For yc therof so wet ha.ve spoke, 
Thnt it is in myn he rtc Joke 
And cvcre sctml : bot of Envie, 
H thcr be more in his b:1illie t81o 
Towa.rdes IO\'C, sai me what. 

Mi Sono, ns guile under the hnt 
With sleyhtes of n trcgctour 
Is hidd, Envie of such colour 
Hath yit the fcnhc deoei,·•nt, 
The which is eloped Folssemblant, 
Wherof the motiere ond the forme 
Now horkne :tnd I thee scbal cnforme. 
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iv. N11ln'lilfpls agtl, nfj( r/11/Jitt tt1ndJtal crt, 
Dun1911t tlit~t~~ ltKJuitur, nu sw vola Ugr'l. 

Vullus JuJ6/I /uum, ltru.~rns •utu, ltnftD saluln,, 
A ctus Jtl Ntttrl mn Jf!l rmll t JU J{"'Htwt. 

Par 11'61 911t1H1 rfHIIIdtt, Htazis til /Jr11ttuli(l;l §NO"n ./ 

Cot~tt!d<~ st' dttk-n'/1 tlisu s11lt1U di'IUIII. 
au«f pat'/ USt jilkt {It tOfrpJU Ut, 9•• fNJ/i/1 
Pn'~tdpiu• padl fi~til Aa&r~ lftga.l. 

0 fWIM ttmdi~itl tolb dt;/twMt~l Qltffl_n/t#tf, 
(},Ill• marfs 11,P)nn1U Ill ilf QJIUtTI ~tltAl'l. 

Of Falsscmblant if I schol telte, 
Above alte othre it is the wclle 
Out of the which d.eceipte floweth. 
Ther is nonun 10 wys that knoweth 
Of thitke flod which is the tydc, 
Ne how he scholde himselve.n guide 
To take .. ur possoge there. 
And yit the wynd to mannes Ere 
Is softe, and 35 it semtth oute 
It makth clier wedcr al aboute; 
Bot thogh it ~<:me, it Cs noght so. 
For Falsscmblont hath everento 
or his conscil in comp.1ignic 
The derke untrewe Vpocrisic, 
Whos word deS<:ordeth to his thoght : 
Fonhi thei ben togcdrc broght 
Of o covine, of on houshold, 
J\$ it schol after this be told. 
or fnlsscmblant h ncdcth noght 
To telte of olde cnsnm1>tcs oght ; 
For a) dai tn experience 
i\ mn.n mRi se thilke cwidencc 
or faire wordes whiche he hi<reth ; 
Bot yit the lwge Envie stieretb 
And holt it ev<rc fro the londe, 
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Wher Folsscrnblont with Ore on honde 
It roweth, :md wo1 nogbt arh'e, 
Bot let it on the w:>wes dryvc 
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In gret tempal<: and gyet delxat, 
Wberof tbat love and his astat 
E~peireth. And therfore I rede, 
Mt Sone, that thou fte and drcdc 
This vice, a.nd what that otbre sein 
Let thi Semblanl be trewe and plei'n. 
For Fa!ssemblant is thill:e viee, 
Which neverc was withoute office: 

'910 

Wber tho.t Envie theokth to guile, 
He sch•l be for that ilke while 
Of prive conseif &Iessagier. 

P.i. "2i 

For whan his u mb!Ant is most c lier 
Thanne is he most derk in his thoghl, 
Thogb ~en him se, thei knowe him nogbt ; 
Bot as 11 scbewelh in the glas 
Thing which therinne ne\'Cre ....., 
So scbeweth it In his visage 
That ne•·ere wus In his carage : 
Thus doth he .al his thing with sleyhte. 

_Now•Jey thi conscience in weyhte, 
M• goode Sone, and schri! the bier, 
II thou were evere Custummer 
To Falssemblant in eny wise. 

For ought I can me yit avisc, 
Mi goode fader, certes no. 
If I for love ha.e oght d o so, 
Now asketh, I wol praie yow : 
For elles I wot ncvere bow 
Of Falssemblant that I have gilt. 

1\fi Sone, and slthen that thou wilt 
That I scbal uc; gabbe nogbt, 
Bot tell if evcre was thi thoght 
With Falssemblant and eovenwe 
To wite of e.ny creature 
How that he was with love bd • • So were he sori, were he gl:td, 
Whan that thou wistest bow it were, 
AI that he rounede in thin Ere 
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Thou told est fonh in other place, P. l 225 [ F •u•.Scaa ........ ) 
To setten him rro loves grace 
or wh.1t womman that thee best listc, 
Ther ns noman his conseil wlste 
Bot thou, be whom be w:~s deceived 
Of love; and from his pourpos weyved; 19;• 
And thoghtest that his destourbance 
Thin oghne eau.e scbolde avance, 
As who saith, ' I :>m so celec; 
Ther mai no mannes privete 
Be heled half oo wei as myn.' 
Art thou, mi SoueJ of such engin? 
Tell on. 

Mi goode fader, nay 
As for the more port I say; 
Bot of somdiel I am beknowc; 
That I mai otonde in thilke rowe ·~ 
Amonges hem that Saundres use. 
I wol me noght tberof excuse, 
Tbot I with such colour ne steyne, 
Whan I my beste Semblant (eigne 
To my felawh, til that I wot 
AI his conteil bothe cold and hot : 
For be tho.t cause I make him chiere, 
Til I his love knowe and hiere ; 
And if so be myn bene soucheth 
That oght u ttto my ladi toucheth '97• 
or love tb>t he wol me tellc; 
Anon I renne unto the welle 
And cute w;uer in the (yr • 
So th>t his carte amidd the Myr, 
Be th21 1 have his conscil knowe, P. L 226 
FuloOe sithe I overthrow<; 
Wb>n th>t he wenetb best to stonde. 
Bot this l do you understondc; 
Ir that • mnn love elles where, 
So that my ladi be noght there, 198• 

And he me telle, I wole it h ide; 
Ther scbal no word ascape aside; 
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·~ CONFESSIO AAIANTIS 
(F.uu.S..••wn.) For with decdpte ol no scmblant 

To him breke I no covenant; 
Me likcth noght in other pl<lce 
To Jette noman of his grace, 
Ne forto ben inquisitif 
To knowe an cxher nunnes liC: 
Wber that he Jove or love noght, 
ThAt toucheth nothing to my thoght, 
Bot nl it posseth thurgh myn Ere 
Riht •• a thing thot nevere were, 
And ;. foryete and leid beside. 
Bot i( it touche on eny side 
Mi mdi, .. I have er spokea, 
Myn £res ben noght thanne Ioken; 
For certes, wb.'\nne thAt be:titt, 
My will, myn herte nnd ol my win 
Ben fully set to herkne and spire 
Wh•t eny man wol speke of hire. 
Th01 have I feigned oompaigrue 
FuloRe, for I wolde aspic 
What thing it is thot eny man 
Tello of mi worthi l•dy can: 
And for tuo couses I do this, 
The ferste cause wherof is,-
If thAt I myhte ofherkne and seke 
That eny man or bi.., mispeke, 
I wolde excuse ru.., so fully, 
Ttun whan sche wist it inderly, 
Min hope scholde be the more 
To have bir tb:mk ror everemore. 

ThAt other cause, I you ...,..,, 
Is, why that I be coverture 
H•ve feigned sembbnt oRe time 
To hem that possen alday byrne 
And ben lovers als wei ILS I, 
For this 1 weene trewely, 
Tb.11 ther i• or hem aile non, 
That lbei ne Ioven everieb on 
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LIBER SECUNDUS •8s 
1\li l•di: for sothliche I lieve (F•u.c·S•••._.!<T.] 
And durste seuen it in prieve, 
Is non so wys thnt scholde asterte, 
Bot he wue: Justles in his bene, 
Forwby and he my mdi sibe, 
Hir ,·is;tge and hir goodlych ybe, 
Bot he hire Joo;ede, er he wcme. 
And for that such is myn entente, 
Thn.t is the cause of myn aspie, 
Why that I (eigne compoignie ••lO 
And moke fel<lwe overnl; 
For gladly wolde I knowen oi 
And · holde me covert al ... y, 
That J fulone ye or noy 
Ne listc nosuere in eny wlse, P. i. 228 
Dot (eigne semblant as the wise 
And berkne tales, til I knowe 
M i l.tdi lovers oi •rowe. 
And whanne I hkre how thci have wrogbt, 
1 fare os tbogh I herde it nogbt •••• 
And as l no word understode i 
llot that is nothing for here goode : 
For lie,·eth wel, the sothe is this, 
Tbot whanne I knowe .r how it is, 
I wol bot forthren hem • lite, 
llot al the worste I con endite 
I telle it to my lltdi pmt 
In forthrioge of myn oghne astat, 
And hindrc hcon nl thut evere I may. 
Bot for nJ tbtu yit d..tlr 1 say, lOSO 

I finde unto miself no bote. 
Althogh myn herte nedes mote 
Tburgh suengthe or love .r that I hiere 
Di$C<Were unto my lr.~di dic:re: 
For in good fcith I have tto .miht 
To hele fro dut swete wibt, 
I( th>t it touebe hire eny thing. 
llot this wot wd the hevene king, 
Tb>t sitben ferst thi> world began, 
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Unto non other str.1nge m:tn ,o6o 
Ne feigned I aemblaot ne chiere, 
To wite or axe o( his matier~ 
Thogh that he lovede ten or tuel..., 
'Ybanne it wu noght my l.tdi selve : 
Bot if be wolde axe eny red P. I. 22~ 
Al onlieh of his oghoe bed, 
How he with other love ferde, 
His talea wit.b myn Ere I herde, 
Bot to myo h~e c:un it noght 
Ne Sllnk no deppere in my thoght, >o)o 
Dot hield eonseil, as I was bede, 
And tolde it ncvere in other etede, 
Bot let it p:wen "' it com. 
Now, Cad<r, uy what is tJK dom, 
And bou thou wolt that I be peined 
For such S<mblant as I hAve feigned. 

Mi Sooe, if reson be wei peised, 
Ther mai no v<rru ben uopreised 
Ne vice non be set in pris. 
Forth~ my Sone, if thou be wys, •o8o 
Do oo viser upon thi face, 
Which as wol noght thin hertc embrace: 
For if t.bou do, withinne a throwe 
To othre men it schal be knowe, 
So mibt thou libtli falle in blame 
And lese a gret p:ut of thi name. 
And natbeles in this degree 
Fulofie time thou myht se 
Of suche men th>t no" aday 
This vice stttt.n in a say : , 090 
I speke it (or no mannes blame, 
Bot forto wa.rne thee the stme. 
Mi Sone, as I m•i biere tnlkc 
Tn every pl•cc where I wolke, 
I not if it be so or non, P . 1. 230 
Bot it is manye daies gon 
Th•t I fent hcrde telle th.is, 
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How Fnlssemblnnt bath ben nnd is 
Most comunly fro yer to ycro 
With hem th•t duclle omong ous here, 
or sucbe :1$ .. e Lombordes calle. 
For thei ben the slyeste of olle, 
So as men sein In toune aboute, 
To (eigne and scbewe thing without!! 
\Vhicb is revers to that withinne: 
Wberof that thei fulofie winne, 
Wban thei be reson scbolden lese; 
Thei ben the lnste and yit thei chese, 
And we the ferste, 3tld yit behindc 
We gon, there as we scholden finde 
The profit of oure ogbne lond: 
Thus gon thei fre withoute bond 
To don her profit ol >1 l>rge, 
And othre n>en bere at the ch>rge. 
Of Lombard' unto this covine, 
Whiche olle londes conne engine, 
M:oi Falssembbnt in special 
Be lik:·ned, for thei o\•cnl, 
Wher as they thenkcn forto duelle, 
Among hcmsclf, so as thei tellc, 
Ferst ben enformed forto lcrc 
A croft which cleped is Fo erere: 
For i( Fa crere eome aboute, 
Thanne afterward hem slant no doute 
To voide with n soubtil hond 
The beste goodes of the lond 
And bringe cbaf and 12ke com. 
\Ybere as Fa cr= goth toforn, 
J n oil his we.ie be fynt no lette ; 
Thot Pore can non huisshcr ~Chette 
In which him list to tnke entre: 
And thus the eonseil most secre 
Of c-·ery thing Fa crete knoweth, 
Which into otnnge pb.ee be bloweth, 
Where a.s he wot it ma_i most grie\'e. 
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a.te beneuolencie 3pc:· 
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rat qualitcr HttCUJn, 
tllrn i1n.e quoddam 
nulliYih1tuilllvad:t.IIOh 
noull, cum DeiamirA 
tran.amcareprt~po!WIIJ 

supcnacnh. o:s NC$$Us 
c~ ob ;atQicidam 
Hetcul.b,vt dWt, Dc:l· 
anirall'l in vln.u suas 
5U.SC1f>ltt\l I ran~ ripam 
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:statlm nm ad Utua 
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Hertull.&a&portan: fu. 
gic.n.t tolll.batur; per 
quod non ~urn ipsi 
xttti.a. llcmdi t.DOI'• 
tis hCfttom fom&AI 
po$tmodum causauit. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And thus Fa crere trulktb believe, 
So that (ulofte he h>th deceived, 
Er that be mai ben apem:ivecL 
Thus is this vice forto drede ; 
For who these olde bokes rede "i• 
Of suehe ensamp!es as were ar, 
Him oghte be the more war 

or aile tho that fcigne chiere, 
Wherof thou schAit n lllle hicrc. 

Of F•lssemb13nt which is believed 
FIJI many a worthi wiht is grieved, 
And was long time cr we wer bore. 
To thee, my Sone, I wol Lherfore 
A tnle telle of Folssemblnnt, 
Which falseth m.1ny a CO\'en:a.nt, uso 
And many a fraude of fili conscil 
Ther ben hangende upon his S<:il: 
And that oboghten gulteles 
Bothe Deianire and Hercules, 
The whiche in gret dcsese folio P. I. 232 
Thurgh Falssembl.tn~ as I schal telle. 
Wh.:an Hercules withinne a throwe 
AI only hath his herie throwe 
Upon this faire Oeianire, 
It f<ll him on a dni desiro, u6o 
Upon :a Rivere u he stod, 
Tbnt pnsse be wolde over the ftod 
Withoute bot, And 1vitb him lede 
His love, bot he was in drede 
For tondresce of thnt sw.-ete wih~ 
For he knew noght the fordo ~ttihL 
•'fher was a Geant tbanne nyll, 
Which Nessus bihte, and wh•nne he s ih 
This Hercules nnd Oeimyre, 
\\'ithinne his hme be gan conspire, ";o 
As be which thurgh his trichoric 
Bath Hercules in gret em•ie, 
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Which he tm in his berte loke, 
And th>nne be thogbte it schal be wroke. 
Bot h< ne donte natheles 
Ayein this worthi "H ercules 
Faile in ddlOt 38 forto fe1hte ; 
Bot fcignetl• Sembl3nt al be slcihte 
or frondschipe and of aile goode. 
And comth where as tbei bothe stode, 
And ma'kth h~m al the chierc he c:m, 
And soith that ns here ogbne mnn 
He is al redy fotto do 

w!o 

What thing be mol; ond it feU so 
Tbot thei upon his Semblnot triste, 
And :~.:cen him if that he wistc 

P . I. 233 

\\'h;at thing hen1 were best to done, 
So that thei mihten snuf nnd sone 
The water passe. he and sche. 
And whttn Neuu.s lhc privete 
Kne''-' of here hcrte what it mente, 
As he that was of double entente, 
lie mode hem riht o glad '-i.soge; 
And wlutnne he herde of the p>ssnge 
or him nnd hire, he tbogbtc guile, 
And fcignctb Scmblnnt Cor n while 
To don hem piCSAnce nnd servise, 
Bot he thogbte al on otber wise. 
Thi• Ntuus with hise wordes slrhe 
Vnf such conscil tofore here yhc 
\Vhich semeth outword proAbble 
And w;u witbinnc de:cei\"::.bte. 
Re bod hem of the Stremes depe 
Thot thei be war ond take kepe, 
So as thei knowe noght the p~u•; 
Bot fono hclpc in such n C!L1, 
He seith himself that Cor here ese 
He wolde, if thnt it mihte Item plese, 
The p.1ssage or the water t3kc, 
And (or this lodi undertake 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

To bcre unto that other s troode 
And sauf to sette hire up olonde, 
And Flercules moy thanne al•o 
The weie lcnowe how be sehol go: 
Apd berto tbei acotdeo aile. 
Bot whlu :u af~r schal ¥•lie, 
Wei poyd wao Hercules of this, 
And this Ceont olso glad is, 
And tok this Jodi up nlone 
And set hire on hi• scbuldre softe, 
And in tbe flod began to wade, 
As he which no gruoehinge made, 
And bor hire over uuf ond sound. 
Bot whanne be stod on dreie ground 
And Hercules was fer behinde, 
He sctte his trowthc o.l out or mynde, 
Who so tberof be lief or loth, 
With Oeianyre and fonh be goth, 
As he that tboghte to disseverc 
The compaignie of hem for evere. 
Whan Hercules therof tok hiede, 
Ab rnste as C\•e.re he mihte him spiedc 
He hyeth ofier in • throwe; 
And hapnetb that he hadde a howe, 
The whi<;h in aile haste be bende, 
As he that " olde an Atwe scnde, 
Which be tofore hodde envenimed. 
He hath so wet his schote timed, 
TI>at he him thurgh the bodi sn>etle, 
And thus tbe false wiht be lette. 

Bot lest now such a felonie: 
Wlun Nessu• wiste he scbolde die, 
He tok to Oei:lnyre his scherte, 

P. L 234 
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Which with the blod was of his bene 
Thurghout desteigned ovcral, P.l. 235 
And tolde boll' sche it kepe sebol 
AI prively to this entente, 
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That if hire lord his hene wente lD&tA,:otutA "'"n 
To love in eny other pl:ace, Naaut.) 
The scherte, he selth, hoth such n grace, us• 
That if sche mal 10 mochel make 
That he tbe schene upon him tU.e, 
He sc:bal aile othre lcte in vein 
J\nd tome unto hire Jo,·e ~ayein. 

Wbo was tbo gbd bot Deianyre? 
Hire Lhoghte hire herte wos nfyre 
'1~1 it was in hire cofre Joke, 
So that no word therof was spoke. 

The chies gon, the yercs passe, 
The bertes wuen bsse •nd lasse u6o 
or hem tbat ben co Jove untrewe: 
1'his Hercules with herte newe 
His love both sct on Eolctl, 
And thcrof spiekcn aile men. 
This Eolen, this fairc maide, 
Was, :u men thilke time saide, 
The kinges dowhter of Eurice; 
And sche made Hercules so nyce 
Upon hir Love and so assote, 
That he him clotheth in hire cote, HiO 

And sche in his wu clothed ofte; 
And tbus fiebleoce is set alofte, 
And strengthe was put under fote, 
Thcr can noman thcrof do bote. 
Whan Ocianyre hoth herd. tbis speche, P. I. •a6 
·rher wa.s no sorwe forto secbe: 
or other hclpe wot sche non, 
Bot goth unto hire cofre anon; 
With wepende yhe ond woful berte 
Sche tok out thilke unh>ppi schertc, u!to 

As sche that wende wei to do, 
And broghte hire wcrk oboute so 
Thot Hercule• this schcrtc on dede, 
To •uch entente u she was bede 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Of N essus, so as I S<>ide er. 
Bot therof was !<>he noght the ner, 
As no fortune may be weyved; 
With Falss<:mblant !<>he was deceived, 
That ,.ban scbe wendc best have wonne_ 
Scbe lost :tl that sche bath begonne. "90 
For thilke schene unto the bon 
His body sene afyre a.non, 
And clevetb so, it nui noght twinne, 
For the \'enym that was therinnc. 
And he tlunne 3.5 A wilde man 
Unto tbe hibe wode he ron, 
And as the Clerk Ovide telleth, 
The grete <res to grounde he felleth 
With Strengthe nl of his oghne myght, 
And nude on huge fyr uprlht, >Joo 

And lepte himself thcrlnne at ones 
And brende him botbe Oeissh ond bones. 
Which thing cam al tburgh Falssemblont, 
That false Neosus the Cennt 
liade unto him and to his wif; P. i. 237 
Wherof that be bath lost his li(, 
And scbe sori for e-\·etemo. 

Fortbi, my Sone, er thee be wo, 
I rede, be wei war therfore; 
For whnn so gret a man was lore, 2Jio 
It oghtc yive a grct con~lptc 
To warne :tile otl1re of such dcceiptc. 

Gr.:mt mercy, filder, I orn war 
So fer that I nomore dar 
Of Falssemblant t."lke aqueintancc; 
Bot ratbere I wol do penallcc 
Th3t I have feigned chi<re er thts. 
Now axeth forth. what so thcr i.s 
Or that belongeth to my schrlfte. 

~li Sone, )it ther is the fifie 2Jto 
Which is conceived of Envie, 
And cleped is Suppbntarie, 
Thurgh whos oomp:wement and guile 
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Ful mony • nun hatb lost his while 
In love als -·el as otberwise, 
H icrafitr as I scbal devise. 

''· /JmitiMI alttriws 1.JI Sllpp!an/4/or AelfiJris, 
£ lt1to VIlli t •rrlal (Vbttilfo sfl6t.Ms aral. 
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Slc ru61illt tJma111 alium supp!anla/ ontanlt>Ht, 
1;·1 tdpit ()((u/1,, lJW(J{{ lf~tJUt'l i'/Jse palll1fl ~· 

StfVgltt mjtj/Q.Hitllf.l t'n plan/an: plonlal fiiiUJril, 

(2ulNI /Jullll 1it jJrojJ.rlis al11r Jw.bcre 6oni1. 

The vice of Supplonmcioun 

(v. SurPLA)fTA:ti-.).S..] 

fli c t ractat Con(cs.• With many a (:Lis coll.acioun, 
Which he consplrcth al unknowe, 
Full of\e tirne hath overthrowe 
The worschipe o! an other nun. 
So wei no liC awayte con 

P I 8 aor de quin1a spttie 
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Ayein his sle.yhtc: fono c35tt:, 
Th>t he his pourpos ote wte 
Ne h:uh,. e:r that it be wit.b.set. 
Uot most or aile his herte is set 
In court upon these gre:te Offices 
or dignitees and benefices: 
Thus goth he wi1h his sleyhte oboute 
'To hindre nnd se:howye nn other outc J~-4o 
And stonden with his s lyh coonpas 
In stede there ttn other was; 
1\nd 10 to sette himselven inne, 
He rccchc:th noght, be so he winnc, 
or thnt an other man schal lese, 
And 1hus fulofte chalk for chcsc 
H e chongeth with rul litcl COOl, 

Wherof an other batb tbe lost 
And he the profit scbal receive. 

cuhor, priW5qU.a.m per · 
ciplatur,lllic:nc digni· 
UIJ.t ct of.'u:u mu!t~ 
\'icns int~ a.istit. 

For his rortune is tO decch·c IJ!O 

And fono chnnge upon tbe whd 
His " '0 "·ith othre mennes wei : 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

or that an other mon ovoletb, 
His ogbne utat thus up be baleth, 
And ukth the bridd to his beyete, 
Wher othre men the buioshes betc. 

Ml Sone, and in the some wise 
Tber ben Ioven or such emprise, 
That scbapen hem to be relieved 
Where it is wrong to ben achieved : 
For it is other mannes riht, 
Which be hsth taken dai and niht 
To kepe for his oghnc Stor 
Toward himself (or ever'=mor. 
And is his propre be the lnwe, 
Which thing that :ueth no felawe, 
I r love holde his CO\'CnOOt. 
llot thei that worcb en be supplaunt, 
Vit wolden thei a man aupplaunte, 
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And take a port of tbilke plauote 'Jl" 
Which be bath for bimseh·e set : 
And so fuloftc is a t unknet, 
Thot som man wenetb be riht fast. 
For Supplant with his slyhe cast 
Fulofte bappneth forto mowe 
Thing whieh an other mnn futh sowe, 
And nuktb comun of proprete 
With sleibte and with soubtilitc, 
As men uu.i se (ro yu co yere. 
Thus c leymeth he the bot to stiere, , 3so 
or which :-n other ma.istcr i$. 

Forthi, my Sone, if thou er this 
Hast ben of such professioun, 
Oiscovere thi confessioun : 
Host thou sU(IIllantt'<l eny mllJl? 

For oght that I you telle <:an, 
Min boli fader, as of the dede 
I am witbouten cny drcde 
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AI gulteles; bot of my thoght P . I. 2.40 (Sur•uHT•Tio•.J 
)Ji conscience excuse 1 noght. -:390 
For were it wrong or "''ere it riht, 
Me lakketh nothing bote myht, 
Tb:lt I ne wolde Ionge er this 
or other nanne. Jo,·e ywiss 
lle weie of Supplantacioun 
Have mad apropriacioun 
And holde thai I nevere bogbte, 
Thogh it >n other nun fortboshte. 
And al this speke 1 bot or on, 
1:or whom I lett nlle othre gon ; :r-4oo 
!lot hire I mai noght over(lQJSC, 
Tbot I ne mot >lwey compassc, 
Me roshte noght be what queintise, 
So th3t l n1ihtc in eny wise 
Fro suche that mi bdi serve 
Hire hene make forto swerve 
Withoutcn eny p3n of lO't'e. 
For be the goddes alle above 
t wotde it mihte so be(alle, 
That 1 al one scholde hem .Ue •••• 
Suppbnte, and welde hire at mi wille. 
And that thing m•i l noght fulfille, 
Bot if I seholdc l trengthe nu.ke ; 
And that I dar nogbt undertake, 
Thogh I were :u; was Alisoundre, 
For thtrof mihte ru-ise. skl:mndre i 
And certes that scbol 1 do nevere, 
For in good feith yit h>dde I le•·ere 
In my simpltsee fono die, P . i. 241 
Th:.n worche such SuJ>plnntnrie. ,,.Jo 
or otherwise r wol noght seie 
Ttut if I founde a se.kcr we.ie, 
I wolde as for oonclusioun 
\Vorche after Supplamncioun, 
So hihe tt 10\'C forto winne. 
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<lcl• l1tcrApmenon 
d., ••nore nruclde 
;\c:hi11C'm1~t Dion•edt!l 
d~ amorc Crlaeldc 
1'roUtna aupplu.tauiL 

{GnA \31'0 AM .. m 
ftUO.K.) 

Qu;~Htu Amphhri· 
on ll(l(hml :11111m Cc· 
tllm, ljUi Nmeei:JJm 

CONFESSIO A MANTIS 

!\ow, (3.der, if th."lt this be Sinne, 
I am at rt<ly to r<dresce 
The gilt or which I me conreue. 

Mi goode Sone, RS or Supplont 
Thee thar noght dr<de tant ne quan~ 
As for nothing that I h••~ herd, 
Bot only that thou hast misrerd 
Thcnkcndc, and th>t me like th noght, 
For godd beholt o mannes thogh~ 
Am! if thou underotode in soth 
In loves Q.use v.·h:u it doth1 

A m:tn to ben n: Supplnntour, 
Thou woldest for thin oghne honour 
lk double weie l3\e kepe : 
Ferst for thin oghne nsl3t to kcpe, 
To be thlself so wei bcthoght 
That thou supplanted ~·ere noght, 
And ek for worschipc or thi name 
T0\\11rdcs otbre do the same, 
And sofrren C\'ery man ha\>C his. 
Bot n:nhcles it w...s nnd is. 
Th3t in a "7.Yt :n :.lie 4$$3ies 
Supplant of lo\'e in oure dai~ 
The lief fulofte for th• le·- re P I Q - " . • 4• 
F'orsakt.h, rmd so it h11.th don eve.re. 

En=nple I 6nde therupon, 
At Troi~ how tb:lt Apmenon 
Supplnntcde the worthi knyht 
Achilles of th:u sw<re wiht, 
\Vhich n.amed "'':IS Brexeida; 
And also of Criseido, 
Whom TroHus to love cbes, 
SUJ>planred haoh Diom<des. 

Of Ge1:1 and Amt>hiorion, 
That whilom weten hothe as on 
or freodschipe •nd or eompaignie, 
l redo how ohot Supplnntarie 

.,6o 

LI BER SECUNOUS 

In love, a.s il betidde tho, 
Jle&uiled b3th on or hem tuo. 
For this Geta th>t l of noeene, 
To whom the lusti f-aire Ahneene 
Assured w:tS be weie o( love, 
\\'han he best wende h.ve hen abo\'t 
And sikerest of that he hadde, 
Cupido so the cnuse·bddc, 1470 

That whit he W3.S out of the weie, 
Amphitrion hire lo·ve a•·eie 
Hoth l3ke, and in this forme he wroghte. 
Be n)•hte unto the chnmbre he soghte, 
Wher tha.t scht lay, and ''dtb 3 wyle 
lie contrefeteth for the .. ·hylc 
'Mle vois o{ Cete in such a wise. 
Th01 01nde hire of hire bedd orise, 
Wenende thllt it were he, P. i. 243 
And let him in, and 'C'ban thei be , .. so 
Tog<dre abcdde in ormes faste, 
This Get:t crun thanne :ue b.ste 
Unto the Dore nnd seidc, • Undo.' 
1\nd sche ansuerde and bod him go, 
.\nd scide how that •bedde a! warm 
Hir lief h1)• naked in hir arm; 
Sche wende that it were soth. 
Lo, wh>t Supplont or lo•·e doth : 
This Gel3 forth hej:aped wente, 
t\nd yh ne wiste be wh.1l It mente ; :~go 
A mphitrion him hath supplnnted 
With sleyhoe of lo• .. >nd hire enchountcd : 
And thus put every mon out other, 
The Schip or love hath IMt his Rother, 
So that "be can no reson 1tiere. 
And forte speke of thiJ motier< 
Touchcnde lo•·e •nd his Supplant, 
.'\ to.le which is acord:anl 
Unto thin li:re 1 thenke cnforme. 
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Hfc in amort. c:aua.a 
contn. hudf:m d~ 
doo-'s ponit Con(~ 
ucmplum. Et ftatrat 
de quodut Romanl 
Jmp.nuort, filio, qui 
probltat~ a rmor\lm 
super OIIUifa t'XC'C:,... 
Cc~ alrect~.ns n6CI· 
c.nte palre \'hta mu~ 
In pattf!S Pee~ ad 
cft"Xrvi:cndca Sold&· 
noaupr.r~aun 

.ol~ mUitc: tanqua .. 
110<10 3UO Jgri0Clb IC 
t ra.Jutulit. Et c::•m ip
a.ius mllicie faft:laau~r 
alios ibidem celsior 
&C"C-reuissc:t,~ntirit l.il 
Jn qYOdambeUoconcra 
CaJjphuiD Etipti inJto 
Sokf.aaceaa,;t.tamo,... 
lllllikrl'U!neftlus, pri· 
u»quarn mO~ft"tur 

qut'.ncbm anuham Alie 
.,,,e 3«1"e'H$Simum btl 
nobill Romano ln.dl· 
dis, dicens quaJher 
fllla .!lua ~iub patcmc 
btncdtedonts vincu.Jo 
• diwata cs&, q.od qui. 
<wmqw: did.WD anu.. 
111m tia.itr;n-ct,if*lmin 
C'On i ••~mpn!oconibus 
tuxipe.ffi:. Dc.funcco 
ll\lltm Soldano, ~I"I'IJ 
CiultAtcm qnt: Kalre 
dl.:ltur ilinc.runtct ls:to 
Rotonu.s commilhonl 
&UO hui\LJ m.i.ste:ril ac. 
cr.:t•m rwdauic; qui 
~ntcr- a barsa do,. 
mrn. •i an\llwn fwto 
wrripicn.s. btt qu~ 
audmit mui proprio 
fAia.lslllnl.a SupplaniA· 
clone applie~tuit, t:t 
l iC' ~oeru~U pro do.mlno 
dc.poruata slbi Sol· 
dani filL& C:Oron&IUI 
p~,...e qa.auit. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Now herlc:ne, for tbi.s is the forme. 

or thilke Cite chief or :>!lc 
Which rneo Jbe noble Rome calle 
Er it was ~ to Cristes feith ' • 
Ther was, as •be Cronique seith, 
An Emperour, the which it 1.\dde 
l n pes, that he no wenes bad de : 
Ther was· nothing desobei,...nt 
Which was tO Rome >ppourtenant; 
Bot nl was tomed into reste. 
To some it thogbte for Jhe beste, 
To some it thoghte nothing so, 
And that was only unto tho 
WhO$ hertc stod upon knyhthode : 
Bot most or allc of his nlllnhode 
The wortbi Sone of thernperour 
\Vhich v.·olde ben 3 wcneiour • 
As he thot w:J.S chinlerous ' 
Of worldes fame and desirous 
Began his f.'ldrc Jo bc:scchc ' 
That he the werres mihte scche, 
In stmnge Marches fona ride. 
H is fader seide be scholdc abide, 
And woldc gnnten him no le•·e: 
Bot he, which wolde noght bele•'e, 
A kniht of his to whom be triste 
So thn.t his fa.dc.r nothing wiste, • 
He tok and tolde him his cornge 
Th>t he pourposeth n vi•ge. ' 
If that fortune with him stonde, 
He seide bow that he 1I'Oide fonde 
The grete See to passe unlrnowe, 
And there obyde• for • throwc 
Upon Jhc wenes to trnYUile. 
And to Jhis point withoutc foile 
This knilu, wban he hath herd his lord, 
r. swore, and Slant of his acord, 
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LIBER SECUNOUS 

As thei that bothe yonge were ; 
~o thnt in prive conscll there. 
Thei ben assented forto wende. P. i. 245 
And tberupon to mllkt :.n ende, 
Traor ynowb with hem thei token, 
And whan the time is best thei Ioken, 
Thnt sodeinliche in • Calcie 
Fro Romclond tbei wente here weie 
And londe upon that other side. 
The world feU so thot ilke tide, 
Which e've hise happes both diverse. 
The ~· Soldan thonne of Pene 
Ayein the Caliphe of Egipte 
A werre, which that him beclipte, 
1 loth in a. M:ttche costel:tnt. 
And he, which W!I.S a. J>Oursuin.nt 
Worschipe of •nnes to 3\teigne, 
This Romein, let anon ordeigne, 
Tlut he was rcdi e•·crydel: 
t\nd whan he .....,... omied wei 
or every thing whkh him belongeth, 
Str:~ght unto Knire his wcie he fongcth, 
Wher he the Soldon Jllllnne fond, 
And axeth thot withinne his lond 
He mihte him for Jhe werre serve, 
As he which wolde his thonk dese"·e. 

The Soldan wM riht gL1d with •1. 
i\nd wei the more ln special 
Wh:an that be wis le he wn.s Romein ; 
Bot what w;u; ellts 1n ccrtein, 
ThM mibte he wite be no weie. 
And thus the kniht of whom I seie 
ToWllrd the Sold.1n is belen, 
And in the M.lln::hcs no"' and en, 
\Vher thnt the dedH werre$ were, 
He wroghte such \:nihlhode there, 
Th•t e~·ery m:m spak of him good. 
And thilke time so it Jlod, 
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CONF£SSIO AMANTIS 

This mihti Soldnn be his wif 
A Dowhter both, th>t in this Iff 
Men seiden the.r w:tS non so fair. 
Sche scholde ben bir fndcr hnir, 
And w:u of ytres ripe yf\0'1\·h : 
Hire beaute many an hene drowh '!I~ 
To bowe unto that like lawc 
-fro which no Jif mai be withdruwe, 
And lh:at is )0\'t, whos n:tture 
Set llf and dcth in ovcnturc 
or hem thot knybthode undertake. 

This lusti peine both O\"ertake 
The herte o( this Romein so sore, 
That to knihthode more and more 
Prouesce ll\'2nteth his oorage. 
.Lich to the l..eoun in his r;~gc, 2!?0 
Fro whom tMt a.He beaus Oe, 
Such was the knybt in his degre : 
\Vher he was armed in the felcl, 
Ther dorste non abide his sc:held; 
Cret pris upon the werre be bodde. 
Bot sche which al the ebnnce lndde, 
Fortune, schop the March<$ so, 
Tbot be th:uscnt of bothe tuo, 
The Soldan nnd the Caliphe eke, P . i. '47 
llataille upon a dai thei seke, •6co 
Which was in such a wise set 
That lengere scholde it noght be let. 
Tbei made htm stronge on every side, 
And wbon it drowh IO'II'llrd the tide 
Tbat the baUiille scholde be, 
The Soldon in gret privete 
A goldring of his dowhter tok, 
And made hire swerc upon a hok 
And e.k upon the goddes lllle, 
That if fortune so befalle 1610 

In the baUiillc that be deie, 
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11rot sche schol thilke man obeie 
And u ke him LO hire housebonde, 
Which thilke .. me Ring to honde 
Hire scholde bringe ofier his dcth. 
Tbis hotb sche swore, and forth he gcth 
With al the poue< of his land 
Unto th~ Mnrche, where he fond 
His enemy full embat>illed. 

The Soldan both the feld :usuled : 
11H!:i th.:t.t ben h:trd)' sone MStmblen, 
Wherof the dredfull hertes trcmblen : 
That on sk:th. :md that othtt sten·eth, 
Bot nbo .. ·e u.ne his pris descrvcth 
This knihtly Romein ; where he rod. 
His dedly owe<d noman ohod, 
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Ayein the which was no defence; 
Egipte ftcdde in his presence, 
And thei of Pe~ upon the cba~ 
Poursuitn : hot I not what grnce 

P.l. <48 

&fell, an Arwc out or • howe 
AI sodeir.ly that ilke throwe 
The Soldan • mot, nnd thcr he loy : 
'J'hc choee is left Cor thilke doy, 
And he ""' bore into • tente. 

~rhc Sold."Ln sih how that it wentc, 
And that he scholde •lgate die; 
And to this knyht of Romonie, 
As unto him whom he most tristc, 
His Dowbttr Ring. tlmt non it wiste, 
He tok, :tnd toldc him lll the cas. 
Ur)Qn hire oth wh:tt toknc it wns 
or tbot schc: scholde ben his wif. 
\\'bon this was seid, the henes lif 
or I his Soldnn dcpnrtcth ll()llC; 

And therupon, as w:1s to done, 
'!'be dede body wei and foire 
Thei carie til thei come nt Kaire, 
Whor he •• .,. worthily begra•·c. 

'11le lordes, whiche as "-olden save 
g633 tht,t ilkc.] wiplnne a D ®.t9 \Vhcr) 11u:r U 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

The Regne which w>s desolat, 
To btinge it into good astat 
A pulement thei aeue a.non. 
Now herkne whot fell therupon : 
This yonge lord, this worthi kniht 
or Rome, upon the 03me niht 
Th3t tbei amorwe uete scltolde, 
Unto his B.1cbeler he tolde 
His consei~ •nd the Ring with al P . 1. "19 
H e scbc .. etb, thurgh which thnt he schol, •6Go 
He scith, the kinges Dowhter wedde, 
For 10 lhe Ring was leid to •edde, 
He tolde, into hir f•dcr hond, 
That with whAt man that schc it fond 
She scholde him toke to hire lord. 
And this, he seith, stoot o f record, 
Bot noman • or who hath this Ring. 

This Bacbeler upon this thing 
His Ere nnd his entente lcide, 
And thoghte more thanne he seide, •6;• 
And fcigncth with a Ws visoge 
Thnt be was glad, bot his coroge 
Wms nl set in an other wise. 
These olde l'hilosophres "ise 
Thei writen upon thilke while, 
That he mni best a man beguile 
In whom the nun h11th mosl creder1ce ; 
And this befell in evidence 
To•·ord this yonge lord of Rome. 
His llacheler, which hadde tome, •U• 
Wh•n that his lord be nihte slepte, 
This Ring, the which his maister ktpte, 
Out of his Pours owey he dede, 
And putte a.n other in lbe s ttde. 

Amor..e, whan the Court is set, 
The yonge l•di wu forth fet, 
To whom the lordcs don homage, 
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S..ldan Ho o618 Jous AM - t-c AJYCECilo 
SAdlloA. FWKH1 tbome L come: M.Ht.XR ' 

LIBER SECUNDUS 

And oner thnt or Mnringe 
·1nei trete ::md :a.xen of h.ir wilJe. 
llot sche, which thoghte to fu1611e 
Hire f11dcr heste in this matiere, 
Seide openly, that men m::.l hierc, 
T he ch•rge which hire fnder bad. 

Tho was this Lord or Rome glad 
And drowh t.on.rd his Poun 2non, 
Bot a.l for nogbt, it w:as a.gon : 
His Bneheler it hooh forthdrnwe, 
And oxeth tber upon the lo•·e 
That sche him bolde CO\'tnanL 

The tokne was so sufficant 
Thnt it ne mihte be ro,..oke, 
And nntheles his lord hath toke 
Querc11e ayein his oghne man ; 
Bot for nothing th:u e,·ere be an 
He mihtc os thanne noght ben herd, 
So that his cleym i5 unansuerd, 
And he both or his pourpos rniled. 

This B•cheler wu tho cons:liled 
And ,.'t<fded, and or thilke Empire 

P. i. 250 

•6<./o 

2700 
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And ol the lond him hath received ; 
Wh.,-of his lord, whieh was dccei\·ed, 
A sd:nesse er the thriddc morwe 
Conceived hath of dedly sorwe: 
And •• he loy upon his deth, 
Therwhile luon losoeth spcche and brcth, 
He scnde for the worthieste 
Of •I the lond •nd ek the best<. 
And tolde hem ol the sothe tho, P. i. ·~· 
Th:tt he was Sone nnd Heir nlso '1'o 
Or thcmpcrour of grcoe Rome, 
And how that thei tosedre come, 
This kniht and he; riht as it w:u, 
He tolde hem al the pleine ...,, 
And for thnt he his conseil tolde, 
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CONFESSIO A)IANTIS 

Tha.t other hilth :"1 that he wo1de, 
And he hath failed or his mcde: 
As ror the good he mkth non hiede, 
He s<ith, bot only of the lo•·e. 
Qf which he wcnde: have ben tlbo\'(, JiJO 
And therupon be lettre write 
He doth his fader (orto wite 
Of al this nutiere u it stod; 
And thonne with on henly mod 
Unto the lordes he bcsoghte 
To tclle his ladi how he l>ogbte 
Hire love, or which an other gbdeth ; 
And with that word his hewe f•deth, 
And seide, 'A die:u, my bdi '"'C:te.' 
'The: lif hath lost his k.indly lu!te, lHo 

.<\nd he lay ded •• eny ston ; 
Wheror was sory m•nyon. 
llol non or •lie "" .. oche. 

This false kn)•ht in his degree 
Aresced was .:~nd put in hold : 
For openly wban it ,.. .. told 
or the uesoun which is befo.lle, 
Tburghom the lond thei seiden aile, 
If it be 5oth that men •upposc, P. I. •s• 
His oghne untrowtbe him l!Cbal depose. •:so 
And fono seche •n cl'ide~ 
\Vith honour and gm re,·erenct, 
Wherof tl•ey miluen knowe an ende, 
To thcmperour anon thc.i sende 
The leu.-e which hiJ Sone wrot. 
And whon that he the sothe wot, 

To telle his ..,,..e is endeles, 
Bot yi[ in h.a.ne natheles 
Upon the tale which be berde 
His Stieword into Penoe ferde •rlio 
With m.ny a """hi Rornein "ke, 
His liege tretOur forto seke; 
And whan rhei thider come were., 
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This kniht him bath confessed thore 
How f.llsly that he b>th him bore, 
Wbcrof his wonbi lord ,..., lore. 
Tho seiden some he seholde deie, 
Bot yit thei rouodcn such n wcie 
That he schol noght be ded in Pe01e ; 
And thuJ the slcilcs ben diverse. 
lle cause that he ,..,. coroncd, 
And thnt the lond was nbondoned 
T o him, nhhogh it were unriht, 
Tber is no peine for him diht i 
Bot to tbiJ point and to this ende 
Thci gro.nten •el that he schol wende 
With the Romeins to Ron>e ayein. 
And thus ocorded ful and plein, 
The qwike body with the dede 
With le•·e uke fonh thci lede, 
Wher th•t Supplant bath his juiiC. 

Wherof th;~,t· thou &hec mibt ~wise 
Upon this enformacioun • 
Touebende or Supplantocioun, 
Thot thou, my Sone, do noght so: 
And forto t.ake biedc olso 
Whot Supplant doth in other h.'lve, 
Thtr is nomnn can finde a sah·e 
Pltinly to helen sueb • Sor; 
lt hath 3nd scha_l ben e,·eremor, 
\Vbom Pride is vo'ith Envie joint, 
He sorrreth nom:m in good point1 
Wher that he mai hiJ honom Jette. 
And thcrupon if 1 sebal seue 
Eru:uople, in holy chcr<:hc I findc 
How that Supplant iJ noght behinde ; 
God wot if that it now be so: 
For in Croniqut of time ago 
1 6nde a t.ale ooncordable 
or Supplont, which that is no f•blc, 
In the m:mere as 1 schal tclle, 
So .. whilom tbe thlngcs reue. 
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[Pon. BO~IPA(I,] 

HkponhConress.or 
eaempfum conlralatM 
ia <:a usa diphA d• ad .. 
qainende supplaata. 
Cofts. Ec n..,.., qua. 
liter Papa Bont:C.du:s 
predeceAOt""eaa 1uum 
Celcatinwn A PI'I:NilU 
c;oniecl~l.a cir(Qmuen. 
dooe (raud-.lentcr 
IIUpplu tauit. St-.t qui 
potc.otca a tcdc de
pon..it, buiusmodl ••P· 
plal)tadoai• (rwucfcm 
noa &UStinena., lJ*illl 
ak in tWfiMC ual• 
t.alwn pos.te• in p,. 
fundi c;an::erit tniJC· 
ri.am prole!, fAme que 
aJti c:ruciari, ll«non 
ct ab bulus vito cau. 
dits doJoroaa rnorte 
ea-pb.owi fhWI «~a· 
dusione pc:nabil. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

At Rome, as it hoth ofte fa!Je, 
The vicair general of nlle 
Or hem th>< lieven Cristes feith 
H is lute day, which non witbseith, 
Hatb schet as to the "'O<ld<$ ~. 
IYhos mme if I >eMl spe.;cfie, 
H e hlhte Pope Nicolos. P . I. 254 
And thus whan that he passed was, 2~1o 
The Cardinals, th:.t wolden P \'e 

The forme of lawe, in tbe conclave! 
Con forto chese • newe Pope, 
And .Cter tho.< rhei cowthc •grope 
Hoth ecb of hem seld his entente: 
Til ate rnste thei asscnte 
Upon an holy clerk reclus, 
Which full was o( gostli vertus; 
His pocience and biJ JimplC$50 
Hath set him into hih noblesse. .tKJo 

·rhus was be 'Pope anoni.ted, 
With gret honotu and introni.ed, 
And upun chance 11$ it is faUe, 
His ruunc Celt•$tin men cnllc; 
Which notefied wn• bo bulle 
To holi cberche and to the fulle 
In alle londcs magnified. 
Bot every worschipe is envied, 
And that was lhilke time sene: 
{•'or whan this Pope or whom 1 mccne JtiJO 
WAs ch""e, and orhre liCt beside, 
A Cardinal was thilke tide 
Which the popar Ionge hath desired 
And therupon gretli CODJpired; 
Bot wb.n he sih fortune is failed, 
J.'or which long time he hnth lmV3iled, 
Thnt ilke fyr which l£thna brenned> 
Thurghout his wofull hcrte renneth, 
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Which is resembled to Envie, P. t 255 [Po•a DoH.rAc:.r-.] 
Whcrof Supplont and 'tricherie 284o 

Engendred is ; and natJ1eles 
He feigneth love, he feignetb pes, 
Out ... rd he doth the reverence, 
Bot aJ withinne his coOJcience 
Thurgb fals ymagin•cioun 
He tbogbte Supplantatioun. 
And therupon a wonder •·yle 
He wroghte: for ot thilke whyle 
It fell so that of his lignage 
He hadde a clergoun of yong age, •S;o 
Whom he hath in his ch:unbre :ltT~ited. 

This Cardinal his time hath waited, 
1\nd with his wordes slyhe and queintc, 
The whiche he cowthe wysly pein<e, 
He schop thio clerk of which I telle 
Toward the Pope forto dueUe, 
So tbot withinne his ehambre anyht 
J lc bi, and wa,s 11 prive wyht 
Toward the Pope on nyhtes tide. 

Mni nomnn fle thnt S<hal betide. •86o 
Thio Cardinal, which thoghte guile, 
Upon a day whan be hatb while 
This )'onge clerc unto him tok, 
And made him swere upon a bok, 
And told him what his wille was. 
And forth withal a 'J'rompe of brao 
He hath him tnke, nnd bad him this: 
~Thou sehalt,' he seide, • wban time is 
A waite, and take ribt good kepe, P. l. •s6 
Whon that the Pope is wt aslepe •87• 
And th>t non 01her m•n be nyh; 
And th>nne tbat thou be so slyb 
ThurghouL the Trompe into his Ere, 
Fro hcvene as thogh n vois it were, 
To soune of such probcioun 
That he his meditacioun 

~ Jis tycnc: 8 ::IJ6s told 1\, 8, f tolde J 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Therof mni take and undel$tQnde, 
As thogb it were of goddL .. sonde. 
And in this wise thou scllalt seie, 
That be do thilke astllt aweie •SS. 
Of Pope:, in which be s:tant honoured, 
So schal his Soule he socoured 
Of thilke ~·orsehipe ate laste 
In he.,·ene which .scl1al cvc:rc haste.' 

This clerc, whan he hath hetd the forme 
How he the Pope scholde enforme, 
Tok of the Cardinnl his leve, 
And goth him hom, til it wns Eve, 
And prively the trompe he hedde, 
Til that the Pope w3J obedde. •'90 
And at the Midnyht, whan he knewh 
The Pope sleptc; tbanne he blewh 
Withinne his trompe thurgh the wal, 
And c.oldc in whilt ma.ncrc he .sctw 
His Papocie leve, and mkc 
His ferste >Sl4t : and thus aw:>ke 
This boli Pope be made thries, 
Wberof diverse fllllwies 
Upon his grete holinessc P. I. 257 
Withinnc his bene he ga.n imprcsse. 'Jg.ca 
The Pope ful of innOCC!nce 
Conceiveth in bis conscience 
That it is goddes wille he cess<; 
Bot in what wise he mny relesse 
His hihe astat, that wot ha noght. 
And thus withinne himself bethoght, 
He b3.t it stiUe in his mem.oire, 
Til he cam to the Consistoire; 
And there in presenoe or hem alle 
He nxeth, if it so befaJie 1910 

That eny Pope cesse wolde, 
How that the l:>.we it soffre scholde. 
Thei seten aile stille and berde, 
\Vas non which to the point ansuerde, 

1:1881 or wbieh •t, D wbkh E (JI. m,) r.1903 lt um. F' 
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}'Or tO what pourpos that it mCiltC [ Pore Bol!ltrACc.] 

'rher was noman knew his entente, 
Bot only be which scbop the guile. 

This Cardinal the same while 
AI openly with wordes pleinc 
Seith, if the Pope wolde ordeigne '9'o 
That ther be such a )awe wrogllt, 
Than mibte he cesse, and elles noght. 
And as be seide, don it was ; 
The Pope anon upon the cas 
Of his Pap:1l Autorite 
H3lh mad and yove the deere: 
And whan thlll 1ufe was con(e,rmed 
In due forme and nl affermed, 
This innocent, which W3J deceived, P. L 258 
Jiis Papacie anon hm.th weyved, 1930 

Renounced •nd resigned eke. 
That other was nothing to seke, 
llot ondemethe such • j•pe 
He hath so for bimseh·e sehape, 
That how as evere it him best-me, 
The ·Mitre with the Diademe 
He hath thurgh Supplautacion : 
And in his confirmacion 
Upon the fortune of hi• grace 
H is name is cleped Bonelac:e. •9•0 

Under the viser of Envie, 
I.,o, thus was hid the trichcric, 
Which b>th beguiled manyon. 
Bot such conseil tber mai be non, 
With treson whan it is conspired, 
That it nys lieh the Sparke fyred 
Up in the Rof, which for a throwe 
Lith hidd, til whnn the wyndes blowe 
It bl:>.seth out on every side. 
This Booelas, which c:1n noght byde •9so 
The tricberic or his Supplant, 
Hatb openly mad his avunt 
liow he the P•pacic hath wonne. 
!lot tbing which is with wrong begonne 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Mai nevere stonde wtl at ende; 
Wbcr Pride sch•l the bowe bend<, 
He schet fuloOe out of the weie: 
And thus the Pope of whom I seie, 
\Vban that he otod on hib the wbiel, P. I. 259 
He can nogbt soft're himself be wei. '96o 
Enrie, which is loveles, 
And Pride, which iJ bweles, 
With sueh tempeste mnde him erre, 
That cbnrite goth OUt of bene : 
So that upon misgow:mance 
Ayein Lowyz the king of France 
He tok querelle of his oulmge, 
And S<:ide he S<:holde don hommage 
Unto the cherchc bodily. 
Bot he, that wiste nothing why •n• 
He liCbolde do so grot serviS<: 
Arter the world in such a wise, 
Witbstod the wrong of that demande ; 
For noght the Pope mai comande 
The king wol noght the Pope obeie. 
This Pope tho be nile weic 
That he mai worche of violence 
Hath sent the bulle of his sentence 
With CU1$inge and with enterdit. 

The king upon this wrongful plyt, '95o 
To kepe his regne fro servage, 
Consciled was of his llarnage 
That miht with miht schal be withstonde. 
Thus was the cause cake on honde, 
And seiden lh3t the Papade 
Thei wolde bonoure and magnefie 
In al that evere is apirital; 
Bot tbillce Pride temporal 
Of llonef.1ce in his personc, P. I. ll6o 
Aycin that iJkc wrong al one 2990 
Thei wolde stonden in dehat: 
And thus the man and nogbt the stat 

'9:59 •• )e hib(c) whld I.Jl, cpoo the whdc W 
tf! hc.rrf! AM ou.t o( bcrtc ) 

tiBER SECUNDUS 2ll 

The F'rensehe scbopen be her miht [Pon Bo"'"'"·] 
To grieve. And fell ther was a kniht, 
Sire Cuilliam de Langhtret, 
Whieb wu upon this cause set; 
And therupon he tole a route 
or men or Armes ond rod oute, 
So Ionge and in a wayt he lay, 
Thot he aspide upon • day JOOO 
1'he l,opc was at Avinoun, 
And S<:holde ryde out of tbe toun 
Unto Ponisorge, the which is 
A Castell in Proi'<'D« of his. 
Upon the weie and os he rod, 
This kniht, which hoved and abod 
Embuisshed upon horse hale, 
AI sodeinlicbe upon him bm.k 
And hath him be the bride! sesed, 
And seide: • 0 thov, which hast desesed J••• 
The Court of France be thi wtang, 
Now schalt thou s.inge an other song: 
Thin entcrdit and thi sentence 
Ayein thin oghne conscience 
HieraOer thou scbalt fiele and grope. 
We pleigne noght 'llyein the Pope, 
For thilke name is honourable, 
Bot thou, "biclt bast be deceivable 
And trieberous in nl thi werlc, P . I . 261 

Thou Bonef.'IS, thou proude cleric, 30>0 

Misledcre of the Papacie, 
Thi false bodi schal obye 
And soiTre that it h>ll> desen'Cd.' 

l.o, thus the Supp13ntour was served ; 
For thei him ladden into Fmnce 
And senen him to his pen>nce 
Withinne • tour in horde bondes, 
Wher he for hunger bothe bise hondes 
at of and deide, gnd wot bow: 
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t:ronic-a &ncl:acii. 
lnt~.fli ut \'&~ Ips. r~c
n.sti llt ko. ct raor· 
tuus n lit canJ.,. 

~ota de propbeda 
Jo~chl:m Abbltla. 

Qu.at~oti Mfl'rtenarii 
erun1 in oulledcf, luu 
au res meis natT:adon. 
lbu~ (cd,a_re noSo. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Of WhOm the Wrylinge (S yit nOW 

Registred, as a m11n mai biere, 
Which s~kth and seltb in this manere: 
• , Thin entre lich the fox was slyh, 
I ha rtgoe al$o with pride on hih 
Was lich rbe Leon in his r:~ge; 
llot ate laste of thi passage 
Thl dcth •·as to the boundes like. 

Such is the lettre of his Cronique 
l'roclamed in the Court of Rome, 
Wherof abe wise ens:unple nome. 
And yir, als ferforth u 1 dar 
I rede aUc othre men be wa:.. • And that thei loke wei algate 
1'hnt non his oghnc :.stat t:rnnsb.te 
Of holi cherche in no dtgree 
lie fraude ne soubtilite: 
For thilke honour whieh Aaron tol: 

3tJO 

Schal non roceive, •• ~ith the bok 
Bot he be cle~ u he •as. ' p 1 6 

' 

•• 2 2 
Vhat l sehal thenken In this cas 

Of rhnt r hicre now adoy, 
r not: bot he which ..... :tnd may 
De reson bothe ond be nature ' 
The help of h'OI}I m.tnnes cure, 
He ke~ Simon fro the folde. 
For Joachim thilke Abbot tolde 
How suche daics scholden falle 
1'h:lt <:omunlicbe in places aile , 
The Chllpmen of such mercerie 
With fraude 2nd wirh SupPbntarie 
So manye seholden beie and selle, 
That he oe moy for sch>me telle 
So foul a. Senne in mt\nncs Ere. 
Bot god forbiede thllt it were 
In oure <hies thllt he seith : 
For if the Clerc hewore his feitb 
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LIBER SECUNOUS 

1 n chapmanhod at such a (eire, 
The remenant mot nedc empeire 
or al that to the world belongeth ; 
For wban that boll cherche wrongeth, 
I not wb.lt other thing sciW ribte. 
;\nd oatheles at nunnes sihte 
Envie forto be preferred 
Jialh conscience so diiTerred, 
T hat noman Joketh to the vice 
Whieh is the Moder of malice, 
And that is thilke false Envie, 
Whieh causetb nuny a trieherie; 
t'or wbtr he ~)' :an otbe.r. se 
.. rh3t is mor gr:tciou.s than he, 
It schal noght stonden in his miht 
Bot if he hindre such a wibt : 
And that js wtlnyh ovcr:tl1 

This vice is now co generaL 
Enrie thilke unhapp iodrowb, 

Whan Joab be deceipte slowh 
Abner, for drede he scbolde be 
With king David such as was be. 
And thurgh Envie nlso it fell 
Of tbilke false Achitofcll, 
For his cooseil was noght acbie,·ed, 
Bot th21 he sib Cusy believed 
With Absolon and him forso.ke, 
He heng himself upon a stake. 

Scncc witnesseth 01>enly 
How that Envie proprely 
Is of the Court the c:omun .. ·enehe, 
And holt taverne forto schenehe 
Thllt drink which makth the bene brenne, 
And dotb the wit about.e renne, 
lle every weie to col'npasse 
How that be mihtc nile othrc passe, 
As be wbieh thurgh unkindeschi~ 
Envieth e•·ery fel.uchipe; 
So that thou miht wei kno,..e and se, 
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Qt.al•te1' IO&b priA· 
~;eps milkic lbutd 
inuldie: """'"' Abn~r 
s;ubtJolc lntc.rfe\:i1, Et 
qualit~r eclam A£hitu· 
fell ob hoc quod Cusy 

J OigO in couUio Absolon 
prtftte:ba•ur, •ccen· 
$1$ ln~;~ icUa \aq~tco sc 
~pudu. 
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Hie deKribit Con. 
fC40r a..atun.nt laui. 
dktam in amorf:qt;UJD 
aliter K't'Undum pro. 
priet.a.tcut \icii Mtb 
c:ompc:ndio. 

CO NFESS IO AMANTIS 

Ther it no vice such as be 
F• • 

erst toward godd abhominable, 
And to monkinde unprofitable : 
And that be wordes bot a fowe 
I scboJ be roson pro•e and &ehewe. 

vi. llfNU/i~ llilffiiiJU n'~t4 OUIJtl lulil al.!rllu .. . . 
,'"a"' ni'U lntt/Jit:mle a;,uu t:ri»:t11 ltakl. 

,.,, fJI ,hJfNs 6/Jfu lhltjlare C11pidilris4rcl 1uJt. 
DIIMftu /o.cu I' nun's dAnlea ,/kl.ltllwta f.!w.U 

Alsfw nt.Hn rov, pa!lv 'lllt4 /II.SIW.s f>lum~o~t 
Fn'gid• 1'14111, c~tcro MC11f6r# rilta~tt. • 

Envie if that I scbal descrivc 
He is noght schaply forto wyve' 
In Ertbe among the wommen hiere · 
for thtr is in him no matiere ' 
Wherof he mihte do ·plesanoe. 
FetSt for his bevy continanoe 
Of that be semeth eve~ ungbd 
He is noght able to ben had; ' 
And ek he brenneth so withinne, 
Thot kinde mal no profit winne, 
Wherof he scholde his love plese: 
For thllke blod wbicb seholde have cse 
To regnc among the mof.stc veines, 
Is d rye of thilke unkcndeli pein"'' 
Thurgh wbiche Envie is fy~ ay. 
~nd thus be reson prove I may 
I hnt toward love Envie Is noght ; 
And Otherwise if it be soght, 
Upon wh>t side as evere it r.,ue, 
lt ls the wtrste vice of llJle 
Which of himself hMh mos; malice. 
For undentood that every vice 
Som cause bach, wherof it growetb 
Bot of Envie nomon knoweth ' 

JIJO 

Fro whenne he cam bot out of helle. p · 6 
·'· 2 s For thus the wise clerkes tell<, 

Thnt no •pirit bot of malice 
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Be wele of kinde upon a vice 
Is tempted, and be such a weie 
Envie hath kinde put aweie 
And of malice hath his ateriog<, 
Wherof he makth his balbltinge, 
And is himself therof deoesed. 
So nui ther be no kinde pl<Sed; 
For ay t.he mor that be envic:th, 
The more ayein himself he plieth. 
Thus mnt En•ie in good espe.ir 
To bon hi.-...:lf the develes heir, 
As he which is his nexte Iiebe 
And fortbest fro the beveneriebe, 
For there mai he neverc: wone. 

Forth4 my goode diere Sone, 
Jf thou wolt finde a siker wcie 
To love-, put Envie awe:ie. 

Min holy fader, reson wolde 
That I this •ice ctehuie leboldc : 
Bot yit to strengthe mi eor.~ge, 
If that ye wolde in avantage 
Therof sette a recovetir, 
It were tome n gret desir, 
That I this vice mihtc flee. 

Nou understood, m)' Sone, and s.e, 
Ther is phisiquc lor the scke, 
And vertus for the vices eke. 
Who thnt tl>e vices wolde .. ehuie, 
lie mot be rcsoun thanne suie 
The vertu•; for be thilke weie 
lie mai the vices don nweie, 
For thci togedre mni noght duelle : 
For as the water of a welle 
Of fyr ahateth the malice, 
Riht so venu fordoth the vice. 
Ayein Envie is Charite, 
Which is che Moder of Pite, 
That makth a mannet bene tendr<, 
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Hie poni1 Confea
aor e·umpltUQ ck vir· 
lute cuhati.s contra 
lr~uldiam. Etnarnatde 
Consuntlno Helene 
fiUo, qui cum Imperii 
Ro1nllnl dlcnha tem 
optinucrat, a morbo 
Iepre lnfeetus, medici 
pro Pnit.t.te recupc
rt.nd~ ipium in un
cuinc pucroru:m DU$

cu.lonam halnearc p,.,_. 
poiUC.Nnt. Set arm 
r ..... ,.. multitlldo 
tUtnun C\am IUii.5 hu· 
ir. ,.odl n~cdkln e ca-u
N In drtuhu pa)acii 
atrulntt, Jmp.rator
quc eorum ce~itus et 
clamotta perceplssct, 
carhalll: motua inge
rnl~eena J~lc a it : 1 0 
vcrc I pee cal dominus, 
Cl u 1 ICI faelt ae tuum 
pletati.t.' Et biisdictis 
•tatum,uum cunctipo
tcnli.i mtdde eommit
lc:nl. tui lpsi01 IIKH'· 

blaa pociv.s qtam ln
f.udum mort.c:m be-. 
nf.cnus ckcb. Vndc 
i~, qui antea Pap
rlua tl leprotu• uti-

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Th.at it m:ai no nulice engendre 
In him tlut is endin theno. 
}"or his carage is tempred. so, 
That thogh he mibte him5t'.lt relieve, 
Yit wolde he noght an other grieve, 
Dot mtber (ono do plesanee 
He berth himsclven the grevancc, 
So fain he wolde an other ese. 
Wheror, mi Sone, for thin ..., 
Now herkne n tale which I redc., 
And undentond it wei, I rede. 

Among the bokes of latin 
I finde write o( Cormantin 
The "·onhi Emporour of Rome, 
Suehe infortunes to blm come:, 
Whan he w:'l.s in his Justi age, 
The Iepre ca .. hte in his vi$0gC 
And so forth oveml aboute, 
That he ne mihte ryden oute : 
So lefte he bothe Schield and opere, 
As he tlut mihte him noght batere, 
And hield him in his chambre cloo. 
Tburgh al the world the f>me aros, 
'l"he grete clerkes ben asent 
And come a.t his comandement 
To trete upon this lordes hele. 
So Ionge lhei togedre dele, 
1'h•t thei upon this medicine 
.t\pointen hem, and determine 
That In the maner as it sted 
Thei wolde him bathe in childes bled 
Withinne sevene wyruer age : 
For, as thei sein, thu scbokte :u:s~ge 
The Iepre •nd oJ the violence, 
Wbieh tlut thei kne ... e of Actidtnee 
And nogbt be weie of kinde is (aile. 
And tberto thei acorden aile 
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LIBER SECUNDUS 

As for final c:onclusioun, 
And toldcn here opinloun 
To themperour: and he anon 
His conseil tok, and thcrupon 
\Vitb lettres and with scales oute 
Tbei sende in c•·cry lond aboute 
The yooge children (orto seche, 
Whos bled, thei selden, sch'll be le<:he 
1:or themperourcs maladie. 

3:UO 
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Ther w:u }'nowh to 'A'CtM: and eric 
Among the Medres, wlun thei herde 
Hou wofully this cause ferde, 
Hot tutheles tbci mote.n bo.-e i P. i. "68 
And thus wommen t_her come ynowhe 
With children soukende on the Tete. 
Tho was titer mnn)'C teres lctc, 
Bot were hcnl lic\•e or were hem Jothe. 
The wommen and the children bothe 
I nto the l'aleis forth be broght 
With m:1ny o sory hertcs th~ht 
or hem whiche or here bodi bore 
The children b:tdde, ond so forlore 
\\'ithinne a while sebolden se. 
The Modres wepe in here degre, 
And m:wye of hem ...,..oune f•lle, 
The rooge babes criden aile: 
This noyse aros, the lord it herde, 
And Joked out, nnd how it lcrde 
He sih, and u who scith nbreide 
Out of his slep, ond thus he seide: 

' 0 thou dh·ine pourvrancc, 
Which every nun in the balonce 
or kinde lust (onned to be liehe, 
The p<)\"ere is bore as is the riche 
And deietb in the same ... i$e, 
Upon the (ol, upon the wise 
Slknesse and hclc cntrcc:omune j 
M:ti non eschuie that fortune 

J1JO 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Which kinde hath in hire Ll"e scot· . . 
Hu-e strengthe and beaute ben beaet 
To eVCf)' man •Iiebe fre, 
Thot scbe prefem!th no d<8fe 
As in the disporicioun 
or bodili eomplexioun : 
And ek of Soule retonabfe 
The po•·ere child is bore ols able 
To vertu as the kinges Sone; 
For every man his oghne wonc 
After tbe lust of his OS!4y 
The vice or vertu chese mny. 
Thus stonden aile men (ranclliaed, 
Bot in ostat thei ben divised · • 
To some worschipe and richesse, 
To some poverte and disn-esse, 
On lordeth and an other serveth • . . . 
Bot yn as every man desaveth 
The world yifth nogbt his yifies hiere. 
Bot cems he hath gret matiere 
To ben or good condicioun, 
Which hath in bis subjeecioun 
The men that ben of his scombllnce.' 
And ek be tok a remembrance 
How he that mode 13we of kinde 
Wolde every mon to lowe binde • 
And bad a man, such o.s he wolde 
Toward himself, riht such be scholdc 
Town.rd an other don al,so. 
And thus this worthi lord as tho 
Sette in balance h.is oghne aslllt 
And with himself stod in debar, 

P. L26g 
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And thogbte hou that it wu noght good 
To se so mochel mannes blod 
Be spilt for cause of him alone. 
Re sib also the grete mone, 
Of that the Modres were unglade, 
And of the wo the children made, 
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LIBER SECUNDUS 

Wberof that Ill his herte tendreth, 
And such pite witbinne engtndreth, 
That him was Ievere forte chese 
His oghne bodi forte ~ 
Than se so gret • moerdre wroght 
Upon the blod which gulteth noght. 
Thus for the pile which he tok 
Aile othre lec:hes he forsok, 
And put him out of a\·eoture 
AI only into geddes cure; 
And scitb, • Who that woll m.alster be, 
He rnot be ser\':tnt to pite/ 
So ferfortb be wQ.S overcome 
With c:haritc, thnt he hath nome 
His conseil and hise officers, 
And bod unto bise trcsorers 
Th:u thci his tresout al aboute 
Oeporte •moog tbar po•·ere route 
or wommeo aod of children bothe, 
Wbcrof thei mihtc hem fede and clothe 
And uutii tomeo hom ayein 
Witboute lost or eny grcin. 
Thurgh cl>arice thus he despendeth 
His good, wbero( that he amendcth 
The povere poepfe, and contrevaileth 
The h:mn, tho.t he hem so travaileth : 

2 t 9 
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And thus the worul oybtes sorwe P.l. 271 
T o joie is torned on the morwe ; 
AI wns thonkinge, aJ wns blessinge, 
Which erst ~·as wepinge and cuningc; 
Thes wommco gon hom gl•de ynowh, 
Echon for joie on other lowh, 
And preiden for this lordes hele, 
Which bath relessed the querele, 
And hath his oghne will forsake 
In charite for geddes oake. 

Bot now hierof<e< thou schalt hiere 
What god bath wroght in this matiere, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

1\s he which dotb al <quite. 
To him th>t wroghte dutite 
lie W3S aycln.-ard ch>.ritous, 
And to pite be wos pitous: 
For it w;:~.s ne"·cre knowe yit 
Thnt diorite goth unat1uit. 
The nyht, whon he was leid to slcrc, 
The hihe god, which •·olde hin1 kepe, 
Seiru Pcttr and seint Poul him .scndc.•, 
Jk ~·hom be wolde his Iepre amende. 
Tbei tuo 10 bim sfepende appiere 
fro god. and scide in this mantre : 
• 0 Constantin. for thou hast sen·ed 
l'itt, thou h2s1 pile desen-cd : 
l'onhi thou schalt such pite b:lve 
That god thurgh pite woll thee s.we. 
So schnh thou double hele findc, 
Fcrst for thi bodiliche kinde, 

.\.UO 

And for thi wofull Soule a lso, 
Thou K hnh ben hoi of oothe tuo. 

P. i. 272 

And for thou J<;h>Jt thee noght d-.peirc, 
Thi Iepre schal nomore empeire 
Til thou woh sende therupon 
Unto the Mont of Cdion, 
Wher thAt Silvestre and his clergie 
Togedre duelle in compaignie 
For drede or thee, which many d•y 
B li.Sl ben n fo to Cristes lay, 
And hnst desttuid to mochel schame 
l'he pr<chours of his holy ~rne. 

!Jot now thou h.'>t somdiel appescd 
Thi god, and with good dede plu ed, 
That thou thi pile hast bew>red 
Upon the blod which thou hli.St 'llOied. 
Forthi to thi sal\'llcion 
Thou seh.ah hl\'il! enform.adoun, 
Such as Silvestre seb:ll the teehe : 
11•e nedeth of non other le.:he.' 

This Emperour, which al this hcrdc 
• Grant mtrci lorde.s,' he 3ft$UCrde, ' 

LIBER SECUNDUS 

' 1 wol do so u ye me seie. 
Bot of o thing I wo!de preie: 
What sch>l 1 telle unto Sa••estre 
Or of yourc name or or youre estre? • ·'·'7o 
And thei him toldcn wh!lt thei bihte, 
And forth withol Out of his s ihte 
Thei passen up into the hevcne. 
And he nwok out o f his swevene, 
And clepeth; and men come anon: P. I. 273 
He tolde his drem, ond therupon 
T n such a wise as he hem tellelh 
The Moot wher lhat Silv-.tre duelleth 
Thei have in alle haste soght, 
And rounde be wu and with hem broght 33"0 

To tbemperour, 1\'hic.h to him tolde 
ffis swe'l'ene and cUes wh:u he woldt". 
And whan Silvewe hath herd the king, 
He was riht joiful of this thing, 
And him began wilh al his wit 
To tecbtn upon holi writ 
Ferst hoW nunkinde was (orlore, 
And how the hihe god therfore 
His Sone sende from :abo\·e1 
Which bore w:u for nunnes love, JJ9• 
And af"ler of his oghne chois 
He tok his deth upon the crois; 
And bow in grave he was beloke, 
And how thnl he hnth helle broke, 
And tok hem out th:t.t were him lieve; 
And rorto mnkc ous full belie\'C 
That he w•s vcrmi goddes Sone, 
A)·ein rbe kinde of mannec wone 
Fro dethe he ros the 1hridde day, 
And whanne he wolde, u he wei may, J<OO 
He styb up to his foder evcne 
With Oeissb and blod into the hevene ; 
And riht so i1\ the s.,me forme 
In flcissb >nd blod he ~eh>l re(onne, 
IVban time cotnlh, lhe q wike nnd dede P. L 274 
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At thilkc woful dai of dredc, 
Where every m:tn schal take his dom, 
Als wei the M:U$ter as the grom. 
The mihti k'inges retenuc 
That dai may stonde of no \'3.lue l,.,o 
With worldes sorengthe to defende; 
For every mnn mot thnnne entendc 
To stonde upon his oghne dedes 
And ·le-·e aile othre mennes nedes. 
That dai mai no co~il anile. 
The pledour ond the plee schal fhlle, 
The sentence or that ilke day 
Mai non appell oeue in delay; 
Ther m:ai no gold the Jugge plie. 
That he ne sclul the sothe lrie ,.,. 
And setten en.ry man uprihc, 
Als wei the plowmon os the kniht : 
The lewcd man, the grete clerk 
Schol stondc upon his oghne werk, 
And such • • he is founde tho, 
Such schol he be for everemo. 
Ther mal no peine be rele.~1td, 

Ther mlli no jofe ben encresscd1 
Bot endeles, u thei have do, 
He schal re«ive on of the t\lo. .UJ~ 
And thus Silvestre with his sowe 
The ground or al the ncwe lowe 
With gret dcvocion he pre<hcth, 
Fro point to point nnd plcinly tcchetb 
Unto this hcthcn Emperour; P. l. 27~ 
And sthb, the hilte creatour 
Hath undmongc his chorite, 
or that he wroghtc such pite, 
Whon he tho- children hoddc on honde. 
Thus whan this lord hath understonde SH• 
or >I this thing how tlut it (erde, 
Unto Silvestre be thanne an<uerde, 
With >I his hole herte •nd oeith 
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That he is redi to the feith. 
And so the vesoel which for blod 
Wu mad, Silvestre, ther it stod, 
With clene ,....ter of the wellc 
In olle hiiSie he let do relle. 
And sette ConJtnnlin therinne 
AI naked up unto the cbinoc. 
And in the while it was begunne, 
A libt, as thogh it were • Sunne, 
Fro he\·ene into the pJaee com 
Wber tba.t he tole; his cristendon1 ; 
And everc nmong the holi tales 
Lieh as tbcl weren r,..hes soles 
Ther (eUen from him now and eft, 
Til that ther was nothing beleft 
or al his gretc mAiodie. 
For he that wolde him purcfie, 
The hihe- god h11ch mad bint clene, 
So that thor lefie nothing 01ene; 
He bath him clonsed bathe t uo, 
The bodi and the Soule also. 

fTAU or CO,.tTA~· 
TIM& AND SILVUTU .• ) 

Tho knew this Emperour in dede P. l. 076 
Th•t Cristes feith wos (oroo drede, 
And sende anon hise lettres oute 
And Itt do erien al aboute, 
Up peine or doth that noman ~<eyve 
That be b3ptesme ne re«ive: 
After bis Moder qwecne Iieleinc 
He sende, and so betwen hem tweioe 
Thei tteten, that the Cite all 
Wu cristned, ond scbe forth withall 
This Emperour, wbieh bolo hath founde, 
Withinne Rome anon let founde 
Tuo cherch<$, wbiche he dcde make 
For Peter and for Poules sake, 
or whom be hadde avisioun ; 
And yaf therto possessioun 
or lord&ehipe and or worldes good. 
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Bot bow so tlutt his will was good 
To word the Pope and his l' mncbise, 
Yit hath it proved other wise, 
To se the worehinge or the dede: 
For in Cronique this I rede; 
Anon os he both nud the yifle, 
A vois wu he.rd on hib t-he lifte, 
Or which nl Rome was odrad, 
And seith: 'To day is vcnym schad 
In holi chercbe or wnpoml, 
Which medleth with the spirit:al.' 
And boo it stant or tlutt degree 
Yit m:ai a m3.n tht sex he se: 
Cod ma.i amende it, whnn he wileJ 
I can thcr to non other skile. 

llot (orto go ther I bcgnn, 
How charite mai heJpe a m:an 
To bothe worldes, 1 lu•·e seid : 
And ir thou hove •n Ere leid, 
M i Sonc, thou miht understonde, 
H eharite be r•ke on hondo, 
Ther (olweth •rter mochel gmce. 
Forthi, ir tlut thou wolt pourchnee 
How th.:lt thou miht Envie ftee. 
i\qucinte thee with cbarite. 
Which is the ,.ertu sovere.ine. 

Mi (>der, 1 schal do my peine: 
F()r this ensample which ye tolde 
With al myn herte J hnve witttholde, 
So th:n I schal ror everemore 
Escbuic Envic: wei the more : 
And tlut I luve er this misdo, 
Yir me my pe.nancc er I go. 
And over thnl to mi m11ticre 
or schrine, why we sluen hiere 
In privcte betwen ous tweie, 
Now u.eth what tber is_ [ preie. 

Ml goode Sone, and (or thi lore 
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1 woU thee telle wh:u is more, 
So that thou schalt the vices knowe: 
For wh11n thei be to thee fuU knowe, 
Thou miht hem wel the betre cscbuie. 
And (or this cause I thenke suie 
The forme bothe and the matiere, 
M now sujende thou schalt biere 
Which ' 'ice smnt next ~ncr this: 
And whan thou wost how that it is, 
All thou sclult biere me devise, 
'!'bow mibt thi5df the beue .. ise. 

Explidt Uber Seeundus. 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

lndplt Lil>er Terctus. 

i. Ir.a sul.s pari6us est pa,.jurli1 A tAirtmtr'.s, P. I. 2:79 
{2ND furor ad tmju.s nll pltlt~li.t lla611. 

Ira mal,uDilus IVIillft.U jitrlurlal, fll 191111 
I~t.r~ st~l ~""-'l.l Kulla slllln-a 111111. 

Omlti6fls in f'~Jtsis patutl Ira. stl '"'" 4I'UIIINI, 
Ria nur~u fadll urn grtu~M~W~ acfl: 

£11 v~i vir d/J(;()f'l lntiln-fJIU rlju~pat amori, 
Se/ft IHO /udt' jhtus ad ortJ tllnil. 

IF thou the vices lest to knowe, 
Mi Sone, it luth noght ben unknowe, 
Fro rent tlut men the swerdes grounde, 
That thtr nis on upon this grounde, 
A vice forcin fro tht lnwe, 
Whcrof thot many a gocxl fclawe 
Hath be dist111ght be sodein chance; 
And yit 10 kinde no plesante 
It doth, bot wber he moot athievetb 
His pourpos. most to kinde he grieveth, 10 

A$ he Which OUt Of COnscience 
Is enemy co pacienc~: 
.,nd is be nnme on of the Sevene, 
Which one h:uh set this world unevme:, 
And clcpcd is the cruel lro, P. I. •8o 
Wbos berte is eve<emore on fy<e 
To spoke :unis and to do bothe, 
For his servanu ben evere wrotbe. 

Mi goode f•der, tell me this: 
What thing is Ire? 

Sone, it i.s JO 

That in oure englissb Wrath< is hO<e, 

1 ,_,;,. pri:IDo) prima R!XERCL prinnun a. OM, G 9'· he 
••• bel it ••• it XRC. \V h •.. be H.CtLB. 1:1 enemy) 
euennorc (eucr more) l-11 •• • B• 

LIB£R TERCIUS 

Which hath hisc wordes ay so bote, 
ThAt nll a mannes pncienc~ 
Is fyred of the violence. 
For he with him both evere fyve 
Serv:mll that bel pen him to stryve : 
The feo>t of hem M.llltncolie 
Is c:leped, "hich in compaignie 
An hundred times in 11.11 houre 
Wol ::ts an angri beste loure, 30 
And nom::m wot the c:Luse why. 
Mi Sone, so:hrif thee now fortbi: 
Hast thou be M:tleneolien? 

Ye, f•der, be srint Julien, 
Bot 1 unc.rc•·e v.-ordes use, 
I mni me noght theror excuse: 
And nl makth love, wei I wot, 
or which myn heru: is ev~r~ hot, 
So thot I brenne as doth • glede 
For Wrathe that I mai nogbt spede. ,o 
And thus fulofte o day for nogbt 
S.ve onlith of myn oghne tbogbt 
I nm so with miseh •c•' wroth~ 

·rh:at how so that the ga.me goth 
With othre men, 1 am noght gbd ; P. 1. !181 

Bot I am wei the more unglad, 
For th!lt is otbre mennes game 
h torncth me to pure grame. 
Thus >on I with miself oppressed 
or thoght, the which l have impressed, ! 0 

·rhat :al wakende 1 drcme and meete 
That I with hire 21 one meete 
And preie hire of som good :uuue"' : 
Dot for scbe wol noght gladly swtre, 
Sche seith me nay whhouten ot.b j 
And thu,s wexe I withinnc wroth, 
ThAt outw<~.rd l am nl 11lfraicd, 
;\nd so distemp..,. nnd esmaied. 
A thO<OSand Limn on • day 
Thcr souneth in myn Eres nay, f10 
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[lttLA!ftuo~.v.] T he which sche seide me tofore : 
Thus be my wittes ~s forlore; 
And namely "'·han I bcg:innc 
To rekne with ml.sclf withinne 
J tow m:~ny yerts ben oa.gon, 
Silhthe I IJ;a,·e IN!Wiy IO\"td on 
And nC\'tre tok of other bcde, 
And e,·ere alic:ho fer to spcdc 
I am, the more I witb hir dele, 
So th;at myn h;app and oJ myn bele ;o 
Me thcnkt.h is ay the !eng the ferre, 
Thot bringth my gl•dKhip out of bette, 
Wheror my "'itt<s ben empoircd, 
And I, u who scith, oJ despeired. 
f'or finaly, wh;an th.lt 1 muse P. L 282 
And thenke bow sche me wol rduse, 
I an> with anger so bestad, 
f'or a! t.hi.! world mihte I be gl•d : 
And for th• while that it lasteth 
AI up so doun my joie it C3Steth, So 

And oy the furthere that I be, 
Whan I ne may my l•di ""• 
The mor• I 311> rcdy to wrathtbe, 
' t'hat for tho touchingc of n lnththc 
Or for the tominge of o strce 
I wodc os doth the W)•lde Se, 
Ant.l nrn so m:'llencolious, 
Thnt ther O)'lt scrv,tnt in myn hou.s 
Ne non of tho thnt ben nbnute, 
Thnt Cth of hem nc SUlnl in doutc, go 

And wencn that J scho1de nwe 
For Ange.r thnt thei se me have; 
And so thei wondre more and lasse, 
Til thnt thci sen h overp.use. 
llot, roder, if it so betide, 
Thot I OJ>roehe at ony tide 
The plocc wher my Jodi is, 
And th3.nne that hire like ywiss 

6;~: :a1 fortoro (a.Ho for lore) I-tt, o. Ht 68 rcr AJ, STAA, FHa 
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To speke a. goodli word untome, L)I£LA.,.o•oLv.] 
For .:tl the go1d th:lt is in Rome 1oq 

Ne cowthe T after tlun be \\TOth, 

Bot nl myn Anger O\'ergoth ; 
So glad I am of the presence 
Of hire, t.hot I •II oiTence 
f'oryete, as thogh it were nogh~ P. t 283 
So overgbdcd is my thoght. 
And natheles, the soth to telle, 
Ayeinnrd if it so befelle 
Th;at 1 ot thilke time sihe 
On me th:ll sche miscute hire yh(", uo 
Or th.lt sche liste noght to Joke, 
And 1 therof good hiede toke, 
Anon into my (ente astat 
1 tome, mnd :1m with :al so matt 
That evere it is aliche wicke. 
And thus myn hand ayein the prick< 
1 hurte and have do mahy day, 
And go so forth u I go moy, 
f'ulofte bitinge on my Iippe, 
And make unto mi,sclf a whippe., 1 :o 

With which in many • chele and hete 
Mi wofull hcne i.s so tobetc, 
'l'h:u all my wittelf ben unsoftc 
And I am wroth, I not how one ; 
And nl it i11 M:a.lenco1ic, 
Which groweth or the rantosie 
Or love, that InC wol noght loute : 
So bere I forth on angri snoute 
Ful manyc: times in 11 yer. 
Bot, rhder, now ye shtt:n bier lJO 

In love• stede, I yow beS<'che, 
That som ons.,mple ye n>e teche, 
Wherof I m.i mi.sclr appese. 

Mi Sone, (or thin hert~ ese Conr~r. 

I schol fulfolle thi preierc, P . i. 28.4 
So that thou miht t.he betre Jere 
Wh:at mischief rh:u this viet lteteth, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

Which in his Anger noght forberah, 
Wherof thot after him forthenketh, 
Whan be is sobrc nnd that he thcnketh 
Upon the folic of bis d ede; 
And of this point a tale T rede. 

1"her .,.... a king which Eolus 
Was hote, and it befcU him thu.s, 
That he tuo chOdren hadde faire, 
The Sone cleped was Machaire, 
The dowhter ek Canace hibtc. 
Be dnie bothc and ck be nyhre, 
Wbil thci be yonge, or comun wone 
In chnmbre thei rogedre wone, 
And as thei scholden pleide hen1 ofte, 
Til thci be growcn up alofte 
Into the youthc of lusti age, 
Wban kinde JUSOilcth the eorage 
With lqve and doth him forto howe, 
Thnt be no reson can nllowe, 
!Jot halt the Iawes of nature: 
For whom that love hath under cure, 
As he is blind hinuclf, riht so 
He m>Jr.th his client blind also. 
I n sueb manere IS I you telle 
As thei at day tasedre duelle, 
This brother mihte it noght asterte 

••• 

·~· 

16o 

That he with nl his hole hcrte 
H i.s lo,·e upon his Soster caste : 
And so it fell hem ate la.ste, 
That this Maehairc with Canace 
Wban thei were in a prh·e pbce, 
Cupido had hem ferot to kesse, 

P . l . AS:) 

And after scbe which is Moistres5e 
In kinde and tcchelh every lif 
Withoute lawe IJOSitif, 
or which sche tn.kth oomaner charge, 
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Bot kepcb hire Iawes ol at large, 
N~t.ture, tok hem into lore 
And tawht hem so, that ovennore 
Sche hath hem in such wise daunted, 
Thill thei were, as who !U!ith, ench.aunted. 
And IS the blinde an other ledeth 
And til tbei (aile nothing dredeth, lllo 

R iht so tbei hadde DOD insihtc ; 
Bot as the bridd which wole alihte 
And seth the mete and noght the De~ 
Which In deecipte of him is set, 
This yonge folk no peril s ihc, 
Bot thnt was likinge in here yhe, 
So that thei fcUe upon the chnnee 
Where wiu bath lore his remembrance. 
So lonsc thei togedre assemble, 
The wombe aros, and sche pn tumble, 190 

And hield hire in hire ehornbrc clos 
For dredc it sebolde be disclos 
And come to hire fader Ere: 
Whcror the Sone baddc also fere, 
And feigneth cause (ono rydc; P. 1. 286 
For Ionge dome be noght abyde, 
ln aunter if men t~.•olde sein 
That he his Sooter bath forlein : 
For yit sche hadde it noght beknowe 
Whos was the child at thilke throwc. ""' 
Machnire goth, Canace abit, 
The which wos nogbt d elivered yit, 
Bot riht sone nftct thot sehe wu. 

Now lest and berknc 3 woful eas. 
The sothe, which mai noght ben hid, 
Wu ote l:ute knowe and kid 
Unto the king. how that it stod. 
And whan that he it understod, 
Anon into MaJencolie, 
Ati Lhogh it were a Crenesie, JIO 
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CONFESSIO AMANTJS 

He fell, as he which nothing cowthe 
How maistrefuU love is in yowthe: 
And for be was to love ~tr.~nse, 
He wolde noght his bene clunge 
To be benigne ~nd f•vorable 
To lo,-e., bot unmerci.able 
Be<wen the -nwe or wnd And "'0Ch 
Into his dowbtres chnmbre he goth, 
And sib the child wos lote bore, 
\Vherof he h11th hise othes swore 
Thnt sche it sch•l ful •ore nbye. 
And scbe begnn merci to erie, 
Upon hire b:IJ'e knes and prcide, 
And to hire fader thus ..:he seide: 
'Ha mercy l fader, tbenk I n.m 
Thi ehild, and of thi blod I com. 
Thnt I misdede yowthe it made, 
And in the flodes bad me w•de, 
Wher thot I sib no peril tho: 
Bot now it is befalle so, 
lterci, my Uder, do no wr«he I' 
And with that word sche loste spechc 
And fdl doun swounende ot his foe, 
1\s sche Cor sorwe nedes mot. 
Bot his horrible erualte 
Ther mihte attempre nn plte: 
Out of hire <hombre forth he wente 
AI full of wraththe in his entente, 
And tok the conseit in his herte 
Thnt sche schal noght the dcth asterte, 
As he which MalencoHen 
Of pacience Mth no lien, 
Wherof his wratlllhe he mol restreigne. 
And in this wilde wode pcine, 
1\'hanne al his resoun wu unuame, 
A krubt he clepcth be his D3me, 
And tok him as be weie of sonde 
A naked swerd to bere on honde, 
And seide him thot he scholde go 
And telle unto his dowhter so 
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In the m:tnere as he him bad, 
How sche that sch3rpc .,.-erdes blad 
Receh·e scholde and do withal 
So as scbc wot wheno it schnl. 
F'onh in message goth this kniht P. I. o88 
Unto this wofull yonge wiht, 
This •charpc swerd to hire he tok : 
Wberor that al hire bodi qwok, 
For wei sche wiste wh:lt it mente, 
And that it v..-a.s to thilke entente .t6o 
Thot scha hiresclven scholdo slee. 
And to the knibt $che seide: 'Yce, 
Now that I wot my radres wille, 
Th;at l sch"l in this wise spille, 
I wole obeie me therto, 
And •• he ... ole it schaJ be do. 
Bot now this thing ma.i be non oth~r, 
1 wo1e 3 leure unto mi brother, 
So as my fieble hand may wryte, 
\Vith al my wofull bette cndit·e! 170 

Sche tok • Penne on honde tho, 
Fro point to point and al the wo, 
AI$ ferforth os hireselr it wot, 
Unto hire dedly frend sche wrot, 
And tolde how th.lt hire fader grace 
Sche mihte for nothing poureh.lce; 
And o,·enhat, as thou scha.lt hiere, 
Sche wrot and seide in this m;l.ncre: 
• 0 thou my sorlvc and my glndnesse, 
0 thou myn hele and my siknesse, :;rSo 
0 my wanhopc :wd al my trust, 
0 my descse nnd ol my lust, 
0 thou my wele, o thou my wo, 
0 thou my freud, 0 thou my ro, 
0 thou my lo,·e, o thou myn hate, P. I. 289 
For tl•ee mot I be ded algnte. 
Thilke ende ~my I noght astene, 
And yit with al myn hole bene, 
Whil thnt me bsteth eny broth, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

wol the love into my deth. ,~ 

Bot of o thing I schnl thee preie, 
If that my litel Sone dele, 
Let him be beried in my grnve 
Beside me, so schalt thou ha•·• 
Upon ous bothe remembr.ance. 
Fo.r thus it stant of my grennce; 
Now nt this time, :u: thou schalt wite, 
With teres and with enke write 
This lettre f have io ares colde: 
In my riht hood my Penne I bolde, JOO 
And in my ldt the swerd I kepe, 
And in my barm 1Mr lith to wepe 
Thi child nnd myo, which sobbeth fnste. 
Now um I come unto my lt'l.ste: 
.Fare wei, for 1 scha.l sone deie_. 
And t.henk how I tbi love abeie.' 
The pomel of the swerd to grounde 
Sche sette, nnd with the point a woonde 
Thurghout hire herte anon sche made, 
And forth with tbJu nl pnle and fade J•• 
Scbe fell doun ded fro ther scbe stnd. 
The child by bathende in hire blod 
Out rolled fro the moder barm, 
And for the blod was bot and warm, 
He basketh him aboute thrinne. P. t ogo 
·rher was no bote forto winnel 
For he, which enn no pite knowe, 
The king earn in the ~'me throwe, 
And sih how that bi5 dowhter dieth 
And how this &be a! blody crietb ; J•• 
Bot al that mibte him noght suffise, 
That he ne bad to do juise 
Upon the child, and bere him oute, 
And se<he in the Forest nhoute 
Som wilde pl.tcc; what it were, 
To caste him out of honde there, 
So that 1001 beste blm mai devou~, 
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Wh~rc as non1an hirn sch:t.l socoure 
AI that he bad wns don in dede : 
Ha, who herde evere singe or rede i\JO 

or such a thing as that w•s do? 
Jlot he which l3dde his ••r.ubthe so 
Hath knowe o! love bot a lite; 
Bot for a.l th.at be was to wyte, 
Thurgh his sodein M•leneolie 
·ro do 60 gret a felonie. 

Fonhi, my Soncl how so it stonde, 
Be this cn.s thou mibt u.ndentonde 
That if thou evere in ouse of lo~ 
Schalt deme, •nd thou be SD •ho•·e ~4• 
That thou mibt lede it at thi wille, 
l.et ncvere thurgh thi Wmththc spnle 
Which e"·cry kinde acholde SB\'e. 

l-'or h sit every man to have 
i(eWllrd to love and to his miht, P. I. ogt 
Ayein whos strengthe m.>i no wibt: 
And siththe an btrte is .so constreigned, 
The reddour ogbte be rostreigned 
To him thnt mAi no bet nweie~ 
Whtan he mot to n:.ture obeie. 3.50 

For it is seid tbU$ overnl, 
That nedes mot that nede schal 
Of that a 1if dotb after kinde, 
Whcrof he mai no bote Iinde. 
Whnt nAture hnth set in hir lawc 
Thc.r mal no mnnnts mihl withdrao;.·e, 
And who that worcheth therayein, 
f'ulone time it hath be sein, 
Tbcr hath befo.lk: grot ,·engance, 
Wherof I 6nde a remembrance. J6o 

Ovide after the time tho 
Tolde an ensn_mplc nnd seide so, 
How th~t whilom Tiresi~ 
As he w:alkende goth per cas, 
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Conte»or. 

Aman.!l. 

CON.FESSIO AMANTIS 

Upon an hih Montaine he sih 
Tuo Serpentz in his weie nyh, 
And thti, so as nature hem t."\wbte 

' Assembled were, ond be tho cawbte 
A y~rdc which he bar on hondo 
And tboghte thot he wolde fond~ 
To "'tten hem, •nd smot hem bothe: 
Wherof the gnddes weren wrothe • 
And for he both dcstourbed kind~ 
And wns so to nnture unkinde 
UnkJndeliche he wos tronsfonn~. P. 1. "92 
Th21 be whi<;h erst • man wu fonned 
Into a womm.an M'as forscbape. 
That was to him an angri jape; 
Bot for that he with Angre wroghte, 
H lie Angres angreliche be boghte. 

t.o tbu$, my Sone, Ovide hotb write, 
Wherof thou miht be reson wite 
More i5 n mnn th~n such o bes~e: 
So ml hte it nevere ben honeste 
A mon to wratbthcn him to sore 
Of th•t an otbor doth the lore 
or kinde, in which fs no nllllice, 
Bot only that it is n vice: 
And tbogh • man be resoD>ble 
Yit after kinde he is menoble ' 
To toye, wher he wote or non . 
Thcnk thou, my Sone, therupon 
And do Mlllencolie aweie · 

' For lo•·e bath ••-ere his lust to plcie, 
As he which wolde no !if grieve. 

Ml fo.der, th.lt I mai wei If eve; 
AI that )'C tellon It is skile : 
Let C\'C')' m:&n Jove as he wile 
Be so it be noght my bd~ ' 
~·or 1 sehlll noght be wroth therby. 
Bot that f wr:uhthe and fare tunis, 
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• If ' . ( ltiCt.ANCIIOI..\' ·1 At one upon snase 1t 11, 

'!'bat 1 with botbe love ond kinde 
Am so besud, that I Cln finde 
No weie how 1 it ·ffil.i nsterte: P. t 293 
Which stnnt upon myn oghne herte 
And toucheth to non Ol her nrJ 
S;l\'e only to that s~·ete wi( 
for whom, bot ir it be mmendcd, 
Mi glade d•ies ben despc nded, •'" 
That 1 mi•clf schal noght forberc 
The WrBththc which thQt l now here, 
For tberof is non other leche. 
Now axeth forth, l yow besecbe. 
Of Wmththe if ther oght cllcs is, 

Wberof to sehryve. 
Sone, yis. 

ii. Jra mo1UI lltrm, qu~ lingN~ j rrn4,. rntJIIt t ll.l 
Lara (Jtr lnjaHttJ cun'il 'fi!JiiJU~ vio.s. 

Rix • .,ntm n11trir vuos 11/lual ist.a. ltJ911ftrts, 
1/tll Yrnu1 a /.IJ/ue lim!'til /Jcthre tJagtu. 

Sd ftadcllltr ag-c11s lan'INY1f4 fll'i a/1/ #fY, 

Vi.ndl, tl tJfllali ~nTfJII IIIIIQris itw. 

Of Wmththe the seeounde is Cheste, 
Which bnth the wyndes Of tem)>C11tC 
To kepe, ond m:my • sodein blost 
He bloweth, wherof ben •gost 
Thei thlt desiren pes nnd reste. 
He is thot like ungondlioste 
Which mllny a tusti love hath twinned; 
For he berth e<ert his mo..-tb unpinned, 
So that his Iippes ben unloke 
And his cornge is al tobrok.e, 
Th:tt every Lhing which he c:an tcllc, 
It springetb up as doth • welle, 

H cc: tDd~t Con(es
Hr' super tcC\Inda 
•A;tede lre1 qt•e Lia 
du~lwr, ex culua con• 
tumdiil inm1m4:rosa 
do1ontftl o«UUo t~;.m 
in .mons ca\l!a quam 
.tiiCT i11 q~mpluribu:s 
141piS!ime u.orta eat. 

Which mlli non of his stremes hyde, 
Bot renneth out on t\-ery sydc. 
So bullion up tbc roulc s•wcs 
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CONFESSJO AMANTJS 

That Che.te wot or his telawes: 
For as • Si•-e keptth Ale, 
Riht so can Cheste kept a tale; 
AI lhat he wot be wol desclosc:, 
And sptke er eny mnn oppose. 
As a Cite withoutc wal. 
\Vher men nui goo out ove.ral 
\Vitbouten eoy resis1ence, 
So with hi.s crokcd eloquence HO 

He spckth nl thnt he wot withinne : 
Wherof men lese mor than winne, 
For ofle time or his chidinge 
Be bringth to bouse such tidinge, 
That n~akth werrc nte beddeshed. 
He Is the le•·ein or the bred, 
Wbich sourelh nil the post aboute: 
Men ogbte wei such on to doute, 
For e\·ert his bowe is redi bent, 
And whom he hit I telle him schcnt, <~• 
It he mni perce him with his lunge. 
And ek so lowdc his belle is runge, 
That or the noise and or the soun 
Men recren hem in al the toun 
Welmore than thei don or thondcr. 
For that is cause o( more wondor; 
For "ilh the wyndes whiche be blowelh 
Fu.Jo(te sythe be ovenhroweth 
The Cites and the policie, 
T ha t I hnvc herd tbe poeple eric, 
And cchon seide in his degrc, 
• Ba wicke tunge, wo thee be J' 
For men scin that the bande bon, 
Ahhogh himseh·en have non, 
A tungc brekth it nl to pieces. 
He h:uh so manye sondri spiec.cs 
Or vice, th.:at I mai noght we.l 
Descrive hem be a thousendel: 
Dot whnn that be to Cbcstc f.'ll lcth, 

,6o 
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Ful many • wonder thing betalleth, 
For he ne can nolhing rorbere. 

Now tell me, Sane, thin ansuere, 
rr it hath evcre 10 betidd, 
That chou ftl eny time ha.st ehidd 
Toward thi love. 

Fader. nay i 
Such Cbeste yit unto this diy 
Ne m>dt J nevere, god rorbede : 
For c:r 1 sunge such a aede, 
1 hadde Ievere to be lewed ; 
For lhanne wene I •1 besehrewed 
And wonhi to be put abak 
With al the sorwe upon my b.,k 
T hat eny man ordcignc eowthc. 
llot 1 IP"lt nevcne yit be mowthe 
That unto Cbeste mihte touche, 
And that 1 durste riht wei vouche 
Upon hirt~clr as for witnesse ; 
For 1 wot, of hir gentilesse 
That sche me wolde wei .... ~. 
That 1 no sucl>e thinges usc. 
And If it scholde so betide 
Thnt 1 nlgntes moste chide, 
It myhte nogbt be to my love : 
For 10 yit W':l$ 1 nevere abo~e, 
For o.l this wyde world to Winne 
That I dorste eny word beginne, 
Be which sclte mihtc hnve \Kn amoeved 
And 1 or Cbeste also reproeved. 
Bot rathere, ;r it mihte hir like, 
The bene wordes wolde I pike 
Whic.he 1 cow-the in myn btrlC chcse, 
And serve hem forth in s tede or obese, 
For th>t is bdplich to de6c ; 
And so woldc I my wordes plie, 
That mihten Wr.aththe and Chestc avalc 
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With tellinge of my softe " le. 
Thus dar 1 make a forewnrd, 
Th3t DC\'Cre unto my bdiward 
Yit spak I ,..ord in such • wise, 
Wherof thot Cheste scholde arise. 
This seie I noght, thot I (ulofte 
Ne have. whnn11e I St>l'k most softe, 
Per cas sCid more lhannc ynowb ; 
Bot so wei hoh nomm lhe plowb 
Thot he ne lnlkelh olherwhile, 
Ne so wet can nomnn :affile 
His tunge, that som time tn mpe 
Him mni som liht word ovcrscape, 
And yit ne meneth he no Chcste. 
Bot !hot I ho•-e oyein hir heste 
Fulofte spoke, I am beknowe; 
And how my will is, thnt ye knowc : 
For whan my time conuh nboute, 
Thot I cb.r speke and scie al oute 
Mi Ionge love, of which ..:he wot 
'Ilgt cvere in on o.Jkhc hot 
Me grie<eth, thonne ol my desese 
I telle, and though it hir de•plese, 
I speke it fonh and noght ne leve: 
And thogh it be beside hire love, 
I hope and trowe nalheles 
That I do noght ayein the pes ; 
For thogh I telle hire • I 1ny tboght, 
Sche wot wei that I <hyde noght. 
Men mai the hihe god bt$eche, 
And be wol hiere a nunnes speebe 
And be noght wrolh of thot be seith ; 
So yirth il me the more feith 
And mnkth me hnrdi, soth to seic. 
That I dar wei lhe betre preic 
~ti bdi, which o. womman is. 
For thogh l t.Ue h ire !hot or lhis 
or lo\·e, which me grie,·eth sore. 
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Hire ogbtc noght be wroth the more, 
For I witboute noise or cri 
Mi p!eigntc make a! buxon1ly 
To puten aile wraththe oway. 
Thus dar l seie unto this day 
Of Chcstc in ernest or in game 
Mi ladi schru me nothing b lome. 

Bot ofte time it hath betidd 
Tb.at with miseh-e.n I haxt chidd, 
That noman eouthe bctre chide : 

bf.O 
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And that h>th ben at every tide, 
Whanne 1 cnm to miselr :~.I one ; 
l""or th:tnne I tn3de a pri\'C mont, 
And every talc by and by, 
Which as l spok to my bdi, 
I thenkc and peise in my bolanee 
And drawe into rny remcmbmnce; 
And thanne, if that I finde • 1411< 
Of en)' word that I mispak, 
Which was to moche in eny wise, 
Anon my wiues I despise 
And mn.ke a chidinge in myn henel 
That cny word me scholdc astcrte 
Which as 1 scholde have holden inne. 
And so forth after I llcginnc 
And loke if thor was elles oghl 
To speke, •nd 1 ne spak it nogbt: 
And th.'lnnc, iC I mai scchc a.nd finde 
That ""l' "·ord be len bchinde, 
Which as I &Cholde more hove spoke, 
I wo!de upon miself be wroke, 
And chyde with miseh·en 10 
That a1 my wit i$ overgo. 
For nomnn n1ai his time lore 
Recovere, ond thus I am therfore 
So o<erwr()(h in ol my lhoght, 
That I my..:lf chide a! to noght : 
l11us for to moche or for to lite 
Fuloftc I am miself to wyte. 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Bot ol that mai me noght ovaile, 
With cheste thogh I me truaile: 
Bot Oule on Stock ond Stock on Oulc · 

' The more th:u B man defoule, 
Men witen wei which hath the ..-use; 
And so to me nys wonh a kerse, 
Bot tometh on myn oshne bed, 
Thogh I, til t hat I were ded, 
Wolde evere chyde in such a wise 
or love ... l to you devise. 
Bot, roder, now yc have "' herd 
In this monere ho• I have ferd 
or Cheste >nd of diuc:ncioun, 
Vir me youre absolucioun. 

Mj Sone, ir that thou wistest ::al, 
Whot Cheste doth in special 
To love and to hO. welwillin.ge, 
Thou wolde$1 Ren bO. knowleclUngc 
And leme 10 ~ debon>ire. 
For who that mOO<t con speke fain: 
Js most acordtnde unto love: 
Fnir speche hnth ofte brought above 
Ful mnny a m.m, as it is know~ 
Which elles scholde h>ve be riht lowe 
And roiled mochel or his wille. 
Fonhi hold !'>ou thi tunge stille 
And let tbi witt thi wille areste, 
So that t hou falle noght in Cbcste Goo 
Which is the source or gret destan::C : P. I. aoo 
And tak into tbi remembrance 
If thou miht gete p:acience, 
Which is the leehe or aile olfenee, 
As tellen ous these olde wO.. : 
For whan nosht elles mni suffise 
De rtrengthe ne be mnnne.s wit, 
·rhnn pacience it oversh 
And overcomtb it ate bate ; 
Bot he m:U toc:vere Ionge wte, 
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Which wol noght bo•·e cr that be brekc. 
Tn.k h iede, Sone, of lhnt I speke. 

Mi fader, or y<>ur goodli speche 
And of the witt which ye me tccbe 
I lhonke you with al myn bene : 
·For that world sehal mt ne,·ere astene, 
Th:at l ne schAI your wordes bolde, 
or l' ncience as ye me tolde, 
A Is ferforth as myn herte thenketb; 
And or my wmtbthe it me fonhcnketh. 
Bo~ r•der, if ye fonb withal 
Som good ensample in special 
Me ... olden telle of som Coonique, 
It scholde wei myn hene like 
or p.1cience (ono hiere, 
So thllt I mihte in mi matiere 
•toe more unto my love obeie 
And pucen mi desese. aweie. 

[Cn<STL] 

Am41nt. 

}ti Sone, a man to beie him pes 
Behoveth sotrre ns Socmtes 
Ensample Ieite, which is write: 

6•• 
P . I. so• 

And for thou schalt the sothe wite, 
or this cnsan\pte what ( mene, 
AJthogh it be now lite! sene 
Among the men thilkc e,•idence, 
Yit he was upon paeitnce 
So sctt, that he hinutlf assnie 
In th ing which mihtc him most misp:aie 
Dcsireth, and a witlc.id wi£ 
He weddeth, wbicb in sorwe and stril 
Aytin his ese was contn1ire. ' 
Bot he sp>k C\"ere sone and faire, 
Til it befell, as it is told, 
In wynter, wban the dai i.s cold, 
This wif was Cro the welle come, 
Wber that • pot with water nome 

Hi< ponit Coareuor 
uemptulft de p•c:icn· 
cia i11 amore. eontn 
lites ha\3cn6&. Et ""'-"' 
n.t qualhcr no.- » 
cntis ipsu.m quocb.m 
die multiJ termvnlbu• 
lhJ~ .. \&it: tet eutn t~ 
:absque vlla retpon· 
!l;ionc omnla probra 

6!0 pade.ntcr IU)tullt. in· 
diJIU.t& v..or quu· 
dam ydna• ptcuaa 
&qu~ qua. In 1:1UftU 

tc.nmt, "''r.c::' ca~t 
\'lri •ul subttO c: trl)dtt, 
dlcens, • Eul1l1• c:t lo· 
qucrc ' 1 qui rc•pon· 
c:ic:ns tunc alt, •O vere 
iAm sdo el upc:rtus 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Sche h.1tb, and broghte it into bouse. 
And sib how that hire sell spouse 
Was sen and Joked on a bok 
Nyh to the (yr, as he •hieh tok 66o 
His ese for a man of age. 
And sche bepn the wode n~ge, 
And axeth him wh>t devol he thogbte, 
And bar on bond that him ne roghte 
What labour that sehe toke on bonde, 
And seith that •uch an Housebonde 
Was to a wi! noght wonh a Stre. 
He seide nowther nny nc ye, 
1lot hield him stllle and let hire chyde ; 
And sehe, which mai hirsel( noght hyde, 6;o 
Began withinnc fono swcllt, P. i. ao~ 
And tbot sche broghte in fro the welle, 
The w:uerpot sehe hente alone 
And bad him speke, and he al aofte 
Sat stille and nogbt a word onsuerde; 
And sehe ,. .... wroth that he ao (erde, 
And axerh him if he be ded; 
And al the nter on his bed 
She pourede oute and b.:td awake. 
.Bot be, which wolde noght forsake 6ilo 
His Patience, d1.nnne sp:tk, 
And seide how that he fond no lak 
In nothing which sche hoddc do: 
For it wns W)•nter time tho, 
And wynter, as be weie or kinde 
Which stormy fs, as men it findc 
Ferst makth the wyndes fono bldwe, 
And oJter that withinne a throwe 
He reyneth and the watcrgattt 
Undoth; 'and thus my wir alg:ucs, ~, 
Which is with reson 'nt bestin, 
Hath mad me bothe wynd and rein 
After the Sesoun o( tht yer.' 
And thanne he sette h im ncrr the fer, 
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And as be mihte hise clothes dreidc, 
That he nomore o word ne st.ide ; 
Wheror he gat him somdel reste, 
t'or that him thoghte was the beste. 

I nOt i( thilke ensample yit 
Acordcth with a Ol3-nnes wit, :oo 
To aotrre as So<r:ttes tho dedc: P. I. aoa 
And if it Calle in eny Stede 
A m~tn to lese so his galle, 
Him oghte ao1ong the wommen aile 
In loves Court be juggcment 
The name bere o( Pacient, 
To yive en!;llmple to the goode 
or (X'cicnec bow that it stode, 
1"hat otbre men it mihte knowe. 
And, Son~ if thou at cny throwe 710 

Be tempted ayein Pocience, 
•ralt hiede upon this evidence ; 
It schal per eas the W.C grieve. 

Mi (ader, "' u I believe, 
or that scl!al be no maner nede, 
t 'or I wol u.ke so good hiede, 
That cr I Calle in such as.a~ 
I thenke eschuie it, if I mai. 
Dot if ther be oght elles more 
\Vhcro( I mibte take tore., 710 

1 preie you, so as I dar, 
Now telleth, that 1 mai be war, 
Som other tale in this matiere. 

Sone, it is evere good to Jere, 
\Vherof thou miht thi word rest:reignt, 
Er th>t thou faUc in eny peine. 
For who that eon no conscil hyde, 
He mai noght Caile of wo beside, 
Whieh schal Walle er he it .nte, 
As I finde in the bokes write. 7lo 

Vit cam thor ne<ere good or strif, P . I. 304 
To seche in all a manocs lif: 
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t crc ~aueodum ~L 
[ t nart at qu'aliter 
Iupher u m luoone 
•~•per quadam quc-
ttloru:~ lhipNt, \ide
llcet vtnrm vir a11 
mulier in allloris con
cupiJ«nda rcruen
ciut ardcbll; super 
quo nrabm conam 
ludlcc•C'Ocatitueb:an.L 
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fin halt., irata dea ipsgm 
unborum otulonun 
lumil)c darhali• llbs· 
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ConfHsor. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

Thogh it ~nne on pure pm~, 
Fulol'te it tometb into grame 
And doth g.-evance upon som side. 
Whcrof the g.-etc Ocrk Ovide 
After the lowe which ~·as tbo 
Of Jupiter ond of Juno 
Mllkth in his hokes mencioun 
How thci felle at dissencioun 
In m;Lnere as it were a borde, 
As thei begunoe forto worde 
Among hemself in privetc: 
And that was upon this degree, 
Which of the ruo more amorous is, 
Or m:an or wif. And upon this 
The:i mihten nogbt acorde in on, 
And toke • jugge therupon, 
Which eloped is Tiresi:>s, 
And bede him demen in the cas; 
And he withoute avisemcnt 
t\yein Juno }'11f juggoment. 
This goddesse upon his aosuere 
Was wroth and wolde ooght forbore, 
Bot tok awey for e\·tremo 
The liht fro bothe hise yhen tuo. 
IVIun Jupiter this harm ba1h scin, 
An ocher bienfait Lher:1yeio 
lie r•r. nnd such • gmce him dolh, 
Th:u for he wiste he scide soth, 
A Sochscicre he was for C\'Crc : 

llot yit thnt other were le\·ere, 
Hove lud the lokinge of his yhe, 
Thon of his word the prophecic ; 
llot how so th>t the sothe wente, 
Strif w:u the cause of that he hente 
So g.-<t • peine bodily. 

M i So~. be thou war ther by, 

;,;o 

7(.0 
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And hold thi tung• atille clos: 
For who that bath his word deselO! ;7o 
Er that be wite wh>t he mene, 
He is fulofte nyh hio tene 
And lest ful rnony time groee, 
Wher that be wolde his thonlt pourcbace. 
And over this, my Sone diere, 
or othre men. if thou miht h iere 
In privete what the1 have wroght, 
Hold conseil and d-vere it nogbt, 
For Cbeste can no eonseil hele, 
Or be lt wo or be it wt.le : iSo 

And talc a tale in14 thi mynde, 
The which of olde ensample I 6nde. 

2.+1 

Phebus, which ma1uh the d:ties lihte, l~'t;,~w"t!~)o 
A love be badde, which tho hihte Q-•l• litlpM .. ona 
Cornide, whom aboven a ile suacohlbcrcnequhun, 

hal b (all hie ponh Confessor Be p1eseth : bot whQ.t SC e e ucmpJum oont.ra itlo! 
Of love tbe.r ls noman knoweth, qui In ~omoris c:auu 

h b altctl.- contiUucn te-Bot as fortune hire Mppes l rowet · uelarcp«ctumunL £l 
So it befell upon a cb2.u~ n.arrat qualhc.r que:-

• •-" k h . !lnuemtsoc:e 790 data •Yi.t ,ruoc albia• A )OOg uuut tO lfC _, .;:., aowune Q6NUS 
And hadde of II ire al that he wolde: P. l 3o6 coosltiu• doaliroe..,. 

Bot a fals bridd. which tdte haUl holde ~u~~~~J:S:~ 
And kept in chambre of pure yowthe, aolumlpamComide:m. 

D. th aU that cvere he cowthe. lnte:rftcl,•cteteoruu~, ascoevere qui 1ntea lanquam n1x 
This briddes name was M tho al~» (uit. in piec.um 

Co'vu .. the which was tha.nne lllso ~lorcm prrlo perpctuo 
tranj nuua • 

\Velmore whyt thnn cny Swan, 
And be that schrewe al that be can 
Of llis ladi to Phebus seidc ; 
And be for wraththe his swerd outbzeidc, loo 
With which Comidc anon he slowb. 
Bot :Uier him was wo ynowb, 
And tok a full gret repentance, 
Wberof in toltne and remembrance 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

or hem whiche """n wide sp<ch•, 
Upon this bridd he tok this wrech< 

' That tber be ""' snow whyt tofore, 
E=e afterward colbbk therfore 
He ttaS tnns:fomled. • • it achcwrth 

' And tllltliY a man yit him besehrew<th, 
And clepen him into this day 
A &lven, be whom yit mtn ma.i 
T:ake evidence, wha.n he cri~Lh 
Tbat som mishnpp it signcfieth: 
Be war therfore and sei the bestc, 
If thou wolt be thiself in restc 
~ii goode Sone, as I the redo.' 

For in an other place I rcdc 
Of thilke Nimphe which LMr hilue : 

810 

For sche the privete be 0)1hte, s10 
How Jupiter lay be Jutom• p · 

~ • 1- 307 
Hath told, god m>de hire O\'ertome : 
Hire runge he kuue, >nd into helle 
For e>ere be sende hir forto du<lle, 
As sche that was noght wonhl hiere 
To ben or Jo,.e o Chamberere, 
For sche no conseil oo,..the hele. 
And suche ad>ies be now fele 
In loves Court, a.s it is seid, 
Th>t lete here tungcs gon unteid. 

M i Sene, be thou non of tho 
To jangle And tellc tn.les so, ' 
And namely th~t thou ne chyde, 
For Cheste can no conseil hide - . E•or \Vrnththe: seide nt\'ere wei. 

Mi r•der, soth is everydel 
That ye me teche, nnd I wol holde 
"fhe reule to which I am holde, 
To fte the Cheste, as ye me bidde, 
For wel is him that never~ c.hidde. 
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Now teU me forth if thor be more 
AJ toucheode unto Wraththes lore. 

iii. IRNioni.s tsl tMiMif'l 9uasi Stn'k, tlli tfa6il h'a 
Jft~Jn'iam urijJii (.IWI/b ad •nlra Sill. 

~V6n /n.zfJii4 1 tlJII/4,. cdli f1Um frn4 rtsln'lfl'"''' 
Nr& Ut7tlil stti i11n's adln silfil . 

Of Wrnththe yit ther is an other, 
Whk h is to Cheste his oghne brother, 
And 1! be name clepcd Hllte, 

2~9 

!Iii. l l>u.] 

Th>t sofl"rcth nogbt witbinne his gnte 
Th:u ther come .ow1her IO\IC or ~ 
11or be wol make no telcs 
or no dcb-'1 which is befnlle. 

l ife traclll.l Confcs 4 

sor de terda tiJ)(cie 
( re,que Odiumdicitur, 

P. I. ao8 c.uiu.! natunaornne~ fr·e 
h•hnlc.ldu a.d mentem 
reduccns, HI~' vsque 
lld tcmpus\'h1dicte \'C:· 

S so lut Scribll d~monil in 
cordis ~p.ro com· 
memon.nd.u inKriL 

Now .spck, if thou art on of alle, 
That with this '•ice h:tst ben withholde. 

As >'it for ogbt that ye me tolde, 
M i rader, I not wbat it i$. 

In good feith, $one, I trowe yis. 
Mi fader, nay. bot )4 e me lcre. 
Now lest, my Sene, and thou schalt here. 

Haec is a wraththe nogbt schewende, 
Bot or long time g•derende, 
And dueUeth in the bene Ioken, 
"fit he SC" time to be wroken ; 
And thanoe he scheweth his tempe•te 
Mor sodein than the wilde beste, 
Which wot nothing whnt merci is. 
M i Sone, art thou knowende of thi•? 

My goode fader, •• I wene, 
Now wot 1 somdel wh:u )•e mene ; 
Dot I dAr so,uAy make an oth, 
M i ladi was me ne,·ere loth. 
I wol noght sv.4e~ natheles 
That I of bate am guheles ; 
For wh>nne I to my ladi plie 
Fro cbi to dai dnd merci ai~, 
And scbe no muci on me l~ith 
Bot scborte wordes to me seitb. 
Tbogh I my ladi love algote, 

l;o 
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Tho wordes moste I nedes hate ; 
And wolde thci were al despent, P. I. 309 
Or so fcrr oute of londe went 
That I nevcre alter scbolde hem hicre; 
And yit love I my ladi diere. IISo 
Thus is ther Hate, as ye mai se, 
Betwco my ladi word and me ; 
The word I hate and bire I love, 
What so me scbal bttide of love. 

Bot fonhere mor l wol me schry,·e, 
That I have hated nl my lyve 
These }anglers, whiche of bere Envie 
Ben evere r~i forto lie; 
For with here (Q)S compassemcnt 
Fuloften thei hnve mad me scheot ~o 

And bindred me fulofte time, 
\Vhan the.i no cause wiste.n bime. 
.Bot onliche of here oghue thoght: 
And thus fuloften have 1 boght 
The lie, and dr.mlt nogbt of the wyn. 
T wolde here hapJ) were such as myn : 
For how so that I be now schrive, 
To hem ne m•i I noght foryive, 
Til that I se hem at debat 
With IO\'C, and tbanne myn nstat 900 
Thei mihten be here oghne dome, 
And loltc how w.t it scholde hem qweme 
To hindre 11 m:ln that lovtth sore. 
And thus 1 hale hem C\'trcmore, 
Til love on hem wol don his wreehe : 
For th•t sehal 1 :al•·•y besoche 
Unto the mibti Cupido, P. i . 3 10 

That he so moehcl wolde do, 
So os he is of love a godd, 
To smyte hem with the same rodd 910 

With which I am of love smite; 
So that tbei mihten knowe o.nd ~A"ilt 

How hindringe is • wofull pcjne 
900 H~t~nnc] t-an wi) H1XGECLIL, 8 )an ln R 901 hire F 
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To him that love wolde •ueigne. 
Thus eve~ on hem I w•yte and hope, 
1~il 1 mni sen hem lepe 01 lope, 
And halten on the same Sor 
Which 1 do now : for overmor 
I wolde thnnne do my myht 
So forto stonden in here lyhl, 92o 
Thol thci ne scholden Iinde a weie 
To th:u thei woldc, bot awc:ie 
1 woldc hem putte out of the stedc 
Fro Love, riht as thei me dede 
With that thei spe1te of me be mowthe. 
So wolde I do, if thot I cowthe, 
Of hem, and this, 10 god Q\C !lave, 
Is al the hate tbat 1 ha'-e, 
Toward these pnglers e,~diel ; 
1 wolde nile othre ferdc wei. 930 
Thus have I, fader, s.'\id mi wille j 
~y ye now forth, for I am stille. 

Mi Sone, of that thou hast me said 
I holdc me noght fulli paid : 
That thou wolt baton eny ""'"' 
To that acorden I ne C!!1l, 
Thogh he have hindred thee tofore. P. i. 3ll 
.!lot this I tell< thee therfore, 
Thou miht upon my btncicoun 
\Vel iuten the condicioun 94° 
or tho jnnglers, •• thou me toldest, 
.!lot furth<rmor, of that thou woldest 
Hem hindre in eny other wise. 
Such Hote is evc<e to despise. 
Forth!, mi Sonc, I wol thee rede, 
That thou drawe in be frendlihede 
That thou ne miht nogbt do be bate ; 
So ntiht thou gete love algote 
And sene thee, my Sone, in reste, 
For thou ochalt finde it for the btste. 9!0 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And over thia. so ns 1 dar, 
I rede thnt thou be riht war 
or othre mtnncs hate aboute, 
Which e•·ery wysm•n seholde dou1e: 
For Hate is evere upon await, 
And .. the fisshere on his bait 
Sleth, "'h>n he seth the 1\sshes f•ste, 
So. whan he seth time ate bste, 
That he m:ai worche an olhu wo, 
Sch>l nonun tomcn him thcr(ro, 
Thot li•te nylc his felonie 
Fulfillc and feigne compaignie 
Yit notheles, for fals Scmbl.tnt 
Is toword him of covcnont 
Withholde, so thot under bothe 
The prive wr:Uhthe can hio1 clothe, 
Thot he ISChai seme of gret believe. 
Rot w:u thee 'lll'tl IN.t thou nc lieve 
AI thot thou sest tofore thin ybc, 
So •• the Crcgois whilom syhe : 
The bok of Troie who so rcde, 
Ther mai he finde ensomple in dede. 

Sonc :tftcr the destruccioun, 
Whnn Troie wa..• a.l bcte doun 
And slnin w:us J)rillmus ch<: king, 
The Gresolll, whiehc of al this thing 
Den c:&use, tornen hom nyein. 
Thcr mai nomnn his happ withscin; 
It hnth be O<n nnd felt fuloftc, 

P. L au 

The hnrde tintc after the softe : 9to 
Ue See as thci forth homwnrd we.nte, 
A rnge of grct tcmpeste hem hence; 
J uno let bende hire pnrli bowe, 
The Sky wox derk, the wynd g;o.n blowe, 
The firy wclkne gnn to tbondrc, 
As thogh the world ISCbolde al to sondre; 
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LIBER TERCIUS 

Fro hevene out of the watergatcs 
The reyni Storm fell doun algates 
And ol bore take! made unwelde, 
Th•t nomon mihtc himself bewelde. 
Ther mai men hiere Schipmen c:ri~, 
Ttut stode in :aunter fono die: 
He thot behinde sat to stiere 
?>hi noght the forestempne hicre; 
The Sebip aros •rein the wawes, 
The lodesmon both loot his Iawes, 
The See bet in on ••·cry side : 
Thei nrllen whot fonune abide, 
Bot seue hem •I in godtles wiUe, 
Wher he hem "olde .. ve or spille. 

And it fell thilke time thus: 
Ther wu :l king, the which Namplus 
Was hotc, and he • Sone h>ddc, 
At Troie which the C~ois lodde, 
A$ he that wu mod Prinee of aile, 
Til thnt fonune let him f•lle: 
His nBme W:t.J P:1lo.mades. 
Bot thurgh on bate notheles 
Of SOn\C Of hem hiJ deth W:ll CUt 
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And he be uesoun ovcrcout. • oao 
His fader, whan he hcrde It telle, 
l'lc swor, if evere his time f-.:Jle, 
He wolde him venge, if that he mlhte, 
And therto his nvou behlhtc: 
And thus this king thurgh prive bote 
Abod upon awoit nlgnte, 
For he was noght of tluch emt,rise 
To vengen him in open wise. 
The r.,me, which goth wydc where, 
Mllkth kno,·e how that the Cregois were 101o 

Jiomword with al the feloschipe 
Fro Troie upon the Sec be Schipe. 
N1U11plus, whan he this understod, 
And kne .. the tydes of Lbc Ood, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And sib the wynd blew to the lond, 
A grct deceipte anon he fond 
Of prive hate, as thou schalt hiere, P. I. 3t4 
Wbe.ror 1 telle a! this motiere. 
This king the weder pn beholde, 
And wiste wet thcl motm holde IOlO 

Here cour• endloog his morc:he rib~ 
And mode upon the derke nyht 
Of gn:te Schyde:s •nd or blockcs 
Gret ryr ayein the grete rockes, 
To schewe upon the hellos hihe, 
So that the Aete or Gr«e it sihe. 
And so it feU riht as he thoghte: 
This Fltte, which iln havcne soghte, 
The bryghte ryrcs sih n fcrr, 
And thei hem drowtn nerr and nerr, 10-40 

And wende wei and understode 
How ol that fyr was mod for goode, 
To schewe wher men scholde :ll)"'C, 

And th\derward thei haJten blp•e. 
In Sc:mbt.1nt, !lS men scin, is guile, 
And tlut was proved thilke while ; 
The Sehip, which wende his helpe acroche, 
Dror al to pieces on the roche, 
And so ther deden ten or tweh·e ; 
Tber mihte noman belt>< himseh·e, •••• 
For ther thei wenden deth nscape, 
Withoutcn help here dcth was schapc. 
Thus thti that eomen (erst torore 
Upon the Rockes be forlore, 
Bot thurgh the noiJie and thurgh the cri 
These othre were a! ><2r therby; 
And wh>n the dai began tO rowe, P. I. 3t5 
Tho nlihtcn thei the sothe knowe, 
That wher they wenden frendes finde, 
Thei founden frenschipe nl behinde. oo6• 
The lond was thanne sone weyved, 
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Wher thot thei bodden be deceived, 
And toke hem to the hihe See; 
'rherto thei selden aile yee, 
Fro that dai forth and w;tr thei wert 
or that thei hadde :waled there. 

Mi Sone, hierof thou miht avise 
Row {raude stant in ma"y wi.se 
Aononges hem that guile tbenke; 
Ther is no Scriveio with h is enke 
Which half the (r:aude wryte c:~n 
That s~nt in such a mane-r nun : 
Forthi the wise men ne demen 
The thinges after th:a.t thei semen, 
Dot aner that thti knowe nnd Iinde. 
The Mirour sehewetlt In his klnde 
As he hodde ·al the world witbinne, 
And is in soth nothing thc:rinne; 
And so fartb Hate for a throwe : 

( Knco NANra.u• AKD 
TH..C G llCIICI.] 

CoafutOr. 

Til he a man hath O\'erthrowe, ooSo 
Sebal noman knowe be his <here 
Which is twan" ne which arere. 
Forthi, mi Sone1 thenke on this. 

Mi fader, so I wole ywiss; 
And if tber more of Wraththe be, 
Now llXetb forth per charite, 
As ye be youre bokcs lmowe, P . l 316 
And I the sothe scbal beknowe. 

iv, aui co/t/IJtre tfltiiUitJJ nL911l/1 t/ .riJ .tJiiriiUI Lius 
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Mi Sone, thou schalt unden;tonde 
That yit towardes Wraththe stonde 
or dedly vices Othre tuo: 
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OpflOnh Confessor, 

Conr~slo Amant Is. 

CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And (orto telle here name& so, 
It is Contek and Homicide; 
That ~~~ to drede on every side. 
Contek, so a.s lhe bokes seln, 
Folhast bath to his Chamberlein • ne whos ronseil al un•viJed 
Is Pacience moot dcst>ised, 
Til Homicide with hem mcete. 
Fro merd thei ben al unm~e, 
And thus ~~~ thci the WO<$le or olle 
or hem ~·hiche unto wr:uhthe f'alle, 
In dede bothe and <k in thogbt : 
For th<i •romp!< hero wr:athtbe at nogh~ 
Bot ir ther ~ sebedinge or blod; 
And thus lich to a b<ste wod 
Thei knowe noght the god or til. 
ne so thd have or sword or knil 
Here dedly wr:uhthe lono wrekc; 
Or Pite liJt hem noght to spoke; 
Non other reson thei ne Ionge; 
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llot that thei ben or mihtes stronge. 
Dot wnr hem wei In other place, 
Whc:,rc C\'try nan behO\'Clh gr:tce, 
Bot thor I trowe it schal hem (aile, 

P. l. 3t7 

To v.•honl no merci miluc nvnile, 
Dot wroghttn upor\ limundie, 
Thot no pitc nc mibte hem pile. 
Now tell, my Sone. 

Fader, whal? 
Jr thou host be coupoble or that. 
Mi fader, nay, Crist me lorbiede: 

I spoke onllche ns ol the dede, 
or which I nevere wns COUJ)3ble 
Withoute eause resonoble. 

Dot this is noght to mi m:ttiere 
or schrif'te, why we siueo hiere; 

11'20 
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LI BER TERCIUS 

For we ben sett to s<:hry\'C or lO\'C', 
As we begunnc (erst obove: 
And n.uheles I Am beknowe 
That 31 touchendc or IO\'CI throwe, UJO 

Whon I my wittes overwende, 
Mln henes oontek hath non ende, 
Bot evere it ltant upon debat 
To gret desese or myn nstat 
As lor the time that it bst<th. 
For w~n mi ronune overcaneth 
Hire whiel and iJ to me so str:ange, 
And that I se sebe wol noght change, 
Thon cute I al the world •boutc; 
And thenkc hou 1 at home and oute ra4o 
H a'"' al my time in vein despended, 
And se noght how to ~~~ omendcd, 
Bot mthcrc rono be empeired, p . I. 3J8 
1\s be tb.1t is wclnyh despeircd : 
For I ne mai no thonk deserve, 
And evere I love and evere I serve, 
And ev<re I am nliehe nerr. 
Thus, (OT 1 atonde in such n wor, 
I nm, o.s who teilh, OUl or hene i 
And thus upon misclr 1he wcrre , , :o 
l bringe, ond puue out aile pes, 
T hnt I (ulofic in such • res 
Am wery or myn oghne HI. 
So that or Contck lind or st rif 
I nm beknowe nnd hnve ansucrd, 
As )'C. my fnder, now hnvc herd. 
Min hene is wonderly bcgon 
' ViLh consell, whcrof wilt is on, 
'Vhich h.·uh rcsoun in oompaignie; 
Aycin the whichc st:\nt p.ulic u 6o 
Will, which both hope or his ocord, 
And thus thei bringen up desoord. 
\\'itt a:nd rtsoun conseilcn ofte 
Th>t I myn hene oeholde sofie, 
And that I seholde will remue 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

(COHTUt WtTIIII( TUr: And put him out or retenue. 
H<Akr.J 

Cooreuor. 

Or elles holde him under rote: 
for as tbei sein, if that he mote 
His ogbne rewle have upon honde, 
Ther schal DO witt ben understonde. 
or hope also thel tellen this, 
That overa1, whcr that he is, 

lf70 

He «:t the bene in jeupo.rtie P . l. 319 
With wilwinge and with fanwie, 
And is Doght trewe of that he seith, 
So th•t in him ther is no fcitb : 
Thus with reson n.nd wit av'ised 
Is will and hope oldai despised. 
Reson seitb that I scholde leve 
To lo'-e, whet tber is DO leve 
To spede, and will scitb the12yein 
Thill such an herte is to vilein, 
Which dar noght lovc,and tll be spede, 
Let hope serve at such a nede : 
He seitb el<, where an herte sit 
AI hoi governed upon wit, 
He bath this lyves lust forlore. 
And thus myn herte is al totore 
or such • Contelc ... thei make: 
Bot yit I mai noght will forsake, 
That he nys Maister of my tboght, 
Or that I spede, or spede noght. 

Thou dost, my Sone, ayein the riht; 
Bot love is of so gret • miht, 
His la.we mai noman refuse, 
So miht thou thee the bette escuse. 
And natheles thou schalt be lemed 
TI~at wl11 scholde evere be governed 
or reson more thon of kinde, 
Whe.rof a tale write I finde. 

A Pbilosophre of wruch men tolde 
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Ther w.~s whilom be dnies oldc, 
And Oiogenes thanne he hibte. 
So old he was thot he ne mihte 

(TAU or OIOC.UU 

P AND ALUANDU..) . I. a•o 

The world tronile, and for the beste 
He schop him forto cake his reste, 
And duelte at hom in such n wise, 
Th>t nyh his hous be let devise 
Endlong upon an Axeltre 
To sette a tonne in $UCh degre, 
That be it mihte tome aboute ; 
Wberof on hed wns taken oute, 
For he therinne sitte 5Cboldc 
And tome himself so :u he wolde, 
To take their ond se the hevene 
And deme of the pl>netes sevene, 
As be which cowthe moehel what. 
And thus fulofie there he sat 
To muse in his philosophie 
Solein withoute compa.ignie : 
So that upon • morwetyde, 
As thing which scholde so betyde, 
'Vlun be Wll$ se.t ther a.s him listc 
To loke upon the Sonne nriste, 
Wherof the propretes he sih, 
It fell thcr c:a.m rideode nyb 
King Alisandre with a route i 
And as he caste his yhe oboute, 
Re sib this Tonne, and whM it mente 
He wolde wite, Dnd thidcr sente 
A knyht, be whom be mihte it knowe, 
And be himself that ilke throwe 
Abod, and hoveth there Stille. 
This kniht after the kiJ\gcs wi11e 
With spore mnde his hors to goo 
And to the tonne be cam anon, 
Wber that be fond a nun of Age, 
And he him tolde the message, 
Such as the king him b>dde hede, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

And ueth why in thilke stede •••• 
The Tonne stod, and what jt was. 
And ht:, which under5tod the cas, 
Sat s tille and sp.,k no word nyein. 
The kniht bad speke and seilb, • Vilein, 
Thou seh:llt me telle, er that I go; 
It is thi king whkh ueth so.' 
'~ri king,' quod he, • that were unriht.' 
• \Vbat is he th2nne?' scith the kniht, 
'Is be thi m:m?' • That seie 1 noght,' 
Quod he, • bot this I am bethoght, ••;• 
Mi mannes mnn hou thQt he is.J 
1 Thou lyest, false cherl, y\\•iss; 
The kniht him seith, and was riht y,·rolh1 

And to the king ayein he goth 
And tolde him how this m:1ft ansuerde. 
The Icing, whan he this t:~le berde, 
Dad that thei seholden aile allyde, 
For he himself wol thider ryde. 
And wban he c:nn tofore the tonne, 
He hath his tale thus bcgonne : , 16o 

• Alhei1/ he seith, 1 what man art thou ? ' 
Quod he, ' Such on as thou sest now. ' 
The king, which bodde wordes wise, J>. I. a•• 
His age wolde noght despise, 
Bot seith, 'Mi fader, l thee preie 
·rhott thou me woh the cause seie, 
How that l nm thi m:mnes mnn.' 
1 Sire king,' quod he, 1 and that 1 ca.n, 
Jf th;~.t tlaou wolt.' 'Vis,' seith the king. 
Quod he, 'This iJ the .othe thing: u;o 
Sitb I ftrst resoun understod, 
And knew what thing was evel and good, 
The will which or my bodi moeveth, 
Wbos werkes th>t the god reproeveth, 
1 haYe restreigned everemore, 
As bim which s tnnt under the lore 
or reson, whos aoubgit he is, 

12-tt he was SAdBT4 rOSJ; kinl' B 1~,$8 "'old{e) 
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So that he mai nogbt don omis : 
And thus be "'de or covennnt 
\\'ill is my m:1n and my servant, • lb 

And t\'ere bath ·ben a_nd everc sehnl. 
And thi will iJ thi princip:tl, 
And hath the lordschipe of tl1i wit~ 
So th.Jt thou cowthcst nevere yit 
Toke o cbi reste or thi bbo<Jr ; 
Bot forto ben a conquerour 
or worldes good, which m.,i noght •••••• 
Thou hiesL cverc alichc f.1ste1 
Whcr thou no reson bast to winne : 
And Lhus thi will is cause of Sinne, 1 190 

And is thi lord, to whom thou sorve.b~ 
Wbero( thou litel thonk deseNest.' 
The king of that be thus onswerde P . i. ~3 
Wu nothing wroth, bot whanne he herde 
The hihc wisdom which he .seide, 
With goodly •·ordcs this he preide, 
Thnt he him wolde telle his nnmc. 
'1 am.' quod he, 'that ilk.e snme, 
The which n1en Diogenes calle.' 
Tho ,. ••• the king ribt glad withalle, •loo 

For he hadde often herd tofore 
What man he •as, .o that therfore 
He seide, '0 wise Diogene, 
Now sch:tl tbj grete witt be sene; 
For thou schalt of my yirte hnve 
What worldcs thing t hnt thou wolt CrtL\'e.' 
Quod he, • Thanne ho.e out of mi Sonne, 
And let it scbyne into 1ni Tonne ; 
For thou benymst me thilke yifte, 
Wbi<h lith ooght in tbi mibt to scbifte : •J•o 

Non other good o( thee me nedeth.' 
This king, whom every contrc dredeth, 

lA, thus he was enJormed there : 
Whcror, my S<>ne, thou miht lcre 
How thAt thi will sehal noght be lieved, 
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CONFESSIO AMANTIS 

\Vhcre it is noght o( wit rtlieve:d. 
And thou lwt ~id thi~lr .,. this 
How that thi will thi mais:ter is ; 
Thurgh which thin h<n<S thOjlbt withinnc 
Is evere oC Conttk to bt-ginnt, 
So tb3t it is gretli to drede 
That it non homicide bredt. 

I J >O 

For IO\"C is or a wonder kindc1 
And hath hise wittes ofte blinde, 
That thei (ro mannc:s rcson fn:.lle; 

P . I. 324 

Jlot whan that it is so ~falle 
That will schal the corage lcdc, 
In loves cause it is to drede: 
\Vherof I Iinde ens:unple write, 
Which is heho•·ely forto \\ite. 

I rede a tale, and telleth this : 
The Cite which Semiramis 
Encl~ hath with nil •boute, 
Of worthi folk with 111.1ny a route 
Was enhabited here and th01'e ; 
Among the whit:he tuo thu were 
Abo•·c aile othre noble and grete, 
Owellende tho '\\ithinne :a Strete 
So nyh togedre, :ts it v.':ls sene, 
That ther WO$ nothing hem ~twene, 
Bot wow to wow nnd wn.H to w-all. 
This o lord hndde in •pecial 
A Sone, a lusti &chclcr, 
ln al the toun Wt1S non his pier: 
That other badde • dowhtcr eke, 
In al the lond thnt forto seke 
.Men wisten non so (n1rt ~~ sche. 
And fell so, .. it scholde be. 
This Caire dowhter nyh this Sone 
As thei tog..m, thanne wone, 
Cupide hath so the thing~ schape. 
That thei ne mihte his band oscape. 
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UBER TERCIUS 

That be his f)'T on hem ne caste: n P. I. 325 
Wherof her bene be ovetelSte 
To folwe tlulke lore and ouic 
Wbich neve:re man yit miht eschuie; 
And th:at W3S lo\'e, .. it is b>pped. 
Which hath ~n: henes so betr.t.pped, 
·~t thei ~ .Ue weies seche 
How that thei mihten winne a speche, t)ISo 

1 terc wofull pcine forto lisse. 
Who loveth wel, it mai noght mis.sc, 

And natnely whan thor ~ tuo 
or on ::acord, how so it go. 
.Hot ir that thei son1 weie finde ; 
1:-or love is e..-ere of such a kinde 
And hath his folk so wei alfaited, 
That howso that it be nwaitcd, 
'!'her maj noman the pourpos Ieite : 
And thus bt:twen hem tuo thei seue u;o 
An hole upon a w:ill to Dl3ke, 
Thurgh wbicb thei have ha consctl take 
At aile times, wban thei myht.e.. 
Thi• f:t.ire Maiden Tisbee hihte, 
And be wbom that scbe lo•·eth hote 
\Vas Pin.mu.s be n:une bote. 
So Ionge here lecoun thei recorden, 
Til ate laste tbei acorden 
Be nihtes time (orto wendc. 
AI one out fro the tounes ende, • 38o 
\Vher was a welle under :.. Tree; 
And who cam rerst, or scbe or he, 
He ocholde stille there abide. P. I. 326 
So it befell the nyhtes tide 
This maiden, which desgui~d....., 
AI prively the softe JXlS 
Coth thurgb the laJge toun unknowe, 
Til that sche ClJJI withinne a throwe 
Wher that scbe liketh forto duelle, 
At thilke unhappi freisshe welle, ' l90 
Which ....s also the forest nyh. ., I 
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Wher schc c:omende • Leoun syh 
I nto the feld to take his preie, 
In h3Ste and sche tho Rcdde awtic, 
So as fortune scholde f:Uie, 
ttor feere nnd let hire wympel fol ie 
Nyh to the wclle upon th<rb>gc. 
Thi5 Leoun in his wilde roge 
A beste, which thot he fond oute, 
Hath slain, and with his blodi •noute, 
Wh:m he bath eten wbot he wolde, 
To dzynke of thilke stremes colde 
Cam to the wcllc, where he fond 
The "1·mpel, which out of hire bond 
11'3$ Calle, and he it both todrowc, 
Beb!ed aboute and oJ forgnawe; 
And thonne he strowhte him forto drinke 
Upon tbe frei.,he welles brinke, 
And arter tbot out of the plein 
lie torneth to the wode aycin. 
And T isbee dorste noght remue, 
Bot as n bridd whlc:h were in ~rue 
Withinne • buissh sehe kepte hire clos P. I. a•1 
So stille that sche nogbt :~ros; 
Unto hirsclf and pleigneth ay. 

And fel~ wbil tbot sebe there lay, 
This Pira.mus em arter sone 
Unto the wellc, and be the Mone 
He fond hire wimt>el blodi there. 
Cam nevere yit to tnnnnes Ere 
TidingeJ ne to m3nnes sihte 
Men·eile, which so sore :tflihte 
A monnes bene, os it tho dede 
To bim, which in the same stede 
With many a wofuU compleignynge 
Began hi.< handes forto wringe, 
As he which dc1ncth sikcrly 
Tbot sche be dcd: nnd sodcinly 
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His sword ol nakid out he breide 
In his folhaste, and thus he seide: 1~30 

' I nm cause of this felonic, 
So it is resoun th:Lt 1 die, 
As sche is dcd be cause or me.' 
And with t.h:n word upon his kne 
Ht fell, ond to the goddes olle 
Up to the hevene be g;m to alit, 
And prt'ide, sithc.n it "'-:as so 
Thot he moy noght his lo•·• :>s tho 
Ha.,•e in this world, th:u. o( her gro.ce 
He miht hire M.,·e in other plnce, 'Ht) 

For hicre wolde he noght Abide, 
He seith: bot as it schal betide, 
The Pomel of hi.< swerd to grounde P. i. ao8 
He seue, and tburgh his hene a woundc 
He m•d• up to the b>re hilte : 
And in this wise himself he spilte 
With hit (olhaste and deth he u:a,m; 
For schc withinnc n while cnm, 
Whtr he loi ded upon his knlf. 
So OA·ofull yit was ncw:re ti( ••so 
M Tisbce was, wh!ln sche him sib : 
Scht mihte noght o ~·ord on hih 
Spckc oute, for hire hcrte schcuc, 
Th.1t of hir !if no pris scbe li<U<, 
l)ot ded swounende doun sche fell. 
Til nf\cr, whannc it so befell 
ThAt schc out of hire trnunce nwok, 
With m•ny n wofull pitOU$ lok 
Hire yhc alwei 3mong schc eu:te 
Upon hir lo,.., and ote wte ••6o 
Sche awbte broth ond sei.Je thus: 
'0 thou which cleped art Venut, 
Goddcsse of love, ~nd tl1ou, Cupide, 
Which loves cause hast forto guide, 
I woe now wei thot ye be blinde, 
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